
©  

Europaisches  Pa ten tamt  

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets 
©  Publication  number: 0  1 0 1   2 7 4  

A 2  

1121 EUROPEAN  PATENT  APPLICATION 

©  Application  number:  83304552.9 

©  Date  of  filing:  05.08.83 

©  Int.  CI.3:  B  42  F  5 /00  
B  42  F  3/00,  B  42  D  15 /02  

(30)  Priority:  11.08.82  GB  8223031 

©  Date  of  publication  of  application: 
22.02.84  Bulletin  84/8 

©  Designated  Contracting  States: 
IT 

©  Applicant:  Billingham,  Paul  Richmond 
40  Blandford  Road 
Chiswick  London  W.4(GB) 

©  Inventor:  Billingham,  Paul  Richmond 
40  Blandford  Road 
Chiswick  London  W.4(GB) 

©  Representative:  Batchellor,  John  Robert  et  al, 
BATCHELLOR,  KIRK  &  EYLES  2  Pear  Tree  Court 
Farringdon  Road 
London  ECIRODS(GB) 

©  Articles  of  stationery. 

  A  card  1  is  described  which  when  used  in  conjunction 
with  a  photograph  3  forms  a  postcard-like  whole.  The  card  1 
has  an  adhesively  coated  edge  portion  2  which  prior to  use  is 
protected  by  a  removable  covering  (not  shown).  The  edge  of 
the  photograph  3  is  pressed  into  engagement  with  the 
adhesive  layer  2  so  that  the  card  and  photograph  are 
permanently  joined  together. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a r t i c l e s   of  s t a t i o n e r y  

and  p a r t i c u l a r l y   bu t   n o t   e x c l u s i v e l y   to   p o s t c a r d s   and  i n d e x  

c a r d s .  

I t   i s   known  to  p r o v i d e   a  p o s t c a r d   w i t h   some  f o r m  

of  a d h e s i v e   on  one  s i d e   so  t h a t   an  e n t i r e   p h o t o g r a p h   may  b e  

a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o .   Such  p o s t c a r d s   e n a b l e   a  u s e r   to   s e l e c t  

and  t a k e   t h e   p i c t u r e   to   be  s e n t   on  p o s t c a r d .   Such   a  

p o s t c a r d   d o e s   h o w e v e r   h a v e   t h e   d i s a d v a n t a g e s   t h a t   t h e  

c o m b i n a t i o n   of  a  c a r d   and  a  p h o t o g r a p h   i s   r e l a t i v e l y   t h i c k  

and  b u l k y   when  c o m p a r e d   to   a  n o r m a l   p i c t u r e   p o s t c a r d ,   a n d  

t h a t   as  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,   p o s t a g e   c o s t s   p a r t i c u l a r l y   a i r m a i l  

p o s t a g e   c o s t s   may  be  i n c r e a s e d .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   one  a s p e c t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   a n  

a r t i c l e   of  s t a t i o n e r y   c o m p r i s e s :   a  r e c t a n g u l a r   c a r d   w h i c h  

h a s   i t s   t w o   s i d e s   p r e p a r e d   in   a  d e s i r e d   m a n n e r   a n d   h a s   o n e  

edge   p o r t i o n   p r e p a r e d   to   r e c e i v e   and  to   h a v e   a t t a c h e d  

p e r m a n e n t l y   t h e r e t o   an  e d g e   p o r t i o n   of  a  p h o t o g r a p h   so  t h a t  

t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   and   t h e   c a r d   f o r m  a   u n i t   and   so  t h a t   t h e   a r e a  

of  t h e   c a r d   o t h e r   t h a n   t h e   e d g e   p o r t i o n   i s   a v a i l a b l e   f o r   u s e  

as  d e s i r e d .  

I t   w i l l   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   t h e   t e r m   " p h o t o g r a p h "  

is   m e a n t   to   c o v e r   p h o t o g r a p h i c   i m a g e s   and  s i m i l a r   i t e m s   a s  

f o r   e x a m p l e   p r i n t e d   or  l i t h o g r a p h e d   i m a g e s   or  m a t t e r ,   a n d  

t h e r e f o r e   t h e   t e r m   " p h o t o g r a p h "   s h o u l d   n o t   be  r e g a r d e d   a s  

s t r i c t l y   l i m i t i n g .   In  c o m b i n a t i o n   w i t h   a  p h o t o g r a p h   t h e  

c a r d   can  p r o v i d e   a  l i g h t - w e i g h t   b u t   s t r o n g   p o s t c a r d   w h i c h  

may  be  s e n t   by  p o s t   in  t h e   n o r m a l   m a n n e r ,   or  an  i n d e x   c a r d  

w h i c h   may  be  f i l e d   to   d i s p l a y   c o n v e n i e n t l y   t h e   p h o t o g r a p h .  

The  r e c t a n g u l a r   c a r d   may  a p p r o p r i a t e l y   b e  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h a l f   t h e   s i z e   of   a  p o s t c a r d   and  may  t h u s   b e  

t e r m e d   a  " p a r t - p o s t c a r d " ,   a l t h o u g h   i t   may  in  i t s e l f   f a l l  

w i t h i n   or  o u t s i d e   t h e   r e g u l a t i o n   s i z e   f o r   a  p o s t c a r d .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   t h e   e d g e   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   c a r d   has   a  



l a y e r   of  a d h e s i v e   w h i c h   i s   c a p a b l e   of  f o r m i n g   a  p e r m a n e n t  

bond  w i t h   t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   and  w h i c h   is   n o r m a l l y   c o v e r e d   w i t h  

a  r e m o v a b l e   p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r ,   t h e   p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   b e i n g  

r e m o v e d   in  u s e   so  as   t o   e x p o s e   t h e   a d h e s i v e   and   a l l o w   t h e  

e d g e   of  t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   to   be  a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o .  

The  a d h e s i v e   l a y e r   may  be  c o n s t i t u t e d   by  d o u b l e  

s i d e d   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   e d g e   p o r t i o n   by  o n e  

a d h e s i v e   s i d e ,   t h e   o t h e r   a d h e s i v e   s i d e   r e t a i n i n g   t h e  

p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   u n t i l   t h e   c a r d   is  r e q u i r e d   f o r   u s e .  

A c c o r d i n g   t o   a n o t h e r   a s p e c t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s  

a  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  a  r e c t a n g u l a r   c a r d   and  a  p h o t o g r a p h ;   t h e  

c a r d   h a v i n g   i t s   t w o   s i d e s   p r e p a r e d   in   a  d e s i r e d   m a n n e r ,   a n d  

e i t h e r   t h e   c a r d   or   t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   or  b o t h   b e i n g   p r e p a r e d   s o  

t h a t   t h e   c a r d   and   t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   can  be  p e r m a n e n t l y   a t t a c h e d  

t o   e a c h   o t h e r   a l o n g   o n e   e d g e   p o r t i o n   of   e a c h   t o   f o r m   a  u n i t  

w h i c h   may  be  u s e d   as   a  p o s t c a r d   or  as  an  i n d e x i n g   c a r d .  

A  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  b e  

d e s c r i b e d   by  way  of  e x a m p l e   and  w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   w h e r e i n :  

F i g u r e   1  s h o w s   in   p l a n   v i e w   o n e   f o r m   of   c a r d   w i t h  

a  p h o t o g r a p h   a t t a c h e d ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   c a r d   of  F i g u r e  

1 ;  

F i g u r e s   3  and   4  show  t h e   two  s i d e s   of  a  p e r f o r a t e d  

s h e e t   f r o m   w h i c h   a  n u m b e r   of   c a r d s   may  be  d e t a c h e d .  

R e f e r r i n g   t o   F i g u r e s   1  and  2  of  t h e   d r a w i n g s ,   a n  

a r t i c l e   of   s t a t i o n e r y   in   t h e   f o r m   of  a  c a r d   1  i s   p r e p a r e d   o n  

b o t h   s i d e s   in   a  d e s i r e d   m a n n e r   and   h a s   a d j a c e n t   one   e d g e   a  

s t r i p   of  d o u b l e   s i d e d   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   2  w h i c h   i s   s t u c k   by  o n e  

s i d e   to  t h e   c a r d   a n d   i s   s u i t a b l e   to  r e c e i v e   a  p h o t o g r a p h   o r  

s i m i l a r   i t e m   3.  The   o u t e r   s i d e   of  t h e   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   2  i s  

c o v e r e d   w i t h   a  r e m o v a b l e   p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   4.  When  r e q u i r e d ,  

t h e   p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   4  i s   r e m o v e d   f rom  t h e   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   2 

and   a  p h o t o g r a p h   3  i s   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   c a r d   1  by  p r e s s i n g   t h e  

p h o t o g r a p h   3  i n t o   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   2.  T h e  



c a r d   and  p h o t o g r a p h   3  t h e n   t o g e t h e r   fo rm  a  u n i t a r y   o b j e c t  

w h i c h   may  be  t r a n s m i t t e d   t h r o u g h   n o r m a l   m a i l   s e r v i c e s   a n d  

t r e a t e d   as  a  n o r m a l   p o s t c a r d ,   or  u s e d   as  an  i n d e x i n g   c a r d   i n  

a  f i l i n g   s y s t e m .   The  s t r u c t u r e   of  t h e   r e s u l t i n g   " p o s t c a r d "  

i s   s t r o n g   and  d u r a b l e   and  has   a  s i n g l e   t h i c k n e s s   e x c e p t   f o r  

t h e   o v e r l a p p i n g   p o r t i o n   w h e r e   t h e   p a r t - p o s t c a r d   1  and  t h e  

p h o t o g r a p h   3  a r e   a t t a c h e d   to   one  a n o t h e r .  

I f   d e s i r e d   a  l a y e r   of  a d h e s i v e   g i v i n g   a  p e r m a n e n t  

b o n d   may  r e p l a c e   t h e   s t r i p   of  d o u b l e   s i d e d   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   i n  

F i g u r e   2.  In  t h a t   c a s e   a  p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   i s   a g a i n   a p p l i e d  

to  t h e   a d h e s i v e .  

The  c a r d   1  may  be  made   of  c a r d b o a r d ,   p l a s t i c i s e d  

c a r d ,   or  s i m i l a r   s u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l .   The  c a r d   may  b e  

p r e p a r e d   w i t h   a r e a s   f o r   d i s p l a y i n g   a d v e r t i s i n g   m a t t e r   a s  

d e s i r e d .   The  a d h e s i v e   t a p e   2  i s   s u i t a b l e   f o r   s e c u r e l y   a n d  

p e r m a n e n t l y   r e t a i n i n g   t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   3  w h i c h   may  h a v e   a  

p l a s t i c i s e d   b a c k i n g .   As  w e l l   as  b e i n g   as  h e r e i n b e f o r e  

d e s c r i b e d ,   t h e   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   2  may  be  r e p l a c e d   by,   f o r  

e x a m p l e ,   a  s e r i e s   of  s p a c e d   a r e a s   of  a d h e s i v e   c a p a b l e   o f  

g i v i n g   a  p e r m a n e n t   bond  w i t h   a  p h o t o g r a p h ;   e a c h   a r e a   m a y  
h a v e   a  s e p a r a t e   p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   or  a  s i n g l e   p r o t e c t i v e  

l a y e r   may  be  a p p l i e d   to   t h e   e n t i r e   e d g e   p o r t i o n   t o   o v e r l i e  

a l l   t h e   a d h e s i v e   a r e a s .  

I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   t h e   d o u b l e   s i d e d   t a p e  

or  a d h e s i v e   l a y e r   c o u l d   be  f i x e d   to   t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   i n i t i a l l y  

and  t h e   p a r t - p o s t c a r d   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o .  

The   c a r d s   1  m a y   be  p r e p a r e d   in   s h e e t s   as   s h o w n   i n  

F i g u r e s   3  a n d   4,  e a c h   s h e e t   c o m p r i s i n g   a  n u m b e r   of   p a i r s   o f  

c a r d s   l a   and  l b   s e p a r a t e d   by  l i n e s   of  p e r f o r a t i o n s   1 0  

e n a b l i n g   i n d i v i d u a l   c a r d s   to   be  r e m o v e d   as  r e q u i r e d .   A f t e r  

p r i n t i n g   and  b e f o r e   p e r f o r a t i n g ,   a  s t r i p   11  of  d o u b l e   s i d e d  

a d h e s i v e   t a p e   h a v i n g   a  p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   s i m i l a r   to   t h a t   o f  

F i g u r e s   1  and  2  i s   a p p l i e d   c e n t r a l l y   o v e r   t h e   f u l l   l e n g t h   o f  

t h e   s h e e t ;   t h e   w i d t h   of  t h e   s t r i p   11  i s   d o u b l e   t h a t   r e q u i r e d  

f o r   a  s i n g l e   c a r d .   The  s h e e t   i s   t h e n   p e r f o r a t e d ,   a  c e n t r a l  



l i n e   of   p e r f o r a t i o n s   10a  e x t e n d i n g   t h r o u g h   b o t h   t h e   s t r i p  

and  t h e   s h e e t   so  t h a t   on  s e p a r a t i o n   of  t h e   c a r d s   la   and  1 b  

a l o n g   t h e   l i n e   10a  e a c h   c a r d   has   i t s   own  a d h e s i v e   s t r i p .   A s  

s h o w n   in  F i g u r e   5,  t h e   c a r d s   l a ,   Ib   a r e   so  p r i n t e d   t h a t   t h e  

a d h e s i v e   s t r i p   i s   in  e a c h   c a s e   on  t h e   s a m e ,   r i g h t   hand   s i d e ,  

e d g e   o f   t h e   c a r d .  

The  s h e e t   i n c l u d e s   m a r g i n a l   m o u n t i n g   p o r t i o n s   12  

a t   e a c h   s i d e   e d g e ,   t h o s e   p o r t i o n s   h a v i n g   e n l a r g e d  

p e r f o r a t i o n s   13  and   b e i n g   d e f i n e d   by  l e n g t h w i s e   l i n e s   o f  

p e r f o r a t i o n s   14.  When  t h e   c a r d s   a r e   t o   be  s e n t   t h r o u g h   t h e  

p o s t   a f t e r   t h e   a t t a c h m e n t   of  p h o t o g r a p h s ,   t h e   a p p r o p r i a t e  

t e r m i n a l   p o r t i o n   12  i s   d i s c a r d e d ,   b u t   i f   a  c a r d   or  s h e e t   i s  

t o   be  f i l e d   w i t h   an  a t t a c h e d   p h o t o g r a p h   or  p h o t o g r a p h s ,   t h e  

m a r g i n a l   p o r t i o n   12  may  be  r e t a i n e d ,   t h e   p e r f o r a t i o n s   1 3  

f a c i l i t a t i n g   p l a c e m e n t   in  a  r i n g   b i n d e r ,   l e v e r - a r c h   f i l e   o r  

t h e   l i k e ,   and  t h e   c a r d s   or  t h e   s h e e t s   t h e n   c o n s t i t u t e  

s e p a r a t e   p a g e s   in  a  f i l i n g   s y s t e m .   The  c a r d s   c o u l d   a l s o   b e  

u s e d   i n d i v i d u a l l y   as  i n d e x i n g   c a r d s ,   c a r r y i n g ,   f o r   e x a m p l e  

p h o t o g r a p h s   of  i t e m s   f o r   s a l e   or  r e c o r d s   of   s t a g e s   o f  

p r o g r e s s   of  a  d e s i r e d   p r o j e c t .   The  c a r d s   w i l l   b e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y   u s e f u l   t o   s u r v e y o r s   f o r   r e c o r d i n g   p r o p e r t i e s  

h e l d ,   and  d o c t o r s   f o r   r e c o r d i n g   p r o g r e s s   of  t h e i r   p a t i e n t s .  

The  d o u b l e   s i d e d   s t r i p   11  of   F i g u r e   3  may  o f  

c o u r s e   be  r e p l a c e d   by  a  l a y e r   of  a d h e s i v e   a p p l i e d   to   t h e  

s h e e t   and  c o v e r e d   by  a  p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r .  



1.  An  a r t i c l e   of  s t a t i o n e r y   c o m p r i s i n g :   a  r e c t a n g u l a r  

c a r d   (1)  w h i c h   has   i t s   two  s i d e s   p r e p a r e d   in  a  d e s i r e d  

m a n n e r   and  w h i c h   i s   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  h a v i n g   one  edge  p o r t i o n  

(2)  p r e p a r e d   to   r e c e i v e   and  to  h a v e   a t t a c h e d   p e r m a n e n t l y  

t h e r e t o   an  edge   p o r t i o n   of  a  p h o t o g r a p h   (3)  so  t h a t   t h e  

p h o t o g r a p h   (3)  and  t h e   c a r d   (1)  f o r m   a  u n i t   and  so  t h a t   t h e  

a r e a   of   t h e   c a r d   o t h e r   t h a n   edge   p o r t i o n   i s   a v a i l a b l e   f o r  

u s e   as  d e s i r e d .  

2.  An  a r t i c l e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   t h e   edge   p o r t i o n   of   t h e   c a r d   h a s   a  l a y e r   (2)  o f  

a d h e s i v e   w h i c h   is   c a p a b l e   of  f o r m i n g   a  p e r m a n e n t   bond  w i t h  

t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   and  w h i c h   i s   n o r m a l l y   c o v e r e d   w i t h   a  

r e m o v a b l e   p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   (4) ,   and  t h e   p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   ( 4 )  

b e i n g   r e m o v e d   in  u s e   so  as  to   e x p o s e   t h e   a d h e s i v e   and  a l l o w  

t h e   e d g e   of  t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   (3)  to   be  p e r m a n e n t l y   a t t a c h e d  

t h e r e t o .  

3.  An  a r t i c l e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1  or  c l a i m   2 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   d o u b l e   s i d e d   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   is   a t t a c h e d  

t o   t h e   e d g e   p o r t i o n   by  one   a d h e s i v e   s i d e   w h i l e   t h e   o t h e r  

a d h e s i v e   s i d e   r e t a i n s   a  p r o t e c t i v e   l a y e r   ( 3 ) .  

4.  A  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  a  r e c t a n g u l a r   c a r d   (1)  and  a  

p h o t o g r a p h   (3) ;   t h e   c a r d   (1)  h a v i n g   i t s   two   s i d e s   p r e p a r e d  

in  a  d e s i r e d   m a n n e r ,   and  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   e i t h e r   t h e  

c a r d   (1)  or  t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   (3)  or  b o t h   b e i n g   p r e p a r e d   s o  

t h a t   t h e   c a r d   (1)  and  t h e   p h o t o g r a p h   (3)  can   be  p e r m a n e n t l y  

a t t a c h e d   to  each   o t h e r   a l o n g   one  e d g e   p o r t i o n   of  e a c h ,   so  a s  

t o   f o r m   a  u n i t   w h i c h   may  be  u s e d   as  a  p o s t c a r d   or  as  a n  

i n d e x i n g   c a r d .  



5.  A  s h e e t   of   a t   l e a s t   two  c a r d s   ( l a ,   l b ) ,   e a c h   b e i n g  

an  a r t i c l e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   2  or  c l a i m   3,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t h e   c a r d s   a r e   s e p a r a t e d   f r o m   one   a n o t h e r   b y  

p e r f o r a t i o n s   (10 ,   10a)   e n a b l i n g   each   c a r d   to   be  d e t a c h e d .  

6.  A  s h e e t   of  c a r d s   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   5 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   i n c l u d i n g   a  m o u n t i n g   p o r t i o n   (12)  a l o n g   a t  

l e a s t   to   one   e d g e   of  t h e   s h e e t   to   f a c i l i t a t e   m o u n t i n g   of   t h e  

s h e e t   or   a  c a r d   (1)  in   a  b i n d e r   or  t h e   l i k e .  

7.  A  s h e e t   of  c a r d s   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   6 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   m o u n t i n g   p o r t i o n   (12)  i s   p u n c t u r e d  

(13)  t o   f a c i l i t a t e   m o u n t i n g   of  t h e   s h e e t   or  a  c a r d   in  a  r i n g  

b i n d e r   or  t h e   l i k e .  

8.  A  s h e e t   of   c a r d s   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   6  or  c l a i m   7 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   m o u n t i n g   p o r t i o n   (12)  i s  

d e t a c h a b l e .  
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