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poration, Chicago, III, a corporation of Il 

; : Y is : Application March 5, 1945, serial No. 580,997 
5 Claims. (CI, 46-30) 

This invention relates to structural toys.com 
posed of bendable or flexible but relatively stiff 
sheet material such as paperboard or the like 
bodied plastic film or sheet material including 
composites or laminates thereof, resin impreg 
nated fibrous sheet material, and the like, and 
which are generally sold packaged in kits or parts 
in cut out form ready to be assembled by a child, 
an example being toy houses and pertinent or 
decorative components. - - - .. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide novel means for positioning and supporting 
such sheet material toy elements in a stable man ner on a supporting base, by interlocking means 
provided on the supporting base and the toy ele 
ment to be erected thereon. . . . . 

nother object is to adapt a container box sec 
tion in which the sheet material toy elements 
are packaged, with novel means for interlock 
ingly engaging the toy elements so that they 
may be securely positioned thereon and whereby 
the box section provides a firm, relatively rigid 
supporting base, and an assembly component. 
Another object is to provide a sheet material 

Supporting base for the assembly, and erection 
thereon of toys of the class decribed, including 
integral hinged tabs adapted for interlocking 
engagement with a toy element, the tabs being 
generally contoured and decorated to form a graphic component of the interengaged toy ele 
ment. 
Other objects relate to details of construction, 

arrangement of parts and the advantages thereof 
which will be apparent from a consideration of 
the following specification and drawings, where 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a toy house in 
assembled and erected position illustrating my 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the mounting base em 
ployed for the erection of the toy house of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective detail view 
of the mounting base of Fig. 2, showing one of the 
dual-slotted tabs in elevated position. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary section of the assembly 
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of Fig. 1, illustrating in front elevation a toy 
component in erected engagement with a tab. 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to that of Fig. 4, viewed 
on the line 5-5thereof. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective detail view 
of a lower corner of the toy house of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary plan view of a sup 
porting base of modified detail. 

Fig. 8 is an elevation of a toy house erected 
on the supporting base of Fig. 7. 
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Fig. 10 is another fragmentary perspective view 
of the standard of Fig. 9. sy a fragmentary diagrammatic eleva 
tion, illustrating the method of forming the as 
sembly of Fig. 8. -- - - - - 

Fig.12 is a fragmentary perspective detail view 
of another toy component erected on a container 
section supporting base, r 
Referring to the drawings, and particularly 

Figs. 1 to 6, the reference numeral 10 generally 
indicates a support 

and supporting base provides a firm support 
whereby the erected toy elements may be con 
veniently transported as a unit without danger 
of becoming disrupted. 

For the purpose of supporting in firmly erected 
position, accessory toy elements such as that 
illustrated at 12, the panel 3 is provided with 
one of more tabs 75 cut from the panel 3 and remaining in integral hinged engagement there 
with at the fold line 6, these tabs being further 
provided with a slot adapted to extend and 
open upwardly when the tabs 5 are elevated 
from the plane of the panel 3. The objects to 
be engaged by the tabs fs are provided with a slot 
18 extending and opening to the lower marginal 
adge, the width and depth of the slots 1 and 8 

d so as to provide mutual frictional SO 

engagement of the interengaged components, 
that is the tab. 5 and the toy element 2, and 
to thereby cause each other to be mutually main 
tained in erected position perpendicular to the 
face of the panel 3. . . . . . . 

In accordance with the preferred embodiment 
of my invention; the tabs 5 are generally con 
toured and decorated to provide graphic com 
ponents of the interengaged object. In the Spe 
cific illustration, Figs. 4 and 5, the tab 5 may 
be decorated to illustrate grass to blend both 
with similar grass-like decoration on the face 
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panel 3 and to harmonize with the supported ob 
jects such as the chicken 2. 
The panel 3 is further provided with. One or 

more tabs 20 cut therefrom and remaining in in 
tegral hinged engagement, therewith at the fold 
line 2, these tabs 2 being further provided with 
the dual slots 22-22. The lateral end portions 
of the tabs 20 are contoured and decorated togen 
erally indicate shrubbery so as to blend with 
and form a graphic component of the decorations 
contained on the face of the panel 3 and the 
supported toy house . 
The toy house i? comprises a plurality of side 

Walls 23 in side edgewise meeting angular rela 
tionship to each other. It will be understood that 
these side walls 23, which are supplied in knock 
down form, may each he of a separate section and 
adapted to be joined at their side edges by means 
of conventional tabs and slots, not illustrated, or 
in the alternative, when for example a toy house 
is composed of four side walls, they may be slip 
plied in a pre-joined form although collapsed. 
or they may be formed in contiguous panels re 
quiring only two of them to be ioined to form the 
hollow rectangle. The roof portion 24. may also 
in a conventional manner be supnlied in Separate 
knock down form and ioined to the side walls 23 
by means of tabs and slots, or any other desired 
or convenient means, not illustrated, and not 
forming a part of the present invention. 

For the purpose of supporting the toy house 
on the base panel 3. and for the purpose of en 
abling it to be erected therenn in firm. inter 
locking slotted engagement with the tabs 2, the 
side walls 23 are each provided with slots 25 of 
limited depth and width extending to their lower 
marginal edges adjacent their convergent side 
edges. An angularly arranged pair of side walls 
23 are enoraged with a tab 26 in a manner where 
by an adiacent pair of slots 25 receive a tab 20, 
and the dual slots 22 of the latter engage the two 
convergent edges of a pair of side walls 23. and as 
illustrated, the tab 20 extends at an oblio 1Je in 
tersecting angle to the pair of side walls 23 and 
in firm, interlocking slotted engagement there 
With. 

In the illustration of the simple form of con 
struction of Fig. 1, four such dual slotted tabs 
20 may be provided, one for each corner of the 
house, and to thus form a firm interlocking sup 
port for the four side walls 23 of the toy house, 
only two being illustrated. The tabs 20 further 
harmoniously blend with the toy house to form a 
graphic component thereof, and of the surround 
ing surface of the base panel 3 which is also 
decorated. 

Referring to Figs. 7 to 11, a modified design 
of toy house generally indicated as 30, is shown 
in erected and supported position on the panel 
3 of an inverted paper board container box sec 
tion. Similar to the form previously described, 
the side Walls of the toy house, at an angular con 
jugation of two side walls 32, may be provided 
with downwardly opening slots 33 for interlocking 
slotted engagement with one or more dual slotted 
tabs 34, cut from and elevatable from the plane 
of the supporting panel 3. 
This panel 3 may be additionally provided 

with additional dual slotted tabs 35 for the pur 
pose of interlocking in slotted engagement Sup 
plemental toy elements. Such as One or more 
angular standards or columns generally indicated 
as 36 and composed of the two face portions 37 
Which meet in side edgewise angular relationship. 
to each other. The upper end of the standard 36 
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4. 
may be provided with a suitable tongue 38 for en 
gagement in conventional manner with the 
canopy 39. The side panels 37 of the column 36 
are each provided with slots 40 opening to their 
lower marginal edges adapted to receive a tab 
35 and conversely to be received by the dual slots 
4 of the tab 35 to provide firm, interlocking, 
slotted engagement with each other, and to main 
tain each other in mutually erected perpendicular 
relationship to the plane of the supporting base 
panel 3. 
For the purpose of providing intermediate Sup 

port for the walls of the toy house 30, without 
necessarily requiring the obliquely extending 
dual slotted tabs in each of the four corners of 
the house, I may employ the decorative Single 
slotted tabs 42 cut from the face of the panel 3 
and in integral hinged engagement thereWith at 
the fold line 43. These tabs 42, in the manner 
previously indicated, may be generally contoured 
and decorated to provide graphic components of 
the toy assembly, in this case the tabs 42 hav 
ing enlarged component portions 44 in the form 
of a simulated fence or gate. The tab 42 is 
formed with a slot 45 of limited width and depth 
for reception of the side wall 46 at the slot 47 
thereof and for cooperative slotted interlocking 
engagement, the slot 47 opening to the lower 
marginal edge of the wall 46 at its conjugation 
With the Side wall 32. 

For the purpose of further illustrating the emi 
ployment of a container box section for the Sup 
porting of objects thereon in interlocking slotting 
engagement by means of tabs adapted to form 
graphic components of the toy element and/or 
the supporting base, Fig. 12 illustrates an in 
verted container box section, the face panel 48 
thereof being provided with a hinged tab. 49 cut 
from the face panel 48 and elevatable from the 
plane thereof, this tab. 49 being generally con 
toured and illustrated to simulate a wave and to 
form a graphic component of the face of the 
panel 48, which may be decorated to illustrate 
water, and to form a graphic component of the 
toy boat 50 supported on the panel 48, and in 
slotted interlocking engagement and mutually 
erected relationship with the Wave tab 49. 

It Will be understood from the foregoing that 
Various other forms of toys and toy components 
in addition to those specifically illustrated, may 
be mounted in firm interlocking slotted engage 
ment on the face panel of a container box section 
in the manner and by the means hereinbefore 
described and illustrated. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. In a structural toy, a sheet material base 

panel and a sheet material toy component com 
prising two faces in side-edgewise meeting angu 
lar relationship to each other constructed and 
arranged to be Supported in upright position on 
Said panel, said toy element faces being each 
formed with a slot opening to their lower mar 
ginal edges adjacent their convergent side edges 
and Said base panel comprising a tab in hinged 
engagement thereWith and elevatable from the 
plane thereof for projection within an adjacent 
pair of Said slots at an oblique intersecting angle 
to Said faces. 

2. In a structural toy, a paperboard or the like 
bendable, relatively stiff sheet material base pan 
el and a sheet material toy component compris 
ing two faces in Side-edgewise meeting angular 
relationship to each other constructed and ar 
ranged to be supported in upright position on 
said panel, said toy element faces being each 
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formed with a slot opening to their lower mar 
ginal edges adjacent their convergent-side edges 
and said base panel comprising a tab in hinged 
engagement therewith and elevatable from the 
plane thereof formed with a pair of upwardly 
extendible slots, said tab being adapted to be 
projected within an adjacent pair of slots in 
Said element faces at an oblique interSecting 
angle to said faces for interlocking slotted en 
gagement thereWith. 

3. In a structural toy, a paperboard or the like 
sheet material base panel and a sheet material 
toy component comprising two faces in side 
edgewise meeting angular relationship to each 
other constructed and arranged to be Supported 
in upright position on said panel, said toy ele 
ment faces being each formed with a slot open 
ing to their lower marginal edges adjacent their 
convergent side edges and said base panel com 
prising a tab in hinged engagement therewith 
and elevatable from the plane thereof formed 
With a pair of upwardly extendible slots, said 
tab being adapted to be projected within an 
adjacent pair of slots in Said element faces at 
an oblique intersecting angle to said faces for 
interlocking slotted engagement therewith, said 
tab being shaped and decorated to form a graph 
ic complement to an intergaged toy component. 

4. A structural toy comprising a supporting 
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6 
base composed of a paperboard container box 
section, a sheet material toy element in edgewise 
elevated position on the face thereof comprising 
a pair of surface panels in side-edgewise angular 
meeting relationship each formed with a down 
wardly opening slot adjacent their convergent 
side edges, and tab means cut from and in inte 
gral hinged engagement with the face of said 
box section and formed with a pair of upwardly 
opening slots, said tab means extending at an 
oblique intersecting angle to said pair of sur 
face panels of the supported toy element and 
being in interlocking slotted engagement there 
with. 

5. A structural toy comprising a Supporting 
base composed of a paperboard or the like con 
tainer box section having dual-slotted tab means 
cut from and in integral hinged engagement with 
the face panel thereof for supporting in inter 
locked erected position thereon a toy house wall 
and the like elements having a pair of surface 
panels in side-edgewise meeting angular rela 
tionship, said surface panels being each formed 
with a downwardly opening slot adjacent their 
Convergent side edges for joint reception and 
interlocking engagement with one of said tab 
means at an oblique intersecting angle to said 
faces. 

EARLM, ROACH. 


