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To all whom it may concern: '
Beit known that I, CHARLES H. WHEELER,
~ of St. Louis, county of St. Louis and State of
- Missouri, have invented an Improvement in
a Portable Table Attachment, the design: of
which is to afford a convenient and service-
able ‘table for occasional ‘domestic or other
use, which may be readily laid aside when not
desired for present use, or converted into a
form suitable for econveyance from place to
place. : , _— ‘

The invention consists in the peculiar man-
ner in which the legs are attached to the ta-
ble-top and held in position when in use, and
in the peculiar manner in which they are
closed and clasped when it is to be laid aside
or removed from place to place.

The attachment is exhibited in the accom-
panying plan. Figure 1 is a side elevation of
a table to which it'is applied, with one pair of
legs turned up or closed, D representing the
top of the table as seen from the side; g, the
pair of legs turned downward; ¢, the pair
turned up. Fig. 2 is a plan of the same as
seen from the under side.  Figs. 3 and 4 ex-
hibit a slight modification of the attachment
hereinafter described. - o

a b and ¢ d, as seen in Fig. 2, are two strips
or bars of wood or suitable material, attached
to the under side of the table-top by screws
or other suitable means, extendin g parallel to
the sides of said .table-top nearly the length
of the same, and terminating at a short dis-
tance from each end. « ¢ and b d are similar
strips. or bars, similarly attached, extending
across the under side of the table-top parallel
to the ends of the same, between the termini
of ¢ b and ¢ d, the design of these strips or
" bars being to afford a suitable support for the
springs and- hinges hereinafter deseribed, to
assist in the adjustment of the legs when in po-
sition and to give additional firmness through-
out. The two legs at each end of the table
are connected, at their top, by a cross-bar,
shown as m n, Fig. 2, said cross-bar to be
made of wood or other suitable material. The
legs are attached to the table at each side by
a hinge, said hinge being made of iron or
other suitable material, and attached to the
strips or bars a b and ¢ d by a pivot at the
point @, shown in Fig. 1, being a point on the

outside of said strips or bars, or the side near- *
est the side of the table, and a short distance
from the several ends of said strips or bars,
said strips or bars also having an incision
made in said side at and about said point v, of
sufficient depth to bring the outside of said
hinge in line with their outsides, and said in-
cision being extended sufficiently far to allow
the closing of the hinge, From the point v
the hinge extends .down to the pinso. Just

.above o is a small nib or projecting tongue,

the projection being in a direction toward the
table-side; said hinge then extends inward or
away from the side of the table until it reaches
the nearest side of the table-legs, just oppo-
site the ends of the aforesaid cross-bar, and
is then attached to said legs at ¢ and 7, as
seen in Fig. 1, by screws or other suitable
means. The shape of the hinges as seen from

~beneath is shown in Fig. 2, where they are

marked = and «/. To the outside of said strips
or bars, at the points s and s, being points.
somewhat farther from the ends of the same
than the attachment of the hinges hereinbe-
fore described, are attached, by screws or
other suitable means, certain springs consist-
ing of thin sheets of steel or other material
possessing the requisite properties of a spring,
extending thence toward the table-ends, curv-
ing slightly downward so as to strike against
the small nib or projecting tongue upon the
hinge hereinbefore described, and thus .hold-
ing the legs fast in position when the table is
in use by locking the hinge. A portion of
said spring extends above and beyond said
small nib or projecting tongue, in order that
said spring may be the more readily operated
by the hand. When the table is to be closed
or folded the end of said spring is pressed out-
ward or away from the side of the strip or
bar to which it is attached. The small nib or
projecting tongue on the hinge is thus re-
leased, and the legs readily fold against the
under side of the table-top. A slight recess
in the upper side of the same Spring now re-
ceives the small nib or projecting tongue, and
there holds it fast, thus securing the legs in
closed position. A similar pressure upon the

‘spring again relieves them when desired. In

order that both pairs of legs may fold close to
the table-top without coming in conflict with
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each. other, those at one end are made nearer
together than those at the other, and thus
fold within them. p and p’in Fig.2 show the
position of the spring when at rest; ¢and ¢/
in same figure, its position when pressed oub
for the purpose of releasing the legs from
their position. The two springs at opposite
ends of the table, as seen from the side, are
exhibited in Fig. 1, and marked A.

Tigs. 3 and ‘4 exhibit the attachment as ap-
plied toasingleindependentleg. Thearrange-
ment and operation are substantially the same
as when applied to the connected pair of legs.
Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the single-leg ar-
rangement. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the
same. The rectangle marked B, Fig. 3,is a
© section of thetable-top. 'The rectangle marked
C in same is the end of a strip or bar similar
to @ b and ¢ 4 before described, to which the
hinge is attached. Said strip or bar may ex:
tend in any direction and to any distance de-
sired across the under side: of the table-top.
T represents the upper portion of the leg; to
which the hinge is attached. I represents
the hinge, which differs from that before de-
seribed in being extended so as to reach and

fasten to both sides of the strip or bar C, at
points » and v/, where it moves on-a pivot.

3

The leg is thus rendered sufficiently firm with-
out the support of the cross-bar nsed with the
two legs, A in Fig. 4 exhibits the spring as
seen from the side, which is, attacbed to the
side of said strip or bar opposite to the leg,
the arrangement and operation being precisely
the same as when used with the pair of legs,
o in Fig. 4 represents the small nib or project:
ing tongue of hinge when the leg is downj; o'

‘the receptacle for the same when the leg is

closed.

1 claim as my invention—

" 1. The combination of the hinge, of substan-
tially the form shown, with the locking-spring,
which fixes the leaves of the hinge rigidly in
position both when closed and when open, as
and for the purpose set forth.

9. The combination of the hinge and spring
with the table and table-legs, in the manner
and for the purpose substantially as hereinbe-
fore set forth. '

In witness whereof I have set my hand this
15th day of April, A, D. 1873.

CHAS. H. WHEELER.

Witnesses:
F. S. MASSIE,
BEXT. . GRAY, J1.




