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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that we, JAMES STEPHEN HowLT
and WILLIAM WILSON ELDRED, of Seattle,in
the county of King and State of Washington,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Suspenders, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The invention relates to wearing-apparel;
and its object is to provide certain new and
useful improvements in suspenders, whereby
the suspenders can be conveniently attached
to or detached from trousersand allowed free
movement of the wearer’s body from side to
side without much strain or pull on the shoul-
ders.

The invention consists of certain parts and
details and combinations of the same, as will
be fully described hereinafter, and then
pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figurelisaperspective view of the improve-
ment. Fig. 2 is an enlarged front elevation
of the shoulder-strap, buckle, hook, and ring;
and Fig. 3 is a transverse section of the same.
Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken
through the buckle in the plane indicated by
theline4 4 in Fig. 2, and Fig. 5 is an enlarged

sectional view taken through the bucklein the |

plane indicated by the line 5 5 in Fig. 2.
The improved suspenders, asshown in Fig.
1, are provided with shoulder-straps A, made
of leather or other suitable material, and car-
rying at their front ends buckles B, each of
which is formed with a hook C, adapted to be
engaged by-a loop D, held on a ring E, through
which passes the corresponding suspender-
end I, adapted to be buttoned upon the but-
tons G of the trousers. The rearends of the
shoulder-straps A are connected with the
sides of a triangular extension I, formed on
the shank of a hook I, adapted tobe engaged
by a ring J, connected by short straps K with
loops I,held on asecond set of rings N, through
which pass the two suspender-ends F at or
near theirrearends. Each buckleB is formed
of aloop or frame of wire comprising upright
side portions b b, a horizontal bar b’ at the up-
per ends of said side bars, and a lower cross-
bar 0? at the lower ends of said side bars,

said lower cross-bar being bent downwardly
at its central portion, as indicated at 03, to
form a depending extension, the lower ex-
tremity of which is bent upwardly, as seen at
b, to form a hook to receive the eye or loop
D. Thebrace-barcis extended across the up-
per portion of the buckle B, being formed of
sheet metal having its opposite edges turned
up or flanged and having its opposite ends
provided at their upper and lower sides with
arms ¢, each of which is bent around the ad-
jacent side bar b of the buckle B. Theloops
formed by said arms ¢ are spaced apart, as
clearly seen in Figs. 2 and 4, and between
said arms each side bar b is bent outwardly,
as clearly seen at 0° in Figs. 3 and 4, to form
& stop to prevent movement of the brace-bar
c on said side bars b. At its central portion
the brace-bar ¢is provided with an extension
c% projecting from one side, as indicated in
the drawings, and said extension is bent to
form the loopseen in Figs. 2 and 3, in which
is held a bent metal locking-plate ¢%, the ends
of which extend into engagement with the up-
per cross-bar b’ of the buckle B, and are
adapted to pass through apertures in the
straps A. . )

The opposite side portions of the depend-
ing extension % of the buckle are connected
by a brace-plate d, the opposite ends of which
are bent, as indicated at d’ in Figs. 2, 8, and
5, around said side portions of the extension
b% while the central portion of said plate ex-
tends forward and then downward, as clearly
seen at d in Fig. 3, being reduced at its lower
end to form a spring adapted to retain the
loop D in place when inserted in the hook b4,
Now it will be seen that by the construction
described each of the suspender-ends F en-
gages the rings E and N, of which the ring
E issuspended from the buckle B at the front
end of the shoulder-strap A, and the other
ring N is snspended from the hook I, con-
nected with the rear ends of the shoulder-
straps. A third ring O engages each sus-
pender-end ¥ between the rings K and N; but
nearer to the ring E, -and this ring O is'pro-
vided with aloop P, held on astrap Q, buickled
to another button G on the trousers. Now
it will be seen that by the arrangement de-
scribed the wearer can move his body from
side to side without much strain on his shoul-
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ders, as the suspender-ends F readily adjust
themselves in the rings E, O,and N to permit
sidewise movement of the body withoutstrain
on the shoulder-straps and the shoulders of
the wearer. It will further be seen that by
the arrangement described the loops D and
the ring J can readily be detached from the
hooks C and I, respectively, so as to discon-
nect the shoulder-straps from the trousers
and without detaching or unbuttoning the
suspender - ends from the buttons of the
trousers. By having the extension H made
triangular in form the shoulder-straps A di-
verge in the proper direction from the mid-
dle of the wearer’s back to the shoulders,and
at the same time the base of the extension
forms a continuation of the shank of the hook
I, so that this part of the suspenders can be
cheaply manufactured. Moreover, the ex-
tension holds the shoulder-straps at a proper
angle. The hook I also forms a pivotal con-
nection between the shoulder-straps A and
the diverging extension-straps K, thereby al-
lowing of an easy lateral motion of the said
straps.

Having thus fully described our invention,
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. Suspenders, comprising shoulder-straps

converging at the rear, extension-straps in-
dependent of each other, each of said exten-
sion-straps being pivotally connected to the
rear ends of the shoulder-straps and diverg-
ing from each other, and suspender-ends
adapted to be fastened to a pair of frousers
and loosely connected to the front ends of
the shoulder-straps and to the lower ends of
the extension - straps, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. In a buckle, the combination of a frame
comprising side barsand cross-bars, the lower
cross - bar having its central portion bent
downwardly and then upwardly to form a
hook, and a brace formed of sheet metal and
having loops at its opposite sides embracing
the sides of the depending portion of the
frame, said brace having a projecting cen-
tral portion bent forwardly between the sides
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of the depending portion of the frame and -

downwardly and arranged to engage the hook
at the lower end of said depending portion of
the frame, substantially as set forth.

JAMES S. HOLT.
WILLIAM W. ELDRED.
Witnesses:
ScorT CROUCH,
THOMAS ASPINALLL.
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