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1. Claim. 

My invention relates to service cabinets, for 
dispensing hand towels and more particularly for 
Self-serve cabinets for dispensing cloth towels as 
distinguished from paper towels. 
The prime object of the invention is the pro 

Wision of a cabinet of this class whereby folded 
cloth towels may be dispensed singly without the 
cabinet being opened by the user and without 
dis-arranging the towels remaining in the 

0 cabinet. 
At the present time there are one or more 

tOWel cabinets in common use which present one 
edge of a paper towel through a slot extending 
across the face of the cabinet. These cabinets 

5 contain the paper towels in a pile, each towel 
being So folded and placed With relation to the 
next adjacent towel thereabove that portions of 
the towels are interlocked so that when the ex 
posed towel is pulled Out of the cabinet the edge 
of the next towel thereabove is also pulled out 
of the cabinet and left exposed for the next user. 
In order that the towels may be properly folded 
and interlocked With each other expensive ma 
chinery is required. Such machinery is not 
adaptable for use in folding cloth towels and due 
to the nature of the material from which cloth 
towels are usually made, interlocking of the towels 
in the above described manner is not practical. 
My cabinet is so designed that folded cloth 

towels may be placed therein in a tier without 
any of the towels being interlocked with another, 
and is so designed that One of the towels may be 
withdrawn from the cabinet Without dis-arrang 
ing the remaining towels and when so removed 

5 another towel will be presented so that it, in 
turn, may also be removed by the next user. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide a 

cabinet of this class which is new, novel, prac 
tical and of utility; which may be easily and 

40 quickly loaded with clean towels; which includes 
a hamper for receiving soiled towels, the hamper 
being so located that any moisture remaining in 
the Soiled towels Will not affect the clean towels 
and Will not in any manner scent them; which 
is simple in construction; which is economical 
to manufacture; which is durable; and, which will 
be efficient in accomplishing all the purposes for 
which it is intended. 
With these and other objects in view as will 

so more fully appear hereinbelow, my invention con 
sists in the construction, novel features, and com 
bination of parts hereinafter more fully described, 
pointed out in the claims hereto appended, and 
illustrated in the accompanying two-sheet draw 

55 ings, of which, 
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Figure 1 is a front view; 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

substantially along the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, showing 
in dotted lines the hinged clean towel container 
in an opened position; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
substantially along the line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the cabinet 

with the door open, the cabinet being shown as 
cut in two substantially along the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 1; and, 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary bottom view with 

the door removed. 
Like characters of reference designate like parts 

in all the figures. 
It is understood that various changes in the 

form, proportion, size, shape, weight and other 
details of construction, within the Scope of my 
invention may be resorted to without departing 
from the spirit or broad principle of my invention 
and without sacrificing any of the advantages 
thereof; and it is also understood that the draw 
ings are to be interpreted as being illustrative and 
not restrictive. 
The inventive idea involved is capable of re 

ceiving a variety of mechanical expressions one 
of which, for the purpose of illustrating the in 
vention, is shown in the accompanying draWingS 
wherein:- 
The reference numeral indicates as a Whole 

a substantially rectangular box having an open 
front, a back 2, two similar ends 3, a horizontal 
upper shelf 4, a horizontal lower shelf 5, an open 
bottom and a hinged closure or door 7 mounted 
upon hinges 8 and adapted to close the front of 
the cabinet. A top 9 having a suitable opening 
covers the upper end of the cabinet. The top 9 
is provided with a plurality of perforations for 
receiving suitable supports, not shown, such as 
a wire or cord, and the back 2 is provided with 
spaced openings 2 whereby it may be mounted, if 
desired, upon wall ScreWS, not shown. 
The front face of the door. 7 may be suitably 

decorated and in the present instance is illus 
trated as having a mirror 3 held in place by a 
plurality of clamps 4 and having a pull knob 6 
whereby it may be opened and closed. At its 
bottom edge and at a point substantially inter 
mediate its side edges the door is provided with 
an arcuate notch 5 the office of which will be : 
more fully described hereinbelow. A suitable 
latch mechanism f6 is provided for normally 
holding the door in a closed position. 
Adjacent its front edge the shelf 4 is provided 

with a longitudinal slot for receiving the lower 
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edge 7 of a removable closure 8 the upper edge 
of which is adapted to bear against a stop 9 car 
ried by the nether surface of the top 9 and to be 
held thereagainst by a Spring latch 20. A suit 
able perforation 2 is provided in the closure 8 
So that its upper edge may be pulled outwardly 
past the latch 20 and its lower edge may then be 
removed from the Slot in the shelf 4. The closure 
8 together with the shelf 4, the back 2, the ends 
3 and the top 9 form a hamperfor receiving soiled 
towels which may be placed therein through the 
aperture in the top 9. 
An Open topped box having similar ends one of 

which is indicated by the reference numeral 22, 
5 having a back 23, a front 24 and a rear bottom 
member 25 which closes only the rearmost por 
tion of the bottom of the box is pivotally mounted 
in the cabinet upon a pair of pivot pins 26 
which engage the ends of the box and the ends 
3 of the cabinet. The front 24 at a longitudinal 
point substantially centrally located intermediate 
its ends is provided with a V-shaped notch 27 
which extends upwardly from its lower edge. The 
notch 5 is in registration with the notch 27 
When the door is in a closed position. Between 
the outer Surfaces of each of the ends 22 of the 
box and the inner surfaces of the respective ends 
3 of the cabinet is positioned a block 28 which 
is held in place by screws 29 upon the inner faces 
of the ends 3. Each of the ends 22 of the box 
is provided with an outwardly projecting pin 30 
Which is adapted to contact the rearmost edge 3 
of the block 28 and act as a stop to limit the 
forward tilt of the box upon the pivot pins 26. 
Rigidly connected to the rear face of the front 24 
Of the box at a point in a plane with the bottom 
25 is a front bottom member 32 which extends 
from the inner face of the end 3 to the adjacent 
edge of the notch 27. An open space 33 is there 
fore left extending across the bottom of the box. 
A perforation 34 is provided in the front 24 of 
the box in order that it may be tilted forwardly. 
A block 35 is provided upon the rear face of the 
back 23 of the box in Order to limit its rearward 

.5 motion at its upper edge, 
The box above described is for the purpose 

of receiving, one upon the other, a desired plu 
rality of folded cloth towels 36 (Figs. 1 and 2), 
and the box is designed to be tipped forwardly 
as illustrated in dotted lines in Fig. 2 in order 
that the towels may easily be placed in the box. 
The back 23 of the box may be if desired pro 
vided with a cut-away portion 37 in order to as 
sist in the convenience of loading the box with 
clean towels. 

In filling the box with clean towels the door 7 
is first opened, a finger is inserted in the perfora 
tion 34 and the box is pulled forwardly at its top 
until the pin 36 contacts the edge 3 of the block 
28. The folded towels are then placed in the box 
in a tier one upon the other as may best be seen 
in FigS. 1 and 2. The door 7 is then closed. A 
person desiring to withdraw a towel from the 
cabinet merely inserts a finger between the lower 
most towel in the tier or its lowermost fold, as 
the case may be, and pulls downwardly. The 
towel is withdrawn through the space 33 in the 
bottom of the box and through the notches 27 and 

2,074,664 
f5 in the elements 24 and 7 respectively. Re 
moval of the lowermost towel in no manner dis 
arranges any of the towels thereabove and after 
one towel has been removed the next towel there 
above will be presented through the notch 5 
for use of another person. The soiled towels may 
be dropped through the opening 9 in the top 9 
into the hamper. Since the clean towel box and 
the Soiled towel hamper are entirely separated and 
Since the Soiled towel hamper is located above 
the clean towel box no moisture retained by the 
Soiled to Wels Will in any manner affect the clean 
ones. The opening in the top 9 provides ample 
ingress of air to permit the soiled towels to dry. 
When it is desired to remove the Soiled towels the 
door 7 is opened, a person's finger is inserted in 
the perforation 2 in the door 8 and its upper 
edge is pulled forward. The door 8 is then re 
moved from the notch in the shelf 4 and the Soiled 
towels, indicated by the reference numeral 38, 
may be removed. 

It will be noted that the clean towels may be 
removed from the cabinet with either a straight 
downward motion, a straight forward motion or 
a doWnWard and for Ward motion and that in 
either event the next towel thereabove will not be 
dis-arranged in any manner. Since the person 
Withdrawing the towel will be standing in front 
of the cabinet the natural motion of the lower 
most towel in its withdrawal from the cabinet, 
Will be slightly forward of the cabinet. This mo 
tion will tend to keep the other towels there 
above in a forward position within the box and 
will keep their front edges safely seated upon the 
bottom elements 32 of the clean towel box. 
From the foregoing description it may be seen 

that due to the arrangement of the openings 
whereby the towels are removed there is no occa 
Sion for interlocking the towels one with another. 

Obviously, the invention is susceptible of emi 
bodiment in forms other than that which is illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings and de 
Scribed herein, and applicable for uses and pur 
pOSes other than as detailed, and I therefore con 
sider as my own all such modifications and 
adaptations and other uses of the form of the de 
vice herein described as fairly fall within the 
scope of my invention. 

Having thus described my invention, what is 
claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 
Patent, is: 

In a towel dispensing cabinet, a towel support 
ing container, an open bottomed housing there 
for, the bottom of Said container being formed of 
front and rear towel supporting ledges with a de 
livery space therebetween, the forward support 
ing ledge being divided into two parts having be 
tween them a transversely extending space in 
tersecting the delivery space, and a door for the 
front of the housing, said door having an open 
ing registering with the transverse space when 
the door is closed for permitting insertion of a 
person's fingers for grasping the lowermost towel 
and accomplishing its removal downwardly 
through the delivery space, and through the Open 
bottom of said housing. 

LAWRENCE J. MITCHELL. 
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