(No-Model.)

~ J. E. EDWARDS..
SCHOOL BAG.

No. 511,690, | ‘Patented Dec. 26, 1893.




10

20

25

3°

35

40

45

50

UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.,

JOHN EDWARD EDWARDS, OF TORONTO, CANADA.

SCHOOL-BAG.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 511,690, dated Dscember 26, 1893,
Application filed September 14, 1893, Serial No. 485,461, (Nomodel.) Patented in Canada February 20, 1893, No. 42,065,

To all whom it may concein:

Be it known that I, JoEN EDWARD ED-
WARDS, manufacturer, of the city of Toronto,
in the county of York, in the Province of On-
tario, Canada, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in School-Bags, Military
Haversacks or Knapsacks, and such Like
Articles, of whichthe following is a specifica-
tion, this invention having been patented to
me in the Dominion of Canada under date of
February 20,1898, No. 42,055.

My invention relates to improvements in
school bags, haversacks, knapsacks and such
like articles and the object of the invention
is, first, to provide a simple means whereby
the flap for the school bag may be closed and
held so while it is being carried without the
necessity of using buckles; secondly, to pro-
vide means whereby it may in addition be
carried as a knapsack, and, thirdly, to con-
struct the bag or receptacle in the form of a
haversack and provide means for not only
closing the flap of the haversack but also for
h_olding it when rolled or folded and it con-
sists essentially, first, of securing a ecross
bar by straps attached to the frontof the bag
beneath the closed down position of the flap,
the cross bar being held slightly above the
top of the bag, so as to close the flap by its
straps by means of the carrying strap of the
bag, which extends beneath the cross bar;
secondly, of securing a loop near the bottom
edge of the back of the bag through which
the carrying strapis passed after having been
passed beneath the cross bar, and, thirdly,
in providing depending loops at the ends of
the closing straps, which when the haversack
is folded up are slipped over the ends of the
cross bar thereby serving to hold the haver-
sack in the folded or rolled condition as here-
inafter more particularly explained.

Figure 1, is a perspective view of a bag de-
signed to be carried in the ordinary way.
Fig. 2, 1s a view showing my bag thrown open.
Iig. 3, is a view showing the adaptability of
the bagas aknapsack. Fig. 4,shows an alter-
native way of carrying the bag. Fig. 5,1s a

cross section through the cross bar. Fig.6,is-

a detail of the haversack unfolded. Tig.7,
is a detail of the haversack folded up. Fig.
8, i8 a'cross section showing the arrangement
of the straps.

In the drawings like letters of referencein-
dicate corresponding parts in each figure.

A, is the body of the bag, B, the flap and,
C, the straps which are stitched at, ¢, below
the position which the flap will assume when
the bag is closed. The upper ends of the
straps, C, extend around the cross bar, D,
and are riveted to the strap as shown.

E, is the carrying strap which is secured
preferably by stitching at, e, and, ¢’, at the
back of the bag. When the bag is closed as
shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 4, the carrying strap
is inserted between the cross bar and thetop
of the bag and pulled tight. The flap, B, is
folded down as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, being
held between the free ends of the straps, B,
and the body of the bag by the binding po-
sition of the ends of the straps, D, as shown
in these figures.

When itis desired to open the bag the car-
rying strap has to be withdrawn from its posi-
tion between the top of the bag and the eross
bar, D, and the flap, B, thrown up and the
cross bar thrown down into the position shown
in Fig. 2.

When it is desired to carry my bag after
the manner of a knapsack I provide a loop,
F, which I secure at the bottom of the back
of the bag and pass the carrying strap for-
ward through. it thusforming two largeloops
through which the arms may be inserted so
as to throw the bag over the shoulders in the
manner commonly understood.

In Fig. 4, I show the carrying strap passed
around the back of the bag in a peculiar
manner. The straps, E, in this case are at-
tached as shown in Fig. 3, to the back of the
bag and first passed beneath the -cross bar,
D, then over it and around the back and
front of the bag as indicated by dotted and
tall lines in Fig. 4, where the straps, E, pass
again underneath the cross bar and form a
loop extending above the cross bar by which
loop the bag may be carried.

In Fig. 5, it will be seen that the crossbar,
D, is made hollow, so that pencils may bein-
serted therein, one of the ends forminga cap
so as to retain the peuncils within the cross
bar which thus forms a very convenient
holder for pencils. ‘

In Figs. 6,7, and 8, I fasten the closing
strap, C, by rivets ¢, to the face of the bag
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beneath the position in which the flap will
assuime when closed down and extend these
straps forming depending loops, C’,asshown.
‘When the bag is folded up as shown in Figs.
7 and E?: by being turned inwardly from the
face, these depending loops, C’, are slipped
over the ends of the cross bar, D, thereby
serving to securely hold the haversack to-
gether when folded. In the case of the hav-
ersack, of course, thebelt or carrying strap, E,
would be merely passed beneath the cross bar
and the weight of the bag coming upon the
belt and the eross bar would of course serve to
keep the closing strap, C, taut and the flap
closed. o

Formerly in school-bags the weight of the
bag was carried upon the ends of the carry-
ing strap but it will be seen from my inven-
tion that the cross bar, D, serves to distribute
the weight between the ends of the carrying
strap and the ends of the closing strap there-
byequalizing it and asa consequence making
the bag last for a much longer time.

T am aware that it is not new to provide
bagswith a closing strap or cord and that such
closing strap or cord has been provided with
the handle, which may be inserted through
the cord so as to draw the bag together at the
top in creases or folds. 1In this form-of clos-
ing strap or cord as the top of the bag had to
be drawn together in order to close it the
capacity of the bag was materially reduced
and such bag was very inconvenient to carry
against the back on account of such creases
-orfolds. Inmyinvention, however, the cross
bar is attached to the bag by straps which
are secured beneath the closed position of the
flaps and the strap which is fastened at the
back of the bag is passed through beneath
this cross bar, so that the bag when the car-
rying strap is drawn tight is completely closed
by the flap and the full capacity of the bag
may be utilized. It may bealso carried upon
the shoulders and the back without any in-
convenience. The eross bar in my ease is of

course not designed for a handle nor can it
be used as such except in conjunetion with

the end of the carrying strap. From thisde-
seription it will be seen that I providea very
simple and effective manner of keeping the
bag securely closed no matter in which posi-
tion it may be carried.

What I elaim as my invention is—

1. In a bag, knapsack or haversack having
a suitable flap a cross bar with strap eonnec-
tions from the ends of the bar to the front
face of the bag below the closed down posi-
tion of the flap and a carrying strap having
its ends secured to the back of the bag near
the upper edge, the loop formed by said car-
rying strap passing between the bar and the
flap being designed by the tension on the
said carrying strap to hold the strap connec-

-tions taut as and for the purpose specified.

2. In a school bag having a suitable flap, a
cross bar with strap connections from the ends

of the bar to the front face of the bag below

the closed down position of the flap, a loop
upen the back of the bag near the bottom,
and a carrying strap having its ends secured
to the back of the bag near the upper edge,

the loop formed by said carrying strap pass-.

ing between the bar and the flap, and having

its central portion loosely held by the loop,.

substantially as deseribed.

3. In abag, knapsack or haversack having
a suitable flap a cross bar with strap con-
nections from the ends of the bar to the
front face of the bag below the closed down
position of the flap, depending loops extend-
ing from the fastening of the closing straps
and designed to fit over the end of the cross
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bar when the bag is folded and a carrying .

strap having its ends secured to.the back of
the bag near the upper edge, the loop formed
by said earrying strap passing between the
bar and the flap and being designed by the
tension on the said earryingstrap to hold the
strap connections taut as and for.the purpose
specified.
JOHN EDWARD EDWARDS.
Witnesses:
B. Boyp,
H. H. Younxa.
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