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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, IRA. L. GLEASON, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Hutch 
inson, in the county of McLeod and State of 
Minnesota, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Drying-Racks; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My present invention has for its object to 

provide an improved drying-rack adapted to 
be suspended from the ceiling or other over 
head support, and especially adapted for use 
in connection with a range or cooking-stove. 
To the above ends the invention consists 

of the novel devices and combinations of de 
vices hereinafter described, and defined in 
the claims. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, wherein like characters 
indicate like parts throughout the several 
views. 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation, with 

some parts sectioned, showing a range or 
cooking-stove and one of my improved dry 
ing-racks suspended from the ceiling. Fig. 
2 is a front elevation of the drying-rack with 
some parts removed and others broken away. 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the drying-rack 
with some parts broken a Way. Fig. 4 is a 
pian view of the same with some parts re 
moved, and Fig. 5 is a horizontal section on 
the line acac of Fig. 3. 
The numeral 1 indicates the ceiling and 

the numeral 2 the floor of a room. 
The numeral 3 indicates an ordinary range 

or cooking-stove and the numeral 4 a stove 
plpe. 
My improved drying-rack is independently 

supported from the ceiling or similar overhead 
support and is preferably dropped vertically 
over the stove close to the stovepipe, where 
all articles placed thereon will be subject to 
the heat which rises from the stove and is 
radiated from the stovepipe. The depend 
ing standard of the rack is afforded by a 
straight piece of angle-iron a, which at its 
upper end is rigidly secured to the ceiling 1 
by a strong bracket b, screwed, bolted, or 
otherwise fastened to the said ceiling. The 
angle-iron standard a is detachably secured 

to said bracket b by a single nutted bolt b'. 
The bracket b is formed to fit the angular 
exterior of the standard a, and it is provided 55 
with depending lug b, which engages the 
inner angle thereof and assists the bolt b' in 
rigidly holding the said depending standard 
against lateral movements. 
Working loosely on the angular standard 6o 

C is one or more (preferably several) sliding 
heads f, which are segmental in form and 
are provided with angular hubs f", which fit 
the outer angle of the standard C. and embrace 
the flanges thereof, as best shown in Fig. 5. 65 
The inturned or flanged vertical edges f' of 
the angular hubs f' engage the edges of the 
standard a, at points considerably above the 
horizontal planes of the said heads f, and 
consequently cause the said hubs f' to pinch 
or bite upon the standard a whenever weight 
is placed upon the said heads. The said 
heads are of segmental form and project from 
the hubs f' in a direction opposite to theside 
on which the flanges.fproject. Hence when 
ever weight is placed on one of the segmen 
tal heads fits hub bites upon the standard 
and locks the said head against downward 
sliding movement. On the other hand, when 
force is applied to one of the heads, tending 
to raise the same, it will freely slide upward. 
Applied to each headlf is a plurality of radial 
supporting rods or arms g, the inner ends of 
which are hooked or bent, as shown at g'. 
These hooked endsg' are adapted to be passed 
through perforations in the said heads f, as 
best shown in Figs. 3 and 5. In this way the 
arms g are detachably and adjustably held 
in working positions. As is evident, the 
weight of the arms g in themselves tends to 
cause the hubs f' on the sliding heads if to 
frictionally clamp or bite upon the depend 
ing standard a, and hold the head where set. 
As is further obvious, the more weight that 
is placed upon the supporting-rods g the 
greater will be this biting action. 
The heads fare preferably provided with 

one or more (as shown two) perforations f, 
through which the crooked end of one of the 
removed radial arms g or similar device may 
be inserted from below to thereby readily 
raise or lower the heads f. As is evident, to 
raise one of the heads, together with its load, 
it would be only necessary to push upward 
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on the head, while to lower the head it is nec 
essary to rock the loaded side of the head 
slightly upward, pulling downward on the 
head. This latteraction, as well as the former, 
may be readily accomplished by means of a 
rod having its crooked end inserted upward 
through one of the perforations f. To re 
move the heads f, they are drawn downward 
off from the lower end of the depending stand 
ard a, and they are of course applied to said 
standard by reverse movements. 
The various uses to which this drying-rack 

may be put will readily suggest themselves 
to all persons who may have occasion to 
use the same. Several of the common uses 
thereof may be enumerated as follows: the 
drying of clothes, holding of dishes to be 
warmed, drying of fruits, &c. 

Preferably the depending standard at is 
provided at its lower end with a detachable 
hook I, to which a kettle 5 or similar cook 
ing utensil may be suspended above the stove, 
as indicated in Fig. 1. 

It will of course be understood that the 
device above described is capable of consid 
erable modification within the scope of my 
invention as herein set forth and claimed . 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States, is as follows: 
1. A drying-rack comprising an angle-iron 

726,905 

standard, and a segmental head provided 
with supporting-arms and having a hub por 
tion which fits and slides freely upon the outer 
angular portion of said standard, and which 
hub has vertically-extended converging bit 
ing lugs or flanges which, under a downward 
pressure on said head, bite upon the edges 
of the diverging sides of said angular stand 
ard and frictionally hold the said head, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A drying-rack comprising a standard 
and a head slidable thereon which head is in 
the form of a horizontal plate provided with 
perforations through its inner portion and a 
perforation near its outer edge and also has 
biting-jaws for action on said standard to 
frictionally hold said head to said standard, 
under downward pressure on the former, in 
combination with the rods or arms g having 
the crooked ends g' detachably engaged in 
the inner perforation and adapted to be en 
gaged with said outer perforations to raise 
the head, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
IRA. L. GLEASON. 

Witnesses: 
JOHN DEAN, 
D. A. ADAMS. 
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