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To all clon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE L. HART, of 

Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and 
State of Coinecticut, have invented a new 
Improvement in Carving-Forks; and I do 
hereby declare the following, when taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings 
and the letters of reference marked thereou, 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of 
the same, and which said drawings consti 
tute part of this specification, and represent, 
- 

Figure 1, a back view, and in Fig. 2 a longi 
tudinal section. 

This invention relates to an improvement in 
that class of carving-forks which are provided 
with a guard combined with a rest for sup 
porting the fork when lying upon the table. 

In the usual construction the guard and rest 
are so made that they are held in either posi 
tion by a spring only; hence are liable to be ac 
cidentally closed-as, for instance, in moving 
the fork on the table the rest may be easily 
thrown down, so as to bring the tunes upon 
the table, and thus defeat the design of the 
rest. 
The object of this invention is to construct 

the guard and rest so that, when open, they 
will be locked in that position, and lessen the 
liability of being accidentally closed; and in 
such a construction the invention consists. 
A is the handle, B the shank, and C the 

times, of substantially the usual form. Through 
the shank a mortise is made, in the usual po 
sition for the mortise for the guard. D is the 
guard, hinged in the said mortise in a pivot, 
d, with a spring, a, in its rear, the tendency 

of which is to force the guard into its closed 
position. Eis the rest, preferably constructed 
with two branches, its upper end hung in the 
mortise in the shank upon a pivot, e, forward 
of the pivot of the guard, its end f extending 
up so as to bear upon the guard above its 
pivot. Below this bearing-point a shoulder, 
h, is formed on the guard. This completes 
the construction. 
To raise the guard, having the handle of 

the fork in the hand, press the thumb upon 
one branch of the rest to force it downward, 
as indicated in broken lines, which will force 
up the guard until the nosef of the rest en 
gages with the shoulder h on the guard. 
Then the spring upon the guard will hold the 
two in that connection. 

In order to make the connection a lock, the 
shoulder h should be cut under; but this is 
not essential to the support of both guard and 
rest. 
To close the guard and rest, disengage the 

nose of the rest from the shoulder of the 
guard, and the spring at once closes the two 
and holds them in their closed position. 

I claim 
In a carving-fork, the guard D and rest E, 

arranged upon independent pivots in the shank 
of the fork, the nose of the rest extending up. 
Ward to act upon and engage with the guard, 
and combined with a spring to hold the two 
in their engaged or in their closed position, 
substantially as described. 

GEORGE L. HART. 
Witnesses: 

F. W. HuRD, 
R. F. SHIELDON. 


