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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
SAMUEL F. MYERS, OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

ASE-TRAP. 

988,372. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL F. MYERs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Los Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles 
and State of California, have invented a 
new and useful Ash-Trap, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 

It is the object of the present invention 
to provide a novel construction of ash trap 
or cover for ash pits more particularly de 
signed for employment in open fire places. 
To this end the invention comprises a 

sheet iron frame and an ash plate mounted 
for swinging movement within the frame 
upon a rod located forwardly of the middle 
of the plate whereby the plate will be over 
balanced, the ashes being collected upon the 
portion of the plate to the rear of the rod 
within the fire place and this portion being 
held against dropping by the medium of a 
lug or similar element stamped out of the 
frame in which the plate is mounted the 
ashes being dumped by Swinging down the 
forward end of the plate whereby to raise its 
rear end. 

In the accompanying drawings;-Figure 
1 is a plan view of an ash trap constructed 
in accordance with the present invention, 
and Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view there 
through taken from front to rear and on 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
In the drawings, the ash trap embodying 

the present invention is shown as comprised 
of a frame and an ash plate which is 
hingedly mounted in the frame and this 
frame, indicated in general by the reference 
character A, is preferably formed of sheet 
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metal with a flat body and a peripheral de 
pending flange 5, the edge of which rests 
upon the fire place and supports the body 
of the frame. The front of this frame is 
indicated by the numeral 6, its rear by the 
numeral 7, and its ends by the numeral 8, 
the frame being preferably rectangular. 
The ash plate above referred to is indi 

cated by the numeral 9 and is preferably 
formed of sheet metal and of a size to 
fit within the rectangular opening in the 
frame A. Each end 8 of the frame of the 
device is cut with parallel slits 10 which are 
located adjacent the front thereof and the 
metal between these slits is stamped or struck 
down as at 11 to afford a hinge member, the 
function of which will be presently de 
scribed. In a similar manner, the ash plate 
9 is provided with like hinge members 12 
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correspondingly located; and engaging all 
of the hinge members and the under sides 
of the ends 8 of the frame A and of the ash 
plate 9, is a hinge rod 13, this rod Serving 
to hingedly support the ash plate 9 in the 
frame A as will be readily understood and 
being, by reason of the location of the hinge 
members, positioned forwardly of the longi 
tudinal median line of the plate 9 and re 
tained from dislocation by the side flanges 
5. In other words, the plate is hingedly 
mounted off center within the frame, its 
major portion lying to the rear of the hinge 
rod 13 and its minor portion forward of 
the said hinge rod. It will thus be under 
stood that the rear end or side of the plate 
9 has a tendency to Swing down, and this 
tendency is arrested and the said end of the 
plate supported normally through the me 
dium of a lip 14 which is formed in the rear 
side 7 of the frame A by striking from the 
said portion of the frame a tongue which is 
bent to extend beneath the said portion 7 of 
the frame and forwardly beyond the edge 
of the opening therein as shown. 
As will be readily understood, the plate, 

when the device is in position beneath the 
fuel basket of an open fire place, will receive 
the ashes dropping from the basket. When 
it is desired to discharge these ashes into the 
ash pit which is covered by the device em 
bodying the invention, a poker or like im 
plement is engaged with that portion of the 
plate 9 which lies forward of the hinge 
rod 13 and this side of the plate is depressed, 
thereby bringing the plate substantially to 
the position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2 
of the drawings in which position the ashes 
will slide down and off from the plate and 
into the ash pit. Upon release of the plate, 
it will automatically drop or return to nor 
mal position with its rear edge portion rest 
ing upon the lip 14. 
From the foregoing description of the in 

vention it will be seen that there is pro 
vided an extremely simple device of this 
class and one which may be readily manipu 
lated to discharge the ashes collecting there 
on and which may be stamped from sheet 
metal with practically no waste of material 
and with but little trouble. 
Aside from the fact that sheet metal mem 

bers are much cheaper in construction than 
castings and less likely to be broken by the 
heat from the ashes, it is also cheaper to 

! form the hinge elements and the lip as de 
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Scribed above than by casting them and they 
are stronger. The details set forth are par 
ticularly applicable to a device of this char 
acter, because the ashes which settle upon 
the hinge members 11 and 12 will fill up the 
openings through the plate and the frame, 
and if they do not do the same for the open 
ing left by the lug 14 this opening will not 
be objectionable because it is at the rear of 
the fire place out of sight and out of the 
way. When the device is opened as above 
described there is no ledge exposed within 
the frame upon which the ashes accumulate 
to prevent the plate from reseating itself so 
as to close the frame nicely, because what 
E. rest on the lug 14 make little if any 
ifference. The matter of the insertion of 

the rod 13 is not provided for in this speci 
fication, but once in place the side flanges 5 
will hold it against displacement and hence 
the members 11 and 12 need not embrace it 
tightly, and the plate can turn on the rod 
or it can turn with the rod and the latter can 
turn in the members 11. The size and pro 
portion of parts is immaterial. 

988,872 

What is claimed is:- 
In an ash trap, the combination with a 

frame having a rectangular opening and a 
depending peripheral flange, the sides of the 
frame having pairs of slits and the metal be 
tween each two slits depressed near the front 
of the frame to form a hinge member, and 
the back of the frame provided with a lip 
extending beneath the frame and into its 
opening; of a sheet metal plate filling said 
opening and having pairs of slits with the 
metal between each two slits depressed to 
form a hinge member alined with those in 
the frame, and a rod engaging said mem 
bers and standing against the lower face 
of the plate and frame between the side 
flanges of the latter. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

SAMUEL F. MYERS. 
Witnesses: 

MAUD MYERs, 
MARIE BISHOP. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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