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To oll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Micmarn Prromvan
Braziiw, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Fresno, in the State of California,
Lave invented new and useful Improvements
in Match-Boxes, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
mateh receptacles, and the primary object
of the invention is to provide a device of
this character having a slide and means for
forcing the matches toward the slide so that
the matches may be ejected.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this class with resilient
means for forcing matches to one side of a
receptacle. Said receptacle is further pro-
vided with a slide which is adapted to en-
gage with the match in the receptacle and
the receptacle being further provided with
a cap or closure having a single opening
whereby a single match may be ejected and
ignited, if desired, upon the movement of
the slide.

With the above, and other objects in
view, which will appear as the description
progresses, the invention resides in the novel
construction and combination of parts fully
described and claimed..

In the accompanying drawings has been
illustrated the preferred embodiment of the
improvement and in which:—

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal sec-
tional view of a match box constructed in
accordance with the present invention, the
closure of the same being in its downward
position. Tig. 2 is a similar sectional view,
the closure being shown in its raised posi-
tion. Fig. 8 is a front elevation of the box.
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view upon
the line 4—4 of Fig. 1 and looking in the
direction of the arrows.

The improved match receptacle 1 may be
of any desired form and dimension, but as
illustrated in the figures of the drawings,
the same comprises a substantially rectangu-
lar member preferably constructed of metal.
The receptacle 1 is provided with a closed
bottom and open top and pivotally con-
nected as at 2. At one of the ends of the
said receptacle is a cap or closure 3. This
closure 8 projects a suitable distance above
the top of the box and may be secured there-
on through the medium of a spring hinge
or other desired attaching device. The top
of the closure adjacent one of the ends there-
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of is provided with an opening 4. This
opening 4 may, if desired, have its wall ser-
rated so that when a match from within the
receptacle 1 is being ejected in a manner
hereinafter described, the serrations will
contact with the sulfur head of the match
and ignite the same. The opening 4 is nor-
mally closed through the medium of a suit-
able sliding door 5. This door is prefer-
ably constructed of spring material and has
a projecting headed stem 6 which is adapted
to slide through a slot 7 provided in the
top of the closure 3.

The front face of the receptacle 1 or that
adjacent the opening 4 provided upon the
closure 3 is beveled or inclined from its sides
toward its center so as to provide a sub-
stantially centrally arranged passage way 8.
The inner wall of the closure 8, adjacent
its pivotal connection 2 with the receptacle
1, is provided with a downwardly projecting
flattened member 9 and the same is pivotally
connected with a sliding bar 10. This bar
10 is provided with spaced, substantially
U-shaped ears 11 and the said ears are
adapted to support the transversely ar-
ranged spring members 12. Each of these

spring members 12 is pivotally connected

with the wall of the receptacle opposite that
of the passage way 8, and the same are pro-
vided with suitable resilient members which
are adapted to exert pressure against the
said members 12 so as to normally force the
same downwardly to a substantially hori-
zontal position. The sliding bar 10 has its
sides cut away as at 13 and the metal thus
provided is bent to form the U-shaped ears
11. The said cut away portions also pro-
vide for the raising of the bar 10 without
interfering with the hinged connections of
the members 12 to the rear wall of the recep-
tacle.

The outer face of the receptacle 1 is pro-
vided for a suitable distance with a verti-
cally arranged slit or cut away portion 14
and slidably mounted within this cut away
portion is an ejector 15. Said-ejector 15
is provided with an inwardly projecting
stem 17 having an engaging or toothed
face 16.

When it is desired to fill the receptacle
with matches, the closure 8 is raised to the
position illustrated in Fig. 2 of the drawing.
The sliding bar 10 by its offset 11 raises the
spring members 12 to a substantially vertical
position when the matches may be inserted.
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‘When the top or cap member 8 is closed

upon the receptacle 1, the spring members
12 will be free to act upon the matches and
will have a tendency to force the same with-
in the passage way. The toothed portion
16 of the ejector 15 readily engages the
match within the said passage way, but can
not contact with the remaining matches
within the receptacle. When a match is to
be removed, the ejector is forced upwardly
within the slot 14 so as to bring a match
directly below the openimg 4. Through the
opening 4, the sulfur head of the match
confacting with the serrated walls readily
ignites so that a lighted match may be de-
Livered when desired. It is, of course, to
be understood that when the match is pro-
jected the door or closure 5 is held rear-
wardly so as to provide a ready passage,

From the above description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
it will be noted that I have provided a sim-
ple, cheap and effective device for the pur-
pose intended and while T have illustrated
and described the further modifications of
tueinvention, changes within the scope of
the following claims may be resorted to
when desired. :

What I claim is:—

1. A receptacle, a hinged closure for the
receptacle, said receptacle having one of its
inner faces provided with a substantially
U-shaped passage way, a pair of spring
members hingedly connected to the opposite
side of the receptacle and adapted to exert
pressure toward the passage way, a sliding
bar having offset portions engaging the
outer faces of the spring members, and a
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connection between the sliding bar and the
closure, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. In a device for the purpose set forth, a
receptacle, said receptacle having one of
its sides provided with a substantially U-
shaped passage way, a closure for the re-
ceptacle, said closure having its top pro-
vided with an opening arranged in aline-
ment with the passage way, spring members
hingedly connected within the receptacle, a
sliding bar having offsets contacting with
the outer faces of the spring members and a
connection between the bar and the closure.

3. In a device for the purpose set forth, a
receptacle, said receptacle being provided
upon one of its inner faces with a substan- 5
tially U-shaped passage way, an ejector
member slidably mounted within the pas-
sage way, spring members within the re-
ceptacle and extending longitudinally there-
of, said members being each hingedly con-
nected with the receptacle, a bar provided
with offset fingers adapted to normally en-
gage the outward faces of the spring mem-
ber, a closure for the receptacle, a connection
between the sliding bar and the closure, said
closure having an opening alining with the
passage way of the receptacle, said opening
having its wall serrated, and a door for the
opening.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 70
in presence of two witnesses.

M. PERCIVAIL BRAZIILL.
Witnesses:
J. H. Girrnaam,
Ereaxor Owen.
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Copies- of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. ¢.””




