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ation in optical filter properties even if the numerical aperture in an imaging
system is large. A lens array (32) has two-dimensionally arrayed lens elements
(38). Each lens element (38) carries out angle conversion such that the angle
of emission is reduced below the angle of incidence and the angle of emission
approaches a state close to parallel to the main light beam optical axis (EA).
As aresult, the angles of incidence of light beams (L1, L2) caused to be incid -
ent to an optical filter (35) can be reduced, and the optical filter (35), for ex-
ample, an interterence-type bandpass filter, can be operated with desired trans-
mission properties.
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