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(57) Abstract: A phase-type diffraction element comprises a transparent substrate (2) having a front surface and a rear surface,
and solid liquid crystal layer (3) which is provided on the front surface of the transparent substrate and is comprised of a continu-
ous layer containing at least a liquid crystal compound. The solid liquid crystal layer is comprised of periodically arranged first ar-
eas (3a) and second areas (3b) and third areas (3m) formed between the first and second areas. The first areas are optically
anisotropic, the second areas are optically isotropic, and the third areas are not optically isotropic. The degree of orientation of a
mesogen of the liquid crystal compound is lower in the third areas than in the first areas. The in-plane mean refractive index n; and
the in-plane mean refractive index n, of the first areas are different from one another, and the third areas have an in-plane mean re-
fractive index ny, between the indices n; and n,.
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