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This invention relates to an improvement in a cartridge belt, particularly an improvement in 
the present web cartridge belts, (such as the pistol 
belt, automatic rifle belt, rifle belt), used by the 
Marine Corps, Army and Navy of the United 
States, and other countries. 
An object of the invention is the provision of 

a single belt of web material which will replace 
the present pistol belt, rifle belt, automatic rifle 
belt, Thompson machine gun belt, and fair 
leather belt. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved web cartridge belt, the individual 
cartridge pouches of which may be removed and 
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other cartridge pouches substituted for holding 
a different kind of ammunition." 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a cartridge belt, the adoption of which will effect 
a large Saving in the purchase of equipment. 
A further object of the invention is to effect 

an improvement in the Smart and soldierly ap 
pearance of men in the service, due to the use 
of the improved belt herein shown and described. 
A still further object is to provide carriers for 

pistol ammunition clips which may be slipped on 
the belt with rifle ammunition pouches in order 
that mounted detachments, or men armed with 
rifle and pistol, may carry both types of ammuni 
tion on the same belt. 

Still anothter object of the invention is to 
provide a belt constructed and adapted for the 
automatic rifle ammunition, the carriers for the 
clips of which may be slipped on the belt, thus 
permitting the riflemen in the squad to carry 
extra ammunition for the automatic rifle. 
An additional object of the invention is the 

provision of a belt which will replace satisfac 
torily the present Thompson sub-caliber am 
munition belt, thereby doing away with another 
article of equipment. 
A still further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a cartridge belt which will not become un 
Serviceable and require replacement because sev 
eral cartridge pockets ravel out, or the clips on 
the pockets become broken. 

Further objects will appear hereinafter 
throughout the specification, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing, in which:- 

Figure 1 illustrates my improved belt having 
Several different types of ammunition carriers 
Or pouches mounted thereon; - 

Figure. 2 illustrates a side elevation of the 
pocket or pouch adapted for the carrying of a 
hand grenade; and 

(C. 224-22) 

Figure 3 illustrates a side elevation of a carrier 
for clips for pistol ammunition, 

It has been noted that the great majority of 
Web cartridge belts now in Service become un 
serviceable after use, due to the cartridge pockets 
becoming ravelled or the clips on the pockets 
breaking out. Substantially four-fifths of these 
belts are still serviceable, but due to these de 
fects, the belts must be discarded. Inspection 
of used Web cartridge belts has disclosed that 
the cartridge pockets or pouches are subjected 
to the greatest Wear and these become unServ 
iceable long before the belt itself shows any ap 
preciable amount of Wear. 
The present web pistol belt now in service in 

the United States Army, Navy, and Marine Corps 
is provided with a series of eyelets for supporting 
the bayonet, canteen, etc., which eyelets are 
spaced two and three-fourths inches apart. The 
present application concerns itself with a belt 
similar in some respects to the pistol belt now in 
service, but differing in that the eyelets in the 
structure herein disclosed are spaced three and 
one-fourth inches to outside or any suitable dis 
tance, in order to accommodate the individual 
pouches, and permit the support of bayonet, 
canteen, etc., and in other structural differences 
hereinafter pointed out. 
During certain kinds of service, riflemen are 

provided With hand grenades. The present rifle 
belt is provided with a number of cartridge 
pouches which cartridge pouches alte Sewed to the 
webbing of the belt. There is no place on this 
belt, due to the fact that the cartridge pouches 
are Sewed thereon, to allow for the supporting by 
this belt of grenade pouches. It is therefore 
necessary to provide an additional belt to support 
the grenade pouches. It will be appreciated that 
this adds considerable to the amount of equip 
ment which must be carried, and, moreover, is an 
awkward arrangement and gets in the way of the 
men thus equipped, and additionally, increases 
materially the cost of equipping men for this type 
of Service. Mounted riflemen are provided With 
a rifle belt. It becomes necessary to provide an 
additional belt in order to provide a carrier for 
pistol, ammunition, in order that mounted de 
tachments or men armed with the rifle and pistol, 
can carry both types of ammunition. 

Practical disadvantages to be found in adapt 
ing the Service pistol belt for carrying removable 
pockets for different types of ammunition, are 
that the eyelets on this belt are positioned too 
close together to accommodate detachable 
pouches for holding certain types of ammunition, 
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such as Thompson's sub-caliber ammunition, 
hand grenade pouches, etc., and Said pouches 
when slipped on the belt have a tendency to slide 
off before the ends of the belt have been fastened 
around the waist of the wearer. However, where 
the eyelets are spaced three and one-fourth 
inches, all of these pouches may be slipped. On 
the belt and the canteen, bayonet, etc. now in 
Service, inay be hooked on these eyelets by slightly 
adjusting or bending the hooks which engage the 
aforesaid eyelets. Provision is made for the pre 
venting of the slipping off of any of the detach 
able pockets in the present invention by forming 
a loop at each end of the belt, one of the detach 
able pockets being inserted in each loop. These 
pockets form a stop for any pockets which may 
slip around the belt during the time the belt is 
being applied to the waist or removed from the 
waist of the Wearer. After the belt has been. Once. 
applied, the tightness of the belt about the waist 
of the wearer prevents slipping of the cartridge 
pouches on the belt during use. Also, the size of 
the belt may be adjusted by Shortening Or 
lengthening each loop. 

in the drawing, the numeral 1 indicates a web 
cartridge belt having a plurality of loops 2 and 3. 
The end of each loop is provided With a hook 5 
of the usual type, which hooks into one of the 
center eyelets of the kind now used in Service 
pistol belts in the United States Army, Navy, and 
Viarine Corps which are provided in spaced rela 
tion around the belt. Suitable fastening means 
indicated at 6 and 7, of the usual type, and Similar 
to the fastening means used with the rifle, pistol, 
and other belts now in the United States. Service, 
may be provided. The ammunition carriers or 
pouches are indicated by the numeral 8, a plu 
l'ality of carriers for the automatic rifle ann 
munition clips being disclosed. The numeral 9 
indicates one of these pouches located in the loop 
at one end of the belt, and the numeral 10 in 
dicates a pistol ammunition pouch. In order to 
prevent the hook 5 from becoming disengaged, 
the usual slides 11 are provided. The numeral 12 
indicates a pouch for holding a hand grenade. 
Each of the pouches shown is preferably con 
structed of Webbing or similar material, and in 
the following manner: The front, sides, bottom 
and back of each pouch may be made of a single 
piece of webbing 13. The pistol clip carrying 
pouch is provided with a Stip of Webbing 14 
which forms a cover for the clipS and which ex 
tends across the back, the webbing being Sewed 
at the points 15 and 16, to provide a space 17 for 
the insertion of the belt. Under some conditions, 
it may be found necessary to provide a construc 
tion such as illustrated in Fig. 2, wherein the 
webbing 18 is looped at the points 19 and 20, and 
Stitched at 21 and 22, the belt being, inserted at 
23 between the loops 19 and 20. There is prefer 
ably provided ain additional row of Stitching or 
other fastening means 24, located below the 
stitches 22, for supporting each pocket horizon 
tally in its proper position upon the belt. 

it will be noted that in order to mount the 
pouches 8 on the belt, the pouches are first slipped 
on to the belt before the loops 2 and 3 have been 
taken in the belt. The pouches 9 and 10. may then 
be slid upon the belt and the end portions of the 
belt looped and fastened by fastening the hooks 5 
in the eyes 4, after which the slides are moved 
into the proper position, all as indicated in Fig. 1, 
the belt being thereafter applied to the wearer. 

i,968,767 
The new belt constructed and used as above 

described is a substantial improvement over 
Cartridge belts heretofore known or used because 
of the fact that it will be possible if adopted by 
the armed forces of the United States or other 
countries to do away with five different types 
of belts, namely, the pistol belt, the rifle belt, 
the automatic rifle belt, fair leather belt, and 
the Thompson machine gun belt, all of which 
may be replaced by the single belt herein shown, 
Which belt may be used. With mounted detach 
ments or men armed with rifle and pistol, or 
pistol and hand grenade, or rifle and hand 
grenade, or other equipment. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim is:- 

1. A cartridge belt having a plurality of looped 
ends, fastening means on the ends of the loops, 
a plurality of Spaced eyes extending around Said 
belt and into which said fastening means may be 
hooked, a number of ammunition pouches slid 
ably mounted on said belt, additional ammuni 
tion pouches located within said loops for pre 
venting the slipping off of Said first named 
pouches from said belt while the belt is being 
applied or removed from a wearer of said belt, 
and slidable fastening members mounted in Said 
loops between said additional pouches. 

2. A cartridge beit having a plurality of looped 
ends, fastening means on the ends of the loops, 
a plurality of Spaced eyes extending around Said 
belt, and into Which said fastening means may be 
inserted, a number of ammunition pouches slid 
ably mounted on said belt, each ammunition 
pouch having at least two plies of material. On 
the back thereof between which said belt extends, 
ammunition pouches located within said loops 
for preventing the slipping off of said first named 
pouches from said belt while the belt is being 
applied or removed from a wearer of said belt, 
and fastening members mounted in said loops 
between said additional pouches. 

3. A cartridge belt comprising a belt proper of 
woven material, each end of said belt having a 
hook, a plurality of spaced eyeletS in Said belt, 
certain of said eyelets being adapted to be en 
gaged by the hook on each belt end when loops 
are formed at the ends of Said belt, a plurality 
of ammunition carrying pouches slidably mount 
ed on said belt, each of said pouches having a 
rear portion formed of a loop of webbing, a hori 
ZOntally arranged means located near the upper 
end of Said loop for Supporting each pouch on 
Said belt, at least one ammunition pouch mount 
ed. On Said belt in each loop, and means for fas 
tening the ends of said belt together, 

4. A cartridge belt of the class described, hav 
ing fastening means on the ends of said belt, a 
plurality of means extending around the belt to 
which said fastening means may be attached in 
any One of a plurality of adjusted positions 
Whereby a loop may be formed at each end of 
the belt, a number of ammunition pouches slid 
ably mounted on said belt, each ammunition 
pouch having at least two plies of material on 
the back thereof between which said belt extends, 
ammunition pouches located within said loops 
for preventing the slipping of said first named 
pouches off of said belt while the belt is being 
applied or renoved from a wearer of said belt, 
and fastening-members in said loops between said 
additional pouches. . . . 

SAMUEL L. HOWARD. 
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