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(57) Abstract: [Problem] To develop a medication dispensing device which is

(a)

) 16(10)

capable of packing medication with increased speed and accuracy while achiev-
ing a decrease in overall size of the device without a decrease in the number of
medication containers that can be accommodated. [Solution] A medication dis-
pensing device comprising: a medication container 30 which houses a powdered
drug; a medication container housing unit 3 in which a plurality of medication
containers is stored; a container moving means 5; and a wrapping device 6. The
container moving means 5 includes a container holder means for holding the
medication container 30, a transport means for moving the container holder
means, and a discharge mechanism for discharging the powdered drug from the
medication container, wherein the medication container 30 stored in the medica-
tion container housing unit 3 is extracted by the container moving means 5, the
medication container is moved to a predetermined position by the transport

° means while the medication container is held by the holder means of the contain-

)

er moving means 5, and, with the medication container being held by the contain-
er holder means of the container moving means, the powdered drug is discharged
from the medication container by the discharge mechanism.
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3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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(Invention 1) claims 1-3 and claim 5 which refers to any one of claims
1-3

Claims 1-3 and claim 5 referring to any one of claims 1-3 have the
special technical feature of “amedication dispensing device comprising:
amedication container for housing a powdered drug; amedication container
housing portion for storing a plurality of medication containers; a
container moving means; and a wrapping device, wherein the medication
containers in the medication container housing portion are moved by the
containermovingmeans, the powdered drugis discharged fromthemedication
containers, and the powdered drug is wrapped dose by dose by the wrapping
device, the medication dispensing device characterized in that the
container moving means includes a container holder means for holding
the medication container, a transport means for moving the container
holder means, and a discharge mechanism for discharging the powdered
drug from the medication container, wherein amedication container stored
in the medication container housing portion is taken out by the container
moving means, held by the container holder means of the container moving
means, and moved by the transport means to a predetermined position,
where the powdered drug is discharged out of the medication container
by the discharge mechanism with the medication container held by the
container holder means of the container moving means”, and are therefore
classified into Invention 1.

(Invention 2) claim 4, claim 5 referring to claim 4, and claims 6-8

Claim 4, claim 5 referring to claim 4, and claims 6-8 have the common
technical feature with claim 1, classified into Invention 1, of “a
medication dispensing device comprising: a medication container for
housing apowdereddrug; amedicationcontainer housingportion for storing
apluralityofmedicationcontainers; andacontainermovingmeans, wherein
the medication containers in the medication container housing portion
aremovedby the containermovingmeans, and the powdered drug is discharged
from the medication containers, the medication dispensing device
characterized in that the container moving means includes a container
holder means for holding the medication container, and a transport means
for moving the container holder means, wherein a medication container
stored in the medication container housing portion is taken out by the
containermovingmeans, heldby the container holder means of the container
movingmeans, andmovedbythe transportmeans toapredeterminedposition”.

However, the technical feature, in light of the disclosure of document
3 (in particular, “medication container’” is disclosed in [0087]-[0089];
“medication storagedevice” isdisclosedin [0105]-[0116]; and “container
moving means’” is disclosed in [0187]-[0194]), document 4 (in particular,
“medication container 2C”, “medication container housing shelf 1017,
and “medicationcontainermovingmeans 102” aredisclosedin [0157]-[0158]
and FIG. 30), and document 5 (in particular, “powdered drug housing 17,
a housing portion in which a number of “powdered drug housings 1” are
disposed, and “movingmeans 3” aredisclosedin [0007]), doesnot contribute
tothepriorart. Accordingly, the technical feature cannot be considered
to be a special technical feature.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Further, claim 4, claim 5 which refer to claim 4, and claims 6-8 are
not dependent on claim 1.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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In addition, claim 4, claim 5 referring to claim 4, and claims 6-8
have no relationship such that these claims are substantially same as
or equivalent to any claim classified into Invention 1.

Consequently, claim 4, claim 5 referring to claim 4, and claims 6-8
cannot be classified into Invention 1.

Claim 4, claim 5 referring to claim 4, and claims 6-8 have the special
technical feature of “a medication dispensing device comprising: a
medication container for housing a powdered drug; a medication container
housing portion for storing a plurality of medication containers; and
a container moving means, wherein the medication containers in the
medication container housing portion are moved by the container moving
means, and the powdered drug is discharged from the medication containers,
the medication dispensing device characterized in that the container
moving means includes a container holder means for holding the medication
container, a transport means for moving the container holder means, and
a weighing means capable of weighing the medication container being held
by the container holder means, wherein a medication container stored
in the medication container housing portion can be taken out by the
containermovingmeans, heldby the container holdermeans of the container
movingmeans, andmoved by the transport means to a predeterminedposition,
wherein the weight of the medication container is weighed by the weighing
means at any of the stages”, and are accordingly classified into Invention
2.

(Invention 3) claim 9

Claim 9 has a common technical feature with claim 1 classified into
Invention 1 and claim 4 classified into Invention 2 of “a medication
dispensing device comprising a medication container for housing powdered
drug, wherein the powdered drug is discharged out of the medication
container”.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorart inthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the documents 1-5.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

In addition, claim 9 is not dependent on claims 1 and 4.

Further, claim 9 has no relationship such that said claim 9 is
substantially same as or equivalent to any claimclassified into Invention

1 or 2.
Consequently, claim 9 cannot be classified into either Invention 1
or 2.

Claim 9 has the technical feature of “a medication dispensing device
comprising amedication container for housing a powdered drug, a discharge
device for discharging the powdered drug out of the medication container,
and a wrapping device, characterized in that the discharge device is
provided with a discharge side weighing means and includes a temporary
placement container for temporary accumulation of the powdered drug
discharged out of the medication container, wherein the temporary
placement container includes an accepting-side weighing means, wherein
the medication is discharged out of the medication container by the
discharge device, and, when a dose of powdered drug accumulates in the
temporary placement container, the powdered drug in the temporary
placement container is transferred to the wrapping device”, and is
therefore classified into Invention 3.
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