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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DAVID DEMAREST, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Portable Fire-Escape, of which the following
is a specification:

Figure 1 is a front view of my improved
fire-escape, illustrating its use. Kig. 2 is a
horizontal section taken through the line # x,
Fig. 1, and showing a top view of the fire-es-

-cape. Fig. 3 is a detail section taken through
the line y y, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail section
taken through the line z 2, ¥ig. 2.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. '

My invention has for its object to furnish an
improved fire-escape, which shall be so con-
structed as to enable the occupants of one
house, in case of fire, to escape into the ad-
Joining house, and thus pass into the street.
The invention consists in the curved sliding
plates, provided with the lugs, the set-screw,
the pins, the operating-rod, and the hinged or
pivoted brace, to adapt them to be used in
connection with the windows of two adjacent
houses; and in the combination of the rope
having a sharp-pointed hook at each end with
the curved extension-plates and their attach-
ments, as hereinafter fully described.

A and B represent two curved plates, which
slide upon each other, so that they can be con-
tracted and expanded, and which are provided
with stops to prevent them from becoming de-
tached by the one slipping from the end of the
other. - The lower plate A, at its inner end,
is provided with lugs «, to rest against the
outer and inner sides of the lower part of the
window-frame, to keep the said plate in place.
One of the inner lugs, ¢/, is provided with a
set-serew; C, which may be screwed against
the inner side of the window-frame, and thus
clamp the said plate in place.

~eurity may be had by inserting a pin, D,
throngh a hole in the inner end of the plate
A, to rest against the inner side of the win-
dow-frame, several holes being formed in the
said plate A to receive the said pin D, so that
the pin may be adjusted according to the
thickness of the window-frame. The plates A
B must be made of such a length, and of such
a curve, that when the inner end of the plate
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A is secured in the window of one house, the
free end of the plate B may reach and enter
the window of the adjacent house. To the
under side of the outer end of the plate A is
hinged or pivoted a brace, B, which, when the
escape is projected from the window, drops
down Ly its own weight. The brace E is
carved inward, and is made of such a length
that when it swings down its lower end may
rest against the side of the house, and thus
brace and strengthen the escape. . The plate
B is pushed out or extended by means of a
rod, T, pivoted to its rear end. '

‘When the window of the adjacent house is
open, the forward or free end of the plate B
will enter said window and rest upon thelower
part of the window-frame, where it may- be
secured by a pin, G, passed through a hole in
the end of the said plate B, to rest against
the inner side of the window-frame, several
loles being formed in the said plate to receive
the said pin, so that it may be adjusted ae-
cording to the thickness of the window-frame.
In case the window of the adjacent house be
closed, the forward end of the plate B will
strike ‘against the sash or blinds, and will rest
upon the window-ledge. In this case a person
can pass along the plates A B, break open the
window, draw in the end of the plate B, and
insert the pin G.

H is arope, of such a length as to reach from
window to window of the adjacent houses,and
which hasahook, I, withasharp point, attached

to each end, which hooks are designed to be

passed through the windows of the adjacent
houses and behooked upon the inner sideof the
upper part of the window-frames, so that the
rope H may serve as a hand-rope for persons
passing from window to windowalong the plates
A B to hold on by. The plates A B may, also,
be provided with a railing along their outer
edges, if desired. In case the window of the
adjacent house be at a higher or lower level -
than the window of the other house, the end
part of the plate B may be bent twice at right
angles to form an upward or downward oftset,
to bring its end to the proper level to enter the
said window.

- Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— :
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1. The curved sliding plates A B, provided
with the lugs «/, the set-secrew C, the pins D
(+, the rod I, and the hinged or pivoted brace
E, to adapt them to be used in connection
with the windows of two adjacent houses, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described.

2, The combination of the rope H, having a
sharp-pointed hook, I, at each end, with the

curved extension-plates A B and tliefr attach:
ments, substantially as herein shown and de-
scribed.

DAVID DEMAREST.

Witnesses:
JAMES T. GRAHAM,
T. B. MOSHER.




