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This invention relates to girdles and propoSeS - 
the construction of a garment of that type haW 
ing an elastic form-fitting hip encompaSSing 
portion terminating in an elastic Waist band at 

5, the top and having a full or gathered skirt of 
relative sheer material at the bottom. When 
worn, the skirt portion freely surrounds the legs 
in a ZOne just below the crotch. 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

vide a garment in which diametrical portions of 
the skirt are detachably brought together to form 
a crotch closure, the flimsy material of the skirt 
being arranged so as to drape itself in a manner 
to close in on the areas displaced in the proVision 
of the crotch closure, completely concealing the 
crotch closure. 
Another object of the invention is the form 

ing of skirt portion in sections united in the Sean 
in the front and back, and utilizing area.S. Syn 
metrical with the seams to constitute the crotch 
closure, whereby the seam reinforces the crotch 
closure, preventing stretching of the material. 
Other objects of the invention will appear as 

the following description of a preferred and prac 
tical embodiment of my invention proceeds. 

In the drawing which accompanies and forms 
a part of the following specification and through 
out the several figures of which the same charac 
ters of reference have been employed to desig 
nate identical parts: 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a girdle embody 

ing the features of the present invention, dis 
played on a figure; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view displaying 
crotch closure; 

Figure 3 is a side view showing the skirt; and 
Figure 4 is a front elevation showing the crotch 

closure released. 
Referring now in detail to the Several figures, 

the numeral 1 represents in general the girdle 
Which comprises in its preferred form a relative 
ly heavy knit elastic portion 2 adapted to en 
circle the lower portion of the body in the region 
of the abdomen, encompassing the hips. The 

the 

upper edge of the elastic portion 2 terminates. 
in an elastic waistband 3. On account of the 
fact that the elastic portion 2 is designed to be 
considerably stretched when worn, it acts to flat 
ten the abdomen and to conform Smoothly to 
...the lines of the figure. The lower edge 4 of the 
elastic knit portion terminates Substantially at 
the level of the crotch and attached to it in any 
suitable manner is the skirt 5 which is preferably 
of sheer material and made full or gathered. 
The skirt is bifurcated at the sides as indicated 

(CI. 2-43) 
by the reference character 6 to give freedom of 
movement to the legs. 
The skirt is preferably formed of four sections, 

tWO at the front and two at the back and united 
in the middle of the front and back by Seains 
7 and 8. The material of the skirt is drawn in at 
the front and back in areas Symmetrical With 
respect to the searns 7 and 8 forming crotch 
closure members 9 and 10, one of which is pro 
Wided With a, button 11 and the other With a 
button loop 12. The edge of the skirt including 
those portions which constitute the crotch clo 
Sure are Suitably bound. 
On account of the sheer nature of the skirt 

material and its fullness, those parts of the skirt 
adjacent the area,S dra Win in to form the crotch 
cloSure, drape themselves into close adjacency 
as indicated at 13 and 14 in Fig. 3 so as com 
pletely to conceal the presence of the crotch 
members 9 and 10. 
The seams 7 and 8 form median reinforcements 

for the members 9 and 10 and prevent them be 
coming stretched. When the crotch members 
are uniouttoned, they naturally become part of 
the entity of the skirt from which they were 
derived, thus facilitating ironing. 
The crotch portion may be worn either open 

or closed and when open it becomes an indis 
tinguishable portion of the skirt. 
While I have in the above description disclosed 

what I believe to be a preferred and practical 
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embodiment of the invention, it is to be under 
stood that the Specific details of construction as 
described are merely by Way of example and not 
to be construed as limiting the Scope of the in 
Vention as clained. 
What I claim is: 
1. Girdle comprising a body portion and a 

skirt, the latter being made in sections united 
by seams in the middle of the front and back, 

90 

95 
portions of Said skirt symmetrical with said 
searns being draWin together between the legs 
forming a crotch closure, of which the seams 
constitute a reinforcement inhibiting stretching, 
and means for detachably connecting the ends 
of said drawn-in portions. 

2. Girdle comprising a body portion and a 
skirt, the latter being made in sections ununited 
at the Sides and United by Seans in the middle 
of the front and back, portions of said skirt Sym 
metrical With Said searns being drawn together 
between the legs forming a crotch closure of 
Which the Seans constitute a reinforcement in 
hibiting stretching, and means for detachably 
connecting the ends of Said dra Wn-in portions. 
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3. Girdle comprising an elastic body portion 

adapted to encompass the hips, and a skirt of 
relatively sheer material adapted to surround the 
legs in a Zone immediately below the crotch, said 
skirt being made in Sections united by seams 
in the middle of the front and back, portions of 
said skirt. Symmetrical With Said Seams being 
dra Win together betWeen the legs forming a 
crotch closure of Which said seams constitute 
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a reinforcement, inhibiting stretching, and 
means for detachably connecting the ends of 
said drawn-in portions, the sheerneSS of Said 
skirt causing the portions adjacent said drawn 
in portions to drape themselves in close adja 
cency by gravity, concealing said drawn-in por 
tions. 

CHARLES A. HOFEMAN. 
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