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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DwIiGHT L. SMITH, of
Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im-

5.provement in Buckles; and I do hereby de-
clare the following, when taken in connection
with accompanying drawings and the letters
of reference marked thereon, to be afull, clear,
and exact description of the same, and which
said drawings constitute part of this specifica-
tion, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a front view of the buckle com-
plete; Fig. 2, a vertical section on line o x of
Fig.1; Fig.3,a front view of the buckle-frame
with the lever removed; Fig. 4, a front view
of the lever detached from the frame; Fig. 5,
_ the clamping-bar as.prepared for attachment
to the frame; Fig. 6, a transverse section of
the bar e of the lever, cutting on line x x of
Fig. 4; Fig.7,a transverse section cutting on
line i y of Fig. 4; Fig. 8, the jaw-plate de-
tached; Fig. 9, an end view of the frame with
the clamping-bar and the lever removed.

This invention relates to an improvement
in that class of buckles in which the frame is
made from wire and in which the frame is pro-
vided with a clamping-bar, combined with a
lever hinged to the frame and carrying a jaw,
80 as to clamp the strap between the clamp-
ing-bar and the jaw of the lever, so as to se-
cure the strap when the buckle is adjusted,
theobject beingasimple constructionforhing-
ing the lever to the frame; and it consists in
the construction, ashereinafter described, and
particularly recited in the claims.

The frame is made from wire, composed of
an upper side A and lower side B, connected
by ends C C, the wire bent to form the frame
in the usual manner, and preferably from the
lower end a depending hook D is formed as
an integral part of that side B of the frame.

E represents the clamping-bar, which is’
cut from sheet metal, as seen in Fig. 5. At
each end the bar isconstructed with a longi-
tudinally-projecting tongue a,and is also con-
structed withprojectingtonguesbbfrom itsup-
per edge. Preferably the projecting tongues
o are narrower than the width of the bar,and
the length of the bar is so much greater than
the length of the frame that the tongues a
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at the two ends may be bentand closed around
the frame so as to firimly secure the bar to the
frame, and preferably an indentation is made

in the ends of the frame, as seen at d, T'ig. 9,
into which the ends of the bar ¢ are placed, so 55
as to prevent possible sliding movementof the
bar. 'The tongues b b upon the upper side of
the bar are provided for hinging the lever
thereto, instead of directly to the frame, as in
the more general construetion.

The lever F is constructed as seen in Fig. 4.
It is made from wire bent to form the longi-
tudinal bar e, with the ends turned upward,
and then turned inward at a distance above
parallel with the bar e and so as to form piv- 65
ots f,as clearly seen in Fig.4. The pivot ends
of the lever correspond in position to the |
tongues b b on the bar E, and these tongues
b b are closed around the pivots f; as seen in
Figs.1and 2,and so that the lever mayswing 7o
therein as upon a hinge. The lever is pref-
erably constructed with a depending loop G,
which may pass over the hook in awell-known
manner for this class of buckles.

In constructing the lever to form theloop G 75
it is bent downward from the center, as usual,
and upon’the bar e of the lever the clamping-
jaw H is applied. The jaw H is made from
sheet metal, and of a shape as seen in Fig. 8.

It is of a length corresponding substantially 8o
to the length of the bar e of the lever, and
through its central portion one edge is ser-

6o

rated. Near each end a cut g is made, so as to

form tongues % on the jaw edge of the lever,
and upon the opposite side at the eenter is a 85
projection 4. This jaw-plate is applied to the
lever, the tongue A being bent and closed
around the lever,as seen in Fig. 7,leaving the
central or jaw portion projecting therefrom,

as seen in Tig. 6. The lower edge of the bar-go
is also closed around the bar e of the lever,
while the central projection ¢ is bent and
closed around the double wire between the
bar e and the loop below, as seen in Fig. 4.

The projecting jaw is adapted o bear upon g5
the clamping-bar E, and so that when the le-
veristurned down it will clamp the strap upon
the clamping-bar, and so as to hold it at any
point to which it may be adjusted; but upon
turning the lever outward upon its pivot the 100
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Jaw swings away from the clamping-bar, so as
to leave free opening for the adjustment of
the strap.

I claim— .

1. In a buckle having the frame made from
wire and consisting of two sides A B, con-
nected by ends C C, the combination there-
with of a sheet-metal clamping-bar E, its ends
closed around the ends of the frame, thé said
bar constructed with projecting tongues b,
with a lever having its ends turned inward to
form pivots, the said tongues b closed around
the said pivots, and whereby the said lever is
adapted to swing backward and forward to-
ward the frame, and the lever provided with a
jaw adapted to clamp the strap upon the said
clamping-bar, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a buckle consisting of a frame made
from wire, composed of the sides A B, con-
nected by the ends C C, the lower side bent to
form a depending hook D, combined with a

clamping-bar E, secured to the ends of the
frame, and a lever also made from wire, bent
to form a bar e, with a depending loop G
therefrom, the ends of the wire turned up-
ward and inward to form pivots f fand the
said pivots hinged to the said clamping-bar
E, the lever provided with a jaw-plate H, con-
structed with a projection 2 from its lower
edge and with tongues h at its ends, the said
plate closed around the bar e of the frame and
around the upper portion of the loop, leaving
the jaw portion projecting rearwardly from
the said bar, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses. : .
DWIGHT L. SMITH.

‘Witnesses:,
G. E. MINTIE.
H. L. SLATUSON.

25

30

35




