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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Louls LAFON, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Ma-
chines for Making the Bodies of Artificial
Flowers, of which the following is a full, clear,

The object of my invention is to provide
certain new and useful improvements in the
machines used for making the cotton balls or
bodies used in making artificial flowers, &e.

The invention consists in the combination,
with a revolving needle or spindle on whieh
the ball is formed out of fiber, of a pattern-
plate provided with an aperture of the shape
that the ball is to have, in which aperture the
ball is revolved while being made, whereby it
obtains the shape of the said aperture.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying |
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal elevation of my
improved machine, parts being shown in sec-
tion on the line x %, Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a cross-
sectional elevation of the same on the liney 7,
Fig. 1. Figs. 83 and 4 are plan views of the
pattern-plates used in the machine. Fig. 5 is
a side view of one of the balls.

A needle or spindle, A, is fastened on one
end of ashaft, B, journaled in a frame, C, and
provided with a belt-pulley, D, or other suit-
able means for revolving it. A frame, E, is
held on rods or bars I in such a manner that it
canslide to and from the needle A. The frame
Eisprovided on two opposite sides with raised
rim F', forming a recess for receiving a pat-
tern-plate, G, which can be held in place in the
framebyabinding-screw, H. The pattern-plate
G has an aperture, J, of the shape of the ball
or body to be formed, as shown in Figs. 8 and
4, the edges of which aperture are rounded
from the top and bottom surface of the plate.
The pattern-plate is provided with an aper-
ture, K, extending from one edge of the plate
to the edge of the aperture J, through which
aperture K the needle A can pass.

The operation is as follows: The frame E is

moved in the direction of the arrow « until
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the needle A passes through the aperture K
and into the opening or aperture J. The nee-
dle, which is roughened atits end, is revolved
rapidly, and some cotton fiber, N, or wadding
is brought in contact with the roughened end
of the needle, and is wound on the same very
rapidly, whereby a ball will be formed. The
surface of the ball or other body is shaped
by coming in contact with the edges of the
opening J in the pattern-plate, and thus the
ball or body L will have the same config-
uration as the opening in the pattern-plate G-
‘When the ball is shaped, itis provided with a
mucilaginous' coating while revolving, which
coating hardens and keeps the ball in shape
and protects its surface. The frame E is then
moved in the inverse direction of the arrow,
thereby withdrawing or removing the ball
from needle. ‘A wire and a piece of rub-
ber tubing, M, are then secured to the ball in
the usual manner. .

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Leftters Patent—

1. In a machine for making the bodies of
artificial flowers, a pattern-plate having a cen-
tral aperture for shaping the balls or bodies,
in combination with a revolving needle or
spindle projecting into the aperturein a plane
parallel with the pattern-plate, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a machine for making the bodies of
artificial flowers, a pattern-plate provided
with a central aperture having rounded edges,
and of a form of the shape of the body to be
formed, in combination with a revolving nee-
dle or spindle projecting into said aperture
in a plane parallel with the pattern-plate, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described.

3. The combination,with a revolving needle
or spindle on which fibrous balls or flower-
bodies are formed, of a pattern-plate provided
with an aperture the edges of which give the
ball or body the desired shape, and with an
aperture extending from one edge of the plate
to the edge of the aperture in the plate, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described.

4. The combination, with the revolving nee-
dle or spindle A, of the sliding frame E, and
of the plate G, adapted to beheld in the frame
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T, and provided with an aperture, J, and an | tending from the edge of the plate G to the
aperture, K, extending from the edge of the | edge of theaperture J, substantially as herein 10
plate E to the edge of the aperture J, substan- | shown and deseribed.

tially as herein shown and described. -

5 5. The combination, with the revolving nee- LOUTIS LAFOX.
dle or spindle A, of the sliding frame I3, the Witnesses:
binding-serew H, and the pattern-plate G, W. S. WALKER,
having an aperture, J, and an aperture, K, ex- C. SEDGWICK.




