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- To all whom it may concermn:

10

- Be it known that I, FOWLER A. BRANDEN-
BURG, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Vandalia, in the county of Montgomery
and State of Ohio, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Fastening Devices for
Carriage-Curtains, of which the follow ing isa
spec1ﬁcat10n

The invention relates to improvements in
fastening devices for carridge-curtains, which
consists in a certain novel eonstruc’oion and

. combination of devices, fully described here-
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inafter-in connection with the accompanying
drawings, and specifically pomted out in the
appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a.view of a
portion of a carriage-top; showing the im-
proved fastening devices applied thereto in
the operative position. Fig. 2isa detail view
of one of the bows. Fig. 3 is'a similar view
of the upper clip.. Fig. 4 is a transverse sec-
tional view of one of the bows with the edge
of the curtain engaged therein. Fig. 5 is a
transverse sectional view of upperclip. Fig.
6 is a view of a portion of the curtain dlsen-

-gaged from the clip and having a wear-plate

Fig.7 is a detall view of
Fig. 8 shows a modified form

attaehed thereto.
the wear-plate.
of upper clip.

Referring by lettel to the drawings, Ades-

ignates the top of a vehicle having the bows
B B, which consist of spring—metal fastening-
clips C C, secured together in pairs, back to
back, and adapted to receive and engage the
edges of the curtain. Those bows whichhave
the curtain on one side only, as the front
bows, consist of a single clip, as will be under-
stood.

The clips consist of a back ¢’ and conver-
ging sides ¢?, the outer or free edges of which
arerolled, as seen at ¢, to prevent marring the
curtain, and rubber lining-strips D D are ar-

-ranged in the clips, which cover the conver-

gent sides of the clipsand project slightly be-
yond their outer or rolled edges. These lin-
ing-strips are held in place by retaining-bars
E E, which extend longitudinally through the
clips close to the inner sides thereof, and
thereby hold the lining in contact with the
said innersides. The retaining-barsareheld

in place by the convergent sides of the clips.
I F designate. the upper clips, which are

secured in horizontal positions to the frame
of the carriage-top above the upper edges of
the curtain, and consist of a back plate f and

a curved flont portion f”, forming, with the.

back plate f, a groove.

The curtains Gr are doubled at their apper
and side edges, and -in the doubled portions
are arranged cords H H,whic¢h thereby thicken
the edges of the curtain. These corded or

thickened edges are arranged in the elips by-

inserting the former at the ends of the latter,
and a swinging catch or hook Iis pivoted to
the end of the upper clip to close over the
end thereof and prevent the thickened edge
of the curtain from slipping acc1dentally out
of place.

The inner sides of the side clips terminate
at their upper ends a short distance below
the upper clips, to- give space to engage the
side edges of the cmtam in the clips b C after
the upper edge of the same is engaged in the

clip F; but to remove the side edwes of the’

curtain from the clips C C it is simply neces-
sary to grasp the lower corner of the former

below the lower end of the clip‘and pull it

upward and inward.

From the above it will be unde1st00d that
the object in using the rubber lining in the
clips .is to plevent the accidental dlsplace—
ment of the side edges of the curtain and at
the same time enable the said edges to bere-
moved without drawing them up fo theupper
ends of the clips in the reverse manner to
that in which they are inserted.’

The clips may be used without the rubber -

lining; but in this case the edges must be dis-
engaged therefrom by drawmw them upward,
Wherea,s when the said lining is employed,
though the edge of the curtain cannot be
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drawn horizontally out of the clips, it can be -

removed when pulled in the manner deseribed.

I am aware that clips for securing the up-
per thickened edges of carriage-curtains have
heretofore been used, and also that the side
edges of the said curtains have been engaged
under flat plates and the like to hold them in
position, and I therefore do not claim this
construction broadly.

K K represent wear-plates, which are se-
cured to:the corners of the curtains, to facili-
tate their insertion in the clips and prevent
curling or injuring the same.
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In Fig. 8 of the drawings is illustrated a
modified form of the upper clip, which is
bent upward atits lower edge to form a flange
N, and a rubber strip M is engaged under
the said flange and projects across the mouth
of the eclip, so as to bear against the curtain,
which is engaged therein. When this elip is
employed, the thickened edge of the curtain
isinserted at the end, as before described; but
it may be removed by drawing the curtain
downward foreibly, as the force thus applied
bends the said strips downward and opens
the mouth of the clip sufficiently to allow the
thickened edge of the curtain to escape.
Thismodified f01n1 of uppereclip is preferably
used in combinsgtion with side clips which'are
not provided with the rubber lining herein-
before described, so that the curtain may be
‘detached without drawing it up to the upper
ends of the side clips.

Rolls orscrew-threaded rods R, split-at their
inner ends, as at S, are arranged upon the
ends of the side bows, which, as stated, are
composed of spring-clips arranged in pairs,
back to back. The adjacent backs of said

clips are straddled by the said split-bolts, as’

will be seen in Fig. 2, and said bolts thus
serve the double purpose of connecting the

ends of the clips and forming means for their |.

attachment to the vehicle body and top.

Having thus described the invention, I
claim—

1. The horlzontal upper clips composed of
a back plate f and a curved front portion f/,
and the vertical side clips constructed of
spring metal and consisting of a back ¢’ and
converging sides ¢? terminating a short dis-
tance below the upper clips, combined with
the curtain provided with corded or beaded
edges engaging the said clips, substantially
as specified.

2. The horizontal upper clips secured to a
carriage-top, and the vertical side clips ter-
minating at their upper ends a'short distance
below the upper clips,in combination, with
the curtains provided with corded or beaded
edges engaging the said clips, and the swing-
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ing catches or hooks pivoted to the clips and
closing the open ends thereof, substantially
as specified.

3. The combination, with a carriage-top, of
the horizontal upper clips F F,secured thereto,
the vertical side clips secured to the top and
terminating below the upper clips, the cur-
tains provided with corded or beaded edges
engaging the said clips, and the wear-plates
K K, secured to the curtains near their cor-
ners, substantially as and for the purpose
specified.

4. The combination of the clips, the 1ubbe1
lining-strips arranged in.the clips and pro-
jecting outward beyond the edges of itssides,
and the retaining-bars arranged in the clips
tohold the said lining-strips in place, with the
curtain provided with thickened or corded
edges fitting in thesaid clips, substantially as
speclﬁed

5. The combination, with a carriage- top, of
the side bows comprising the spund-metal
clips arranged in pairs, back to back, and
provided Wlth rubber linings, the upper clip
arranged horizontally above the upper ends
of the side clips, and the curtain p10v1ded
with thickened or corded edges fitting in the
said clips, substantially as specified.

6. The combination, with the clips having
converging sides, of the rubber lining-strips
placed in the said clips, and the retaining-
plates ingerted between and held by the con-
verging sides thereof, substantially as speci-
fied.

50

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

7. The side bars consisting of the metallic

spring-clips arrang ed in pairs, back to back,
in combination Wlth the split bolts arranved
at the ends of and connecting the adgacenb
backs of said spring-clips, substantially as
sef forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

FOWLER A. BRANDENBURG.

Witnesses:

E. C. BEAVER,
K. FITZPATRICK.
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