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Patented Nov. 9, 1943 

The common method of cleaning the type of , 
typewriters is to apply a cleaning fluid with a 
piece of cloth or a brush. This method is at 
best a messy and odoriferous task, frequently 
-being the cause of soiled fingers and clothes. 

Plastic rubber has also been used for cleaning 1-0. 
typewriter type, but this has many disadvan- a 
tages in that a greasy film is left on the type 
after use, which serves to collect and hold dust 
and grime. Also the plastic rubber requires 
kneading after each use, thus causing Soiling of 
the fingers, etc. 

It has also been suggested that steel or other 
metallic Wire brushes be used, but while these ". 
may be useful in digging out of the type any sten 
cil wax that may have accumulated they, never 

- theless, do not carry off the ribbon ink and they . 
are apt to scratch the fine surfaces of the type 
and thus impair their efficiency. 

Because of the disadvantages of cleaning type 
writer type with cleaning fluids, it is usually in 
frequently done. In fact, if done frequently, 
the felt buffers underlying the type bars are apt. 
to become saturated with the liquid and thus the 
type bed is thrown out of line since saturated 
felt impairs the buffing qualities of the felt. 30 
Hence, liquid cleaning of the type is only done 
from time to time, usually monthly, but in the 
meantime, the type becomes dirtier from day to 
day and accumulates So much ink and grime 
that unless cleaned, the type will not make a ; 
clean and sharp impression in use. . . . . 
While ordinarily there is no problem in keep 

ing the visible or accessible parts of a typewriter 
clean, there, nevertheless, is a serious problem 
to keep clean and free from ink and accumula 
tions, the most important part of the typewriter, 
that is its type. 

Recognizing the above, this invention has for 
its primary object the provision of a type clean 
ing implement which will clean and polish type 
without the use of liquid, in a dry manner with 
out injury to said type, and which can conven 
iently be used without effort and in a few sec 
onds time. 
The foregoing objects and other objects, fea-50 

tures and advantages will become more clearly 
apparent from the following detailed description 
of the accompanying drawing in which a pre 
ferred form of the invention as at present COIn 
ceived is illustrated. 
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trated; an implement preferably comprises a body 
fo, said body being preferably formed of a ma-. 
terial Such as Sponge rubber or any material 
which is compressible, yieldable and self-sus 
taining. This body is provided with a handle 
such as if embedded therein. This handle, illus 
trated as projecting from the top narrow end of 
the body, may be secured at a midpoint of the 
wider side of said body, if desired. 
As herein contemplated, the body f) is pro 

vided with a cover member 2, which is also 
formed of a rubber materialso as to be yield 
able and pliable and have the quality or char 
acteristics of being capable of adsorbing ribbon 
ink. As illustrated, this cover may be cemented 
and thus permanently secured to the body, al 
though an interchangeable cover may be pro 
vided by merely wrapping the same about the 
body, and securing it in place by suitable fasten 
ing means Such as pins, clips and the like. The 
cover may also be provided with a fabric back 
ing or lining. 
The surface of the cover member f2 is prefer 

ably provided with a multiplicity of cleaning pro 
jections f3. These projections are preferably, 
though not necessarily, uniformly and regularly . 
spaced to provide the entire surface of the cover, 
with cleaning elements, each adapted to engage 
in a wiping manner, the type of a standard type 
writer. It has been found that these projections 
should preferably be cylindrical, though obvious 
ly they may be of any shape; that their height 
may be anywhere from equal to their diameter, to 
equal to about twice their diameter, and that their 
diameter should be related to the size of the type 
of a standard typewriter. Thus, it has been 
found that if the diameter of these projections 3 
is not greater than the width of the printing sur 
face of the average letter, a projection would 
readily and easily enter certain of the openings. 
in the type, as for instance the letters “o,” “c,” 
“e,' 'a' ''g'' and f's. 
While the projections have been described as 

  

  

  

  

  



being on a separate cover member, it will be un 
derstood that such cover member may be elimi 
nated and that the projections may be integral 
with the compressible body member. 
When passing the implement over a type chair 

acter, the projections 3 will be bent, as shown 
in Fig. 3, and after entering the opening in the 
type 4, will wipe or suck said opening clean of 
accumulated ink or grime. If the projections 3 
were made too long, they would merely flex dur 
ing the movement of the implement across the 
type without entering the openings thereof, and 
therefore, be unable to have their ends reach 
deep enough in said openings for cleaning there 

2,388,801 

5 

of. If on the other hand said projections, were 5. 
too short, they would not be long enough to reach 
the surface of the type block holding the char 
acter, With Similar undesirable results. . . . . 

it is evident then that a few strokes of the 
number of projections to engage and wipe the type 
with the apparent result that said type would be 
thoroughly clean and would be given a high pol 
ish. It will be noted that, because of the com 

may be exerted during the cleaning operation 
without deleteriously affecting the type insofar as 
to cause wear, with assurance that the project 
tion will reach the base surface 5 as seen in Figs. 

It is also evident that a brand new typewriter 
3 and 4. . 

presents the ideal: condition for. clean, sharp typ 
ing, and that if the implement were for a 

Letters Patentis:... 
; : A type cleaning. hit . 
a compressible body secured to said handle, said: 
body having substantially parallel sides, the edge 

pressibility of the body 10, considerable pressure 25 of said body opposite the handle being rounded, . 

. 

few seconds each morning, the typist may have 
the equivalent of a new machine daily, since the 
previous day's accumulations are readily re 
moved from the type; that the implement may 
be used to completely clean and polish the type 
of even a used typewriter and may then be used 
to keep the type clean and free of ink by fre 
quent, at least daily, applications of the imple 
ment across the type. It is evident that the ease 

10 with, which the type can be kept, clean by the use 
of this implement and the improvement thus re 
sulting, makes it desirable to every typist. 
. From the foregoing it may be seen that a sim 

ple, inexpensive and highly efficient implement 
for cleaning type, has been provided. Despite its 
simple nature, it is also evident that the inven- . 
tion may be practiced in other ways, without de 

a parting from the spirit and scope thereof as here--. 
; : - inafter claimed. - 

implement across the type would cause a great 20 What I claim as new and desire to secure by 
'implement comprising-handle, . 

a pliable cover on said compressible body over 
lying said parallel sides and the rounded edge, 
the ends of said body, being uncovered, a multi 
plicity of integral projections on said pliable cover, 
each of said projections being approximately, s' 
in diameter and approximately 's' high. . . . 

... wALTER H. LowsTON. 
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