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(67)  Acabin front wall structure of a vehicle includes
a dash panel (10) constituting a front wall of a cabin of a
vehicle, an accelerator bracket (32) attached to the dash
panel (10), and used for mounting an accelerator pedal,
a brake bracket (30) attached to the dash panel (10) at
a position spaced from the accelerator bracket (32) in a
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vehicle width direction, and used for mounting a brake
pedal; and a brace (connection member) (34) extending
along a surface of the dash panel (10) and configured to
connect the accelerator bracket (32) with the brake
bracket (30).
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Description
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] Thisapplication claims priority to Japanese Pat-
ent Application No. 2018-139509 filed on July 25, 2018,
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety
including the specification, claims, drawings, and ab-
stract.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present disclosure relates to a cabin front
wall structure of a vehicle, and in particular relates to a
portion of the structure to which an accelerator pedal and
a brake pedal are attached.

BACKGROUND

[0003] A dash panel is arranged as a cabin front wall
of a vehicle between a cabin of the vehicle and an engine
compartment in which an engine and other components
are mounted. A wall portion in front of a driver seat is
equipped with an accelerator pedal and a brake pedal
which are attached to the dash panel via an accelerator
bracket and a brake bracket, respectively.

[0004] Here, JP 2006-82585 A discloses a structure in
which an accelerator bracket and a brake bracket are
integrated into one part, and the integrated part is at-
tached to adash panel. This is intended to allow the dash
panel to be commonly used among vehicles even though
pedals are disposed at different locations in the vehicles,
and accordingly improve versatility of the dash panel.
[0005] Here, the driver seat of a vehicle is equipped
with a steering handle, and a steering column is arranged
so as to pass through the dash panel. For this reason,
the dash panel has a through hole in which the steering
column is inserted, which may result in a decrease in
strength of the dash panel around the through hole.
[0006] The structure disclosedin JP 2006-82585 A us-
es the integral bracket in which attachment regions of an
accelerator pedal and a brake pedal are closely located.
Accordingly, the bracket of JP 2006-82585 A cannot suf-
ficiently reinforce the dash panel.

SUMMARY

[0007] In an aspect, a cabin front wall structure of a
vehicle according to the present disclosure includes a
dash panel constituting a cabin front wall of the vehicle,
an accelerator bracket attached to the dash panel, and
used for mounting an accelerator pedal, a brake bracket
attached to the dash panel at a position spaced from the
accelerator bracket in a vehicle width direction, and used
for mounting a brake pedal, and a connection member
that extends along a surface of the dash panel and is
configured to connect the accelerator bracket and the
brake bracket.
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[0008] Inanother aspect, the cabin front wall structure
of a vehicle further includes a reinforcement member ex-
tending along the vehicle width direction while conform-
ing to the dash panel, and the reinforcement member
may be placed at a location where the reinforcement
member overlaps with at least one of the accelerator
bracket and the brake bracket.

[0009] Inanotheraspect, the dash panel has a column
hole into which a steering column is inserted, the accel-
erator bracket may be positioned on a right side of the
column hole in the vehicle width direction, the brake
bracket may be positioned on a left side of the column
hole in the vehicle width direction, and the connection
member may be positioned on an upper side of the col-
umn hole.

[0010] According to this disclosure, the connection
member that connects the brake bracket and the accel-
erator bracket is disposed on the dash panel, which can
lead to improvement in strength of the dash panel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0011] An embodiment of the present disclosure will
be described based on the following figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a cabin front wall struc-
ture of a vehicle according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a structure of a connec-
tion member (a brace);

FIG. 3is adiagram showing the cabin front wall struc-
ture of a vehicle according to the embodiment in a
state where a pedal has been attached; and

FIG. 4 is a cross section view taken along line IV-IV
indicated in FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT

[0012] Hereinafter, an embodiment according to the
present disclosure will be described with reference to
drawings. It should be noted that this disclosure is not
limited to the embodiment described herein.

[0013] FIG. 1 shows a schematic structure of a vehicle
cabin including a cabin front wall structure of a vehicle.
A dash panel 10 is a panel member constituting a front
wall of the cabin, and is arranged over the entire width
ofthe vehicle cabin in a vehicle width direction. In general,
the dash panel 10 is composed of a steel material. A floor
panel 12 extending rearward is placed at a lower end of
the dash panel 10. A middle region in the vehicle width
direction of the vehicle cabin has a floor tunnel 14 which
extends from the dash panel 10 toward the rear. The floor
tunnel 14 is protruded from the floor panel 12 so as to
define a tunnel-shaped space below the floor panel 12.
[0014] A driver seatis located on a left side of the floor
tunnel 14, in which a steering column 20 is arranged. In
FIG. 1, a portion of the steering column 20 protruded from
the dash panel 10 is partially shown.

[0015] An upper end of the steering column 20 is con-
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nected to a steering wheel, while a lower end of the steer-
ing column 20 is connected to a mechanism for changing
an angle of wheels through a steering gear box which
houses arack and pinion and other components. Accord-
ingly, steering of the vehicle is caused when a driver ro-
tates the steering wheel.

[0016] The steering column 20 extends through a col-
umn hole 22 defined in the dash panel 10 toward a front
compartment (an engine compartment) side. In FIG. 1,
the column hole 22 is indicated by a broken leader line.
A bush 24 composed of an elastic material is inserted
into a space between the column hole 22 and the steering
column 22.

[0017] A dash cross member 26 which is a reinforce-
ment member extending along a lateral direction of the
dash panel 10 is disposed on an upper portion of the
dash panel 10. Both upper and lower end portions of the
dash cross member 26 are joined to the dash panel 10,
and a middle portion of the dash cross member 26 is
slightly spaced from a surface of the dash panel 10. In
this example, a left end portion of the dash cross member
26 is broadened along a vertical direction, and thus in-
creased in area. The dash cross member 26 is typically
composed of a steel material.

[0018] A brake bracket 30 is arranged on a diagonally
upward left side (a left side in the vehicle width direction)
of the column hole 22. The brake bracket 30 is attached
to the dash panel 10, and a brake pedal is attached to
the brake bracket 30. An accelerator bracket 32 is ar-
ranged on a right side (a right side in the vehicle width
direction) of the column hole 22. The accelerator bracket
32 is attached to the dash panel 10, and an accelerator
pedal is attached to the accelerator bracket 32.

[0019] The brake bracket30 and the accelerator brack-
et 32 are placed on opposite sides of the column hole 22
so as to be spaced from each other. Further, in this em-
bodiment, a brace 34 is provided as a connection mem-
ber for connecting the brake bracket 30 and the acceler-
ator bracket 32. In this embodiment, the brake bracket
30, the accelerator bracket 32, and the brace 34 are in-
tegrated into one piece so as to constitute, as a whole,
adash brace 36 in the shape of an inverted letter L which
is open downward. When the brake bracket 30, the ac-
celerator bracket 32, and the brace 34 are integrated into
the dash brace 36, the two brackets can be simultane-
ously attached only by attaching the dash brace 36 to
the dash panel 10, which can facilitate attachment work.
It should be noted that the brackets and the brace may
be formed as separate components which may be joined
together by welding or other means. The dash brace 36
is typically formed of a steel material.

[0020] The brace 34 which is placed in the vicinity of
the upper portion of the dash panel 10 functions as a
reinforcement member for reinforcing the dash panel 10.
Meanwhile, the dash cross member 26 is placed under
the brace 34 so as to cross the brace 34 in the lateral
direction. Because of this, both a part of the dash cross
member 26 and the brace 34 can function to reinforce
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the dash panel 10. It should be noted that the dash cross
member 26 may overlap with at least one of the brake
bracket 30, the accelerator bracket 32, and the brace 34.
[0021] Here, the brace 34 is arranged so as to extend
from an upper left side to a right side of the column hole
22. A portion of the dash panel 10 around the column
hole 22 is decreased in strength due to the presence of
the column hole 22. The brace 34 provided close to the
column hole 22 can reinforce the decreased strength of
the portion of the dash panel 10 located above the column
hole 22. In the example of FIG. 1 in which the brace 34
partially overlaps with the dash cross member 26, a rear
surface of the brace 34 is generally located at a position
slightly spaced from a surface of the dash cross member
26.

[0022] FIG. 2 shows the structure of an integrated type
of the dash brace 36. Four attachment holes 38 are de-
fined in the brake bracket 30, and the brake bracket 30
is, on its underside, bolt connected to the dash panel 10
through the attachment hole 38. Further, the brake brack-
et 30 is, on its front side, joined to a component of the
brake pedal. A right portion of the brace 34 is extended
slightly upward so as to form a region where another
attachment hole 38 is defined to enable bolt connection
between the dash brace 36 and the dash panel 10. In
addition, afurther attachment hold 38 is defined in alower
end portion of the accelerator bracket 32 to enable ad-
ditional bolt connection between the dash brace 36 and
the dash panel 10.

[0023] The brake bracket 30 is provided with two at-
tachment bolts 40, by means of which the component of
the brake pedal is fastened to the brake bracket 30.
Meanwhile, the accelerator bracket 32 is equipped with
three attachment bolts 40, by means of which the com-
ponent of the accelerator pedal is fastened to the accel-
erator bracket 32.

[0024] It should be noted that the dash brace 36 in-
cludes a protruded region 36A as appropriate so as to
be strengthened compared to a flat plate. In an example
shown in FIG. 2, two laterally extending portions of the
protruded region 36A are formed on a laterally extending
portion of the brace 34, and the remaining other portion
of the protruded region 36A is formed so as to surround
a portion of the accelerator bracket 32, the accelerator
pedal being attached to this portion.

[0025] FIG. 3 shows the schematic structure of the ve-
hicle cabin including the cabin front wall structure of a
vehicle as in the case of FIG. 1, but in a state where a
brake pedal 50 and an accelerator pedal 60 are attached
to the cabin front wall structure.

[0026] The brake pedal 50 is a component that is
stepped on by a driver for braking, and is connected via
a connection bar 52 to a brake operating unit 54. The
brake operating unit 54 transfers an operation amount
associated with the brake pedal 50 to a brake controlling
mechanism in response to movement of the brake pedal
50 which is stepped on. For example, the brake operating
unit 54 transfers, as the operation amount of braking, a
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change in hydraulic pressure corresponding to an extent
to which the brake pedal 50 is stepped on.

[0027] The accelerator pedal 60 is a component
stepped on by the driver for acceleration, and is connect-
ed via a connection bar 62 to an operation detector 64.
The operation detector 64 detects an operation amount
associated with the accelerator pedal 60 in response to
movement of the accelerator pedal 60 which is stepped
on, and transfers the detected operation amount to a
component for controlling outputs from an engine, a mo-
tor and the like. For example, the operation detector 64
transfers, as an output torque command, an electric sig-
nal indicative an extent to which the accelerator pedal 60
is stepped on.

CROSS SECTION STRUCTURE

[0028] FIG. 4 shows a cross section view taken along
line IV-1V indicated in FIG. 1.

[0029] The steering column 20 is extended through the
inside of the bush 24 housed in the column hole 22, and
a tip end of the steering column 20 is connected to a gear
box 70. Orientation of wheels is controlled via the gear
box 70.

[0030] A part of the dash cross member 26 is located
above the column hole 22, while the brace 34 in the dash
brace 36 is located at a position rearward (on an inner
side in the vehicle cabin) of the dash cross member 26,
and partially overlaps with the dash cross member 26.
[0031] A transaxle unit 80 is disposed in a front com-
partment (engine compartment) located forward of the
vehicle cabin. Upon the occurrence of a collision (head-
on collision) of the vehicle, the transaxle unit 80 is shifted
diagonally rearward (and slightly upward) as indicated
by a hollow arrow in FIG. 4. This may cause a rear wall
of the transaxle unit 80 to bump on a portion of the dash
panel 10 above the column hole 22. The portion of the
dash panel 10 above the column hole 22 has a decreased
strength due to the presence of the column hole 22. How-
ever, in this embodiment, both the dash cross member
26 and the brace 34 are provided on the portion of the
dash panel 10. Because of this, the transaxle unit 80 can
be effectively prevented from moving toward a cabin side.
[0032] As particularly shown in FIG. 1, the dash cross
member 26 and the dash brace 36 extend along different
directions in such a manner that the dash cross member
26 extends laterally in the vehicle width direction, while
the dash brace 36 extends obliquely from upper left to
lowerrightin the vehicle width direction. This can produce
an effect such that an intersecting region where the dash
cross member 26 and the dash brace 36 overlap with
each other is effectively increased in strength.

Claims

1. A cabin front wall structure of a vehicle, comprising:
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a dash panel (10) constituting a front wall of a
cabin of a vehicle;

an accelerator bracket (32) attached to the dash
panel (10), and used for mounting an accelerator
pedal;

a brake bracket (30) attached to the dash panel
(10) at a position spaced from the accelerator
bracket (32) in a vehicle width direction, and
used for mounting a brake pedal; and

a connection member (34) extending along a
surface of the dash panel (10) and configured
to connect the accelerator bracket (32) and the
brake bracket (30).

2. The cabin front wall structure of a vehicle according
to Claim 1, further comprising:

a reinforcement member (26) extending along
the vehicle width direction while conforming to
the dash panel (10),

wherein the reinforcement member (26) is dis-
posed so as to overlap with at least one of the
connection member (34), the accelerator brack-
et (32), and the brake bracket (30).

3. The cabin front wall structure of a vehicle according
to Claim 1 or 2, wherein:

the dash panel (10) has a column hole (22) into
which a steering column (20) is inserted;

the accelerator bracket (32) is arranged on a
right side of the column hole (22) in the vehicle
width direction;

the brake bracket (30) is arranged on a left side
of the column hole (22) in the vehicle width di-
rection; and

the connection member (34) is arranged above
the column hole (22).
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