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(57) Abstract: A gate valve (70) is provided with a housing (71) having a
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respond to substrates that are to be conveyed and are arranged in multiple
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stages, valve bodies (81) provided in the housing (71) and used for
opening/closing the openings (71a), a valve-lifting/lowering mechanism (73)
70 for lifting or lowering the valve bodies (81), a valve-rotating mechanism (75)
for rotating the valve bodies (81) in concert with the lifting or lowering of
the valve-lifting mechanism (73), and a valve-pressing mechanism (74) for
pressing the seal surface of the valve bodies (81) to the openings. The valve-
lifting/lowering mechanism (73) lifts or lowers the valve bodies (81) between
a position corresponding to an opening and a retracted position, the valve-ro-
tating mechanism rotates the valve bodies (81) when the valve bodies (81)
have been lifted or lowered by the valve-lifting/lowering mechanism (73),
and the valve-pressing mechanism (74) presses the valve bodies (81) in posi-
tion corresponding to the openings.
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