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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to composite molded articles having a smooth, attractive thermoplastic surface. The invention

-+ also relates to a method having improved efficiency and reduced emission of hazardous air pollutants for making composite molded

& articles comprising a composite fiber reinforcement, thermosetting resin material having a thermoplastic exterior layer. The method

& comprises the steps of: (a) placing in a spaced apart relationship a first mold half comprising a first shaped ,mold membrane (5) and
a second mold half (3) comprising a second shaped mold membrane (7) wherein the first and second shaped mold membranes define
a mold plenum when brought together to mold articles; (b) placing a thermoplastic sheet (25) in the mold plenum wherein the shape
of the thermoplastic sheet substantially conforms to the shape of the mold membrane; (¢) placing reinforcement material (33) in the
mold plenum; (d) closing the first and second mold halves such that the thermoplastic sheet.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-b

Independent method claims 1, 3, 4 and 5 relate to a method
of fabrication by RTM using a floating mold of an article
made of a thermoplastic sheet, a reinforcemant. and a molding
fluid.

2. claims: 6-24

Independent product claims 6, 14 and 21 relate to a shaped
article comprising at least an acrylic polymer layer, a
thermopiastic Tayer with a thickness from 0.5 mm to 15 mm
and a fibre reinforced composite.
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