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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN B. Is HAM, a 

citizen of the United States of America, 
and a resident of Hampden, in the county of 
Hampden and State of Massachusetts, have 
invented a new and useful Toilet-Paper 
Holder Attachment, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

devices used in connection with rolls of paper 
from which the paper is torn off in sheets or 
lengths, and consists essentially of a pivot 
ally mounted, gravity frame having a part 
that may be either fixed or rotative to rest 
and bear on a roll of paper, which frame is 
perforated, slotted, or recessed for the pas 
sage of the paper from such roll, and pro 
vided with a knife or blade against one edge 
of which such paper is torn off, all as here 
inafter set forth. 
This device or attachment may be either 

incorporated directly with a holder of any 
common or ordinary type for roll-toilet pa 
per, by being pivotally connected with such 
holder, or pivotally supported from a wall 
adjacent to such a holder. 
Although my attachment is intended es 

pecially for use in connection with toilet 
paper, it may be used in connection with 
wrapping or other paper which is supplied 
in roll formation and designed to be drawn 
off and detached in sheets or lengths. 

In most forms of holders for roll-toilet 
paper the roll is loosely supported in the 
holder, and both hands are required in order 
to separate the sheets or tear pieces there 
from, and this regardless as to whether or 
not the paper be perforated, one hand being 
employed in holding the roll stationary 
while the other hand is engaged in tearing 
off the sheet or piece, and the primary object 
of my invention is to obviate this difficulty 
and enable the tearing-off operation to be 
performed with one hand only. 
Another object is to provide an attach 

ment of this character which is compara 
tively simple and inexpensive in construc 
tion, affords satisfactory means for severing 
the paper, and withal is highly practicable 
and efficient. - . 

With this attachment the very act of sev 
ering the paper causes the paper roll to be 
securely held against rotation, so there can 
be no slipping of the paper strip, or other in 
terference with the severing act. 

Other objects and advantages will ap 

pear in the course of the following descrip 
tion. ... 

attain the objects and secure the ad 
vantages of my invention by the means il 
lustrated in t 
in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a roll-toilet, 
paper holder that is equipped with an at 
tachment which embodies a practical for a 
of my invention, the upper portion of said 
holder and said attachment being in sec 
tion; Fig. 2, a top plan of said attachment 
and holder; Fig. 3, a front elevation of the 
attachment when the same is a separate and 
distinct unit apart from the holder, said at 
tachment being raised, and a fragmentary 
portion of a holder being shown below the 
Same: Fig. 4, a side elevation and partial sec 
tion of the parts and members shown in the 
preceding view, and Fig. 5, a top plan of a 
portion of an attachment wherein a roller 
is substituted for the fixed cross piece of the 
attachments illustrated in the other views. 

Similar reference characters designate 
similar parts throughout the several views. 

In each of the first four views, a fragmen 
tary portion of a wall is represented at 1. 
In Figs. 1 and 2, a toilet-paper holder is 
represented, the same comprising a back 2 
which is secured to the wall 1 by screws, 
such as that represented at 3, and a pair of 
arm 4 extending forwardly from said back 
and having in each a slot 5. The slot 5 in 
each arm 4 opens through the upper edge of 
said arm, and is provided to receive one ter 
minal of a spindle 6 that passes through a 
core 7 for a roll 8 of toilet paper. This is 
one of the simpler types of roll-toilet-paper 
holders. - - - - 

The holder just described, and to which 
my attachment is applied, is but one of many 
types with which the attachment may be 
used. 
The back 2 is extended upwardly and 

rolled over to form a central bearing 9. 
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In Figs. 3 and 4 the upper portion of a 
roll-toilet-paper-holder back is represented 
at 10, the same being secured to the wall 1. 
by screws 3, as in the other example. This 
back has no bearing like the bearing 9 with 
which the back 2 is equipped, but in 
of such a bearing a clip 11 is provided, the 
same being looped to form a bearing 12. 
The clip 11 is secured against the wall 1 
above the back 10 by means of another screw 
3. The bearing 12 corresponds with the 
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bearing 9 and is for a similar purpose, as 
will hereinafter be clearly apparent. 

s 
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The attachment itself as illustrated in 
Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, consists of a rectangll 
lar frame 13 having therein a transverse slot 
14 and a large opening 15, and provided at 
the rear edge with a rolled part 16 to form 
a pivotal connection with either the bearing 
9 or the bearing 12, at he forward edge with 
a severing blade 17, and between said slot 
and opening with a cross piece 18. Prefer 
ably the under side of the cross piece 18 is 
convex, and the front edge of the blade 1 
preferably has an upward bend or curve and 
may be sharpened as represented at 19. The 
cross piece 18 is the part of the attachment 
that bears on the paper roll 8, and, if such 
cross piece be convex on the under'side, it 
makes a better contact with such roll, regard 
less of the size thereof, than would be the 
case always in the event, the cross piece were 
flat. . - - - - 

The 
piece 18 merely for the purpose of improv p y it. I In 
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are due largely to such tendency. 

ing the appearance of the device and render 
ing the manipulation of the same more con 
venient. The device could be successfully 
operated and would probably serve all prac 
tical purposes, if the aforesaid opening were 
hot present therein. It is necessary, how 
ever, that there be the cross piece 18 or an 
equivalent part to bear on the paper roll 8, 
and to follow downwardly on said roll as the 
same diminishes in size, incidental to the 
withdrawing of the paper therefrom, until 
said cross piece rests on the core. 7. To these 
-ends the parts must be constructed and pro 
portioned, paying particular attention to the 
location of the cross piece 18. The arrange 
inent and construction should be such that 
the arc described by the cross piece, when 
the frame 13 is swung on its pivotal con 
nection, passes through the core 7, so that 
said cross piece finally comes to rest on 
said core. It is this cross piece that holds 
the roll 8 stationary while the paper is be 
ing torn off, as will be more fully explained 
hereinafter. 
The slot 14 is necessary in order that the 

paper may, as is necessaly, be passed up 
wardly from beneath the cross piece 18 
through said slot and over the blade. 17 and 
the severing edge 19 thereof. 

Being loosely pivoted at the back end, the 
frame 13 has a constant tendency to swing 
downwardly by gravity, and the practica 
bility and efficiency of the attachment 
The practical functioning of the attach 

ment is described as follows, and this 
whether said attachment be connected di rectly with the toilet-paper. holder, or di 
rectly with the wall above such holder, as 
when the clip 12 is used. . . . 

First, in order to place the roll 8 in po 

frame 13 is cut out behind the cross 
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sition in the holder, it is necessary to swing 
the frame 13 upwardly on and in its pivotal 
connections (9 and 16 or 9 and 12), thus 
leaving the space above the arms 4 clear for 
the introduction of said roll and the core 7 
between said aims with the terminals of the 
Supporting spindle 6 in the notches 5. After 
the spindle 6 has been mounted in the arms 
4, the frame, 13 is swung downwardly until 
the cross piece 18 coines to Fest on the roll 
8. Then the leading end of the paper strip, 
as 20, from the roll 8, is passed upwardly 
through the slot, 14 and forwardly over the 
severing edge 19 of the biade 17, being left 
hanging from such edge substantially as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2; or said strip may be 
passed through said slot and over said sever 

7) 
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ing edge while the frame 13 is in elevated 
position, or before the same is swung down 
far enough to enable the cross piece 18 to 
bear on the roll 8. : 

85 

The parts and members now being in con 
dition and ready for use, in order to remove . 
the first or leading sheet or length of paper 
from the roll 8, simply grasp the leading end 

(a 
Oil 

draw said strip forwardly or outwardly in 
an approximately horizontal position until 

9) 

the strip 20, below the severing edge 19, 

the required length passes over said edge 
carry said leading end downwardly into a 
position which is approximately vertical, and 
said severing edge from the strip behind. 
The downward pressure incident to the 
above-described tearing-off action and ap 
pled to the frame 13 forces the cross-piece 
18 hard against the roll 8 and prevents said 

with a shearing movement tear the saine on 

CO 

l'oll from rotating during said tearing-off 
action. To obtain the second sheet or length of paper apply the fingers to the 
leading end of the paper strip which is now 
resting on the blade 17, draw said strip for 
ward the necessary distance or until the re 
quired length is in front of the severing edge 
19, and then tear off such length in the same 
manner as before. These operations are re 
peated until the roll 8 is exhausted and the 
cross piece 18 rests on the core 7, when the 
frame 13 is again elevated, the spindle 6 and 
core 7 are removed from the holder, a fresh 
roll is slipped onto said core, the latter with 
the new roll is placed in position in said 

0 

holder, the strip from said new rollis 
threaded through said frame, and the frame 
is swung down until said cross piece rests on 
said last-named roll. - 
When the frame 13 is swung upwardly and 
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downwardly, the roll or pivot 16 partially 
rotates or rocks in either the bearing 9 or 
the bearing 12, as the case may be. . . 
if desired a roller may be substituted for 

the cross piece IS, as shown in Fig. 5. The 
roller 21 is mounted on and secured to a 
Spindle 22, and preferably said spindle is 
provided at one end with a knob. 23. The 30 
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spindle is journaled in the frame 13. The 
frame 13 in the present case is provided 
at the longitudinal edges on the top with 
flanges 24-24, and these flanges afford 
bearings for the spindle 22. The knob 23 
is outside of the right-hand flange 24. The 
frame 13 here has therein a large opening 
which is divided by the roller 21 into nar 
row and wide open spaces 25 and 26 cor 
responding respectively to the slot 14 and 
opening 15 previously described. The space 
26 is of no more importance than is the 
opening 15, except that it affords clearance 
for the roller 21. 
Although the roller 21 offers no resistance, 

like the cross piece 18 to the paper when 
the latter is drawn off of the roll 8, since 
said roller rotates under the influence of 
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said paper, this may not be an important 
advantage, but, in the event the paper be 
torn off back of the severing edge 19, so 
that it is not convenient to grasp the lead 
ing end to draw it forward for the next 
sheet or length, said roller 21 can be used 
to advantage. In such event the knob. 23 is 
grasped and turned in the direction to cause 
the roller 21 to actuate the paper forward 
over the severing edge 19, or into position 
on the blade 17, when said paper can be 
grasped without difficulty. When the pa 
per is torn off, the roller 21 is forced hard 
against the roll 8 and holds the same against 
rotation, practically the same as does the 
cross piece 18. Otherwise the frame equipped 
with the roller functions in a similar manner 
as does the frame provided with the cross 
piece. 
More or less change in the shape, size, 

and construction of this attachment, in ad 
dition to those hereinbefore specifically 
pointed out, may be made without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention or ex 
ceeding the scope of what is claimed. 
What I claim as my invention, and de 

sire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. As an improved article of manufac 

ture, an attachment, of the class described, 
comprising a frame having a transverse 
member adapted to rest on a paper roll, and 
a servering blade at the front end, for the 
paper from such roll, with an opening in 

said frame between said transverse mem 
ber and said blade, for the passage of such 
paper to said blade, and pivotal attaching 
means for the rear end of said frame, the 
construction and arrangement of parts be 
ing such that the pull on the paper to sever 
the same on said blade causes said frame 
to rock downwardly on its pivot and said 
transverse member to bear on the roll and 
serve as a brake therefor. 

2. The combination, in an attachment of 
the class described, with a member adapted 
to be attached to a Wall, and rolled over 
at the top to form pivotal means, of a frame 
rolled over at the rear end to form pivotal 
means adapted to be engaged with said first 
named pivotal means, and slotted for the 
passage of the paper from a roll below, said 
frame having a transverse member behind 
the slot therein to rest on such roll, and 
a severing blade in front of said slot, for 
such paper after it passes through said slot, 
the construction and arrangement of parts 
being such that the pull on the paper to 
sever the same on said blade causes said 
frame to rock downwardly on said pivotal 
means and said transverse member to bear 
On the roll and serve as a brake therefor. 

3. As an improved article of manufac 
ture, an attachment, of the class described, 
comprising a frame having its rear edge 
rolled over to form pivotal means, an in 
tegral cross piece which is convex on the 
under side to rest on a paper roll, and an 
integral blade which is turned upwardly 
and sharpened at the front edge, and with 
a slot in said frame for the passage of 
the paper from said roll to said blade, said 
slot being located between said cross piece 
and said blade, the construction and ar 
rangement of parts being such that the 
pull on the paper to sever the same on said 
blade causes said frame to rock downward 
ly on said pivotal means and said cross 
piece to bear on the roll and serve as a 
brake therefor. 
- JOHN B. ISHAM. 

Witnesses: 
F. A. CuTTER, 
R. E. ALLBEE, 
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