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[ 9a 2068 (465) 7.3 21.9
‘ 9b 3256 (732) 11.5 34.5
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: 10b 3256 (732) 11.5 34.5
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[ 12a 15065 (3387) 53.4 160. 2
[ 12b 10173 (2287) 36. 1 108. 3
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Claims Nos.: 56-123, 1-56 {partial)}

In view of the Targe number and also the wording of the claims presently
on file, which render 1t impossible to determine the matter for which
protection is sought, the present application fails to comply with the
clarity and conciseness requirements of Article 6 PCT (see also Rule
6.1{a) PCT) to such an extent that a meaningful search is impossible.
Consequently, the search has been carried aut for those parts of the
applicatien which do appear to be clear and cencise, namely the auminium
ar aluminium alloy matrix composite claimed by claims 1-36 and the method
for preducing such matrix composite as claimed by claims 37-55.

The initial phase of the search revealed a very large number of documents
relevant te the issue of novelty. 5o many documents were retrieved that
it is impossible to determine which parts of the claims may be said to
define subject-matter for which protection might legitimately be sought
(Article 6 PCT). For these reasons, a meaningful search over the whole
breadth of the claims is impossible. Consequently, the search has been
restricted to the above menticoned set of claims.

The subject-matter of independent claims 1, 23, 56 and 74 (product
claims) and 37, 47, 82, 99, 114, 119 {methed claims) is very unclear and
broadly claimed. For instance, the wording " metal selected from the
group of aluminium, allays thereof, and combinations thereof” used in
these claims s ambiguous and broad and therefore leaves the reader in
doubt upon as to the meaning of the technical features to which it
refers, thereby rendering the definition of the subject-matier od said
elaims unclear (Art. 6 PCT).

Thus, this unreasonably broad definition encompasses any &lloy known in
the metallurgical field that contains aluminium, such as any steel having
aluminium in the composition.

There is no reason for such a generalisation since all the exampies in
the description of the application relate te aluminium or aluminium alloy
matrix composites and not to any alloy matrix containing aluminium.

Conclusion: due to the Jack of clarity and conciseness no meaningful
sgarch can be performed to the entire set of 1-123 claims (Art. 17.2(b)
PCT).

Consequently, the search has been restricted to those parts of the
application which do appear to bhe clear and concise, namely the metal
matrix compoasite claimed by claims 1-36 and the method for producing such
a metal makrix composite as claimed by claims 37-55. Hence, opinion is
not established with regard to novelty and inventive step for claims
E6-123.

However, claims 1-55 relate to an extremely large number of possible
alloy matrix composites and methaeds. In fact, these claims contain so
many possible alloys matrix compesites (see the objections above) that a
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lack of clarity and conciseness within the meaning of Article 6 FCT
arises to such an extent as te render & meaningful search of these claims
impossibie.

As a result, the initial phase of the search revealed a very large number
of dacunents relevant to the issue of novelty. So many documents were
retrieved that it is impossible to determine which parts of the claims
may be said to define subject-matter for which protection might
legitimately be sought {Article 6 PCT). For these reasons, a meaningful
search over the whole breadth of claims 1-55 is impossible.

Consequentiy, the search has been carried cut for those parts of the
claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely the aluminium
or aluminium alloy matrix composites as recited in the examples 1-12 in
the descripfion on pages 30-41.

The applicant’s atftention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating te inventions in respect of which no interpational
search report has been esftablished need not be the subject of an
internatfonal preiiminary examination {Rule 66.1(e} PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Pretiminary Examining Authority is normaliy noft to carry out a
preliminary examinaticn on matier which has not been searched. This 1s
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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Box1 Qhservations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Raport has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasone:

1, D Claims Nos,;
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, nameiy:

2 m Claims Nos.: 56~123, 1~B5 (partial)
hecause they relate to parts of the International Applicaticn that oo rot comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an exient that ne meaningful International Bearch can be carried out, speckically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:

bocause they are dependant claims and are not dratied in accordance with the second and third sentences of Pule 8.4[3).

Box 1t Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of iten: 2 of first shest)

This Internaticnal Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this infernational application, as follows:

1. As sl required additional search fees were timsly paid by the apphcant, this International Search Report covers ati
searchatle claims.

3=]

. D A5 ah searchable daims sould be searchad without effort justifiing an addiional fee, thiz Authorfly did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3, I:I Asg only soma of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intermational Search Report
covers only those olaims for which feas were paid, specifioally olaims Nos..

4, D No reguired additional search fees were timsly paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intemational Search Report is
restricted to the Invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additiona zeerch fees were accompanied by ihe applicant's protest,

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA210 (continuation of first shiest (1)) (July 1955)




L T e T e T e T e T s T e T s T e T s R e T e T T T s T s Y e T e, T e T e, IO e, TR e T e, T e T e TR e T e T e TR e TR e T e T e T e B s Y s B s B T T e T e T e T s T e T e B s |

[

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

(53)

Information on patent fernily members

JP 2005-536641 A 2005.12.2

[nternatid

PCT/A Uy u3/21261

pifcation Na

Patant docurpent Publication Patert family Publication

clted in search veport date fnember(s) date

EF 0384040 A 29-08-1990 IT 122844% B 19-06-1991
AT 93754 1 15~09-1993
BR 8305576 A 30~04~1991
CA 1326706 C 04~01-1994
CN 1045049 A 05-09-1390
DE 63908870 D1 07-10-1993
DE 68908870 T2 03~02-1994
EP 03184045 A2 29-08-1990
ES 2042977 13 16-12-1993
JP 2220758 A 3~09-1990
us 4980123 A 256-12-1990

US 5259437 A 09-11~1993 FR 2665383 Al 07-02-1992
Al 630824 B2 5~11-1992
AU 8150491 A 06-02-1992
BR 9103235 A 26-05-1992
CA 2048161 Al 01-02-1%92
cZ 9102381 A3 17-02-1993
EP 0472478 Al 26-02-1992
HU 60946 AZ 30-11-1992
IE 912675 Al 12-02~1992
JP 4231163 A 20~08-1992
NO 912962 A 03~02-1992

EP 0462850 A 27-12-1991 R 2663250 AL 20-12-1991
DE 69130038 D1 (01-10-1998
DE 69130038 T2 12-05-1299
Ep 0462850 AL 27~12-1991

EP Q498719 A 12-08-1992 CH 682307 AS 31-08-1993
DE 69225163 DI 28~05-1998
13 69225165 T2 (13-09-1998
EP 0498719 Al 12-08~-1992
ES 2114552 T3 (1-06-1998

Us 6484790 Bl 26—-11-2002 DL 10043105 Al 05~04-2001

Form POTASART 0 (patent fomily annax) (July 1562}




(54) JP 2005-536641 A 2005.12.2

gobogooaon

GLInt.cl.’ 0o oooooooooO0
0000 55/224 0oOoOo 55/224 0OOO ooooo
0000  65/02 0000 6502 OO0OO0O0 ooooo

// 0000 101:04 0ooOo 101:04 0OOOO ooooo

@énoooooono  AP(GH,GM,KE,LS,mw,mMz,SD,SL,SZ,TZ,UG,ZM, ZW) ,EA(AM,AZ ,BY ,KG,KZ,MD,RU, TJ, TM) ,EP(AT,
BE,BG,CH,CY,CZ,DE,DK, EE,ES,FI ,FR,GB,GR,HU, IE, IT,LU,MC,NL,PT,RO,SE, SI, SK, TR) ,0A(BF,BJ,CF,CG,CI ,CM,GA,
GN,GQ,GW,ML,MR,NE, SN, TD, TG) ,AE,AG,AL ,AM, AT, AU,AZ,BA,BB,BG,BR,BY,BZ,CA,CH,CN,CO,CR,CU,CZ,DE,DK,DM,DZ,
EC,EE,ES,FI,GB,GD,GE,GH,GM,HR,HU, ID, IL, IN, 1S,JP,KE,KG,KP,KR,KZ,LC, LK, LR, LS,LT,LU,LV,MA,MD, MG, MK, MN , M
W,MX,MZ,NI,NO,NZ,OM, PG, PH,PL,PT,RO,RU,SC,SD, SE, SG,SK,SL,TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT,TZ,UA,UG,UZ,VC, VN, YU, ZA,ZM,ZW

(74000 100082898
00ooooooo

(72000 00000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000o0ooo

(72000 0000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
Ooooooo

(72000 000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0oooooo

(72000 00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00ooooo

(7000 000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0o0ooooo

(7000 000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00ooooo

O00D0(00) 3J058 AMA3 AAAS AAS3 AAG3 AAGO AA73 AA77 AAB3 AAST BA46

0000 OO0 CCO3 CC22 EAO8 EAl4 FAOL

0000 OO 4K020 AAO6 BAOL BBO2



	bibliographic-data
	abstract
	claims
	description
	drawings
	search-report
	overflow

