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This invention relates to a union und?r 
g?rment composed of Sections of fabric unit: 
ed by Seams to form an upper body Or waist 
portion and combined lower body and leg 
portions. + : 

One object of the invention is to improve 
the construction of the leg portions in Such 
manner that their inner sides, which are Sub 
jected to the greatest wear, have a maximum 
resistance to wear and are free from liabil 
ity to creep lengthwise on the legs of the 
YW &{}feI”. \ • 

Another object is to improve the construc 
tion of the upper body or waist portion in. 
Such manner that the back theTeof has 
greater freedom to expand and contract Ver 
tically than the front, so that the upper body 
or waist portion is adapted to conform to 
bending and other movements of the porti?n 
of the wearer's body above the waist, with out being displaced thereby, and is at the 
same time adapted to yieldingly conform to said body portion, without objectionable 
loOSemeSS. v. ' - w ? 

I attain these and other related objects by 
the improvements hereinafter described and 
claimed. • 
Of the accompanying drawings forming 

a part of this specification, , , , • 
Figure 1 is a front view of a union under garment embodying the invention, Showing 

the garment flattened. : : : : 
Figure 2 is a rear view of the same. * 
Figure 3 shows in perspective and Sepa 

rately the combined lower body and leg Sec 
tions shown by the preceding figures, the 
sections being opened and the reinforcing 
means omitted. 
Figure 4 shows in perspective One of the 

combined sections provided with reinforcing 
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Figures 5 and 6 show, respectively, the 
pieces of which the front and back upper 
body sections are made. w • ? 

Figure 7 shows one of the pieces of which 
the combined lower body and leg Sections 
are made. a º \\ • 

The same reference characters indicate the 
same parts in all of the figureS. . . 
The upper body or waist portion of my 

improved garment is composed of a front 
section 12, and a back Section 13, Said Sec 

| tions being united to each other by longi 
tudinal si?e seams 14. • . & 
The combined lower body and leg Sections 

| 15, 15 Bre united at their upper end8 tö th? 
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upper body Sections by a circumferential 
Seam 16 at the waist line. 
The upper body. Sections 12 and 13 are 

preferably made of knitted fabric for rea 
Sons hereinafter appearing. It is also pref 
erable, for various reasons, to make the com 
bined lower body and leg Sections of the 
S?me fabric, although any other suitable fab 
Iic may be employed for these sections. 
Each combined lower body and leg Sec 

t?on is composed of a single piece of fab 
• ric, the preferred form of which is shown by 
Figure 7. Said piece has curved longitudinal 
edges 17, united to each other by a curved 
longitudinal Seam 18, to form one side of 
2, lower body portion and a leg tube, the seam 
being Only at the outer side of the combined 
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Section, So that the lower body portions are • 
ClOSed at Opposite sides of the garment and 
the leg tubes are Straight, and seamless at 
their inner Sides. The inner side of each 
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leg, therefore, presents a seamless surface 
haVing a maximum resistance to wear due 
to chafing against the other leg portion, 
there being no Seam at the inner Side in 
cluding thread_liable to be worn away by 
Such - chafing. Moreover, the straight and 
Seamless inner side is free from liability to 
creep lengthwise on the wearer’s leg. 
Each section 15 is provided with a vent 

slit 20, extending downward from its upper 
| end on the l?ngit?dinal line of the section, 
and termin?ting above the midlength there: 
?f. Said slit forms free edges of two flaps 
21, adapted to overlap like fläps on the other 
Section 15, as shown by Figures 1 and 2. 
The portion of the section 15 may be pro 
Vided with reinforcing means at the closed 
end of the slit, Said means being preferably 
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embodied in a fabric patch 22, Stitched to 
the seamless Side of the leg portion and pref 
erably extending from the slit 20 to the 
lower end portion of the leg. × 
As above Stated, a knitted fabric is the 

preferred material of the combined lower 
body and leg Sections, this being the fabric 
Commonly used in the manufacture of this 
claSS of underwear. It is well known that 
knitted fabric is relatively inelastic length 
wise of its wales, which are indicated by 
parallel lines in the drawing, and has a con 
Siderable degree of elasticity or freedom to 
expand and contract crosswise of the Wales. 
When the sectiong l? are made of knitted 
fabric, the Wales extend substantially paral 
lel with th?g l{}figitudinal median line of e?{i}} 
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section, and are non-parallel with the curved 
edges 17, as indicated by Figure 7. The 
wales at the inner side of the leg portion, 
therefore, Qxtend Straight up and down, SO 
that the inner side has a desirable Smooth 
ness and resistance to wear, and is not liable 
to creep lengthwise. 
The uppet body Sections 12 and 13, of 

knitted fabric, are characterized as follows: 
The wales of the back section 13 extend 

horizontally, as indicated by Figures 2 and 
6, so that this section is adapted to expand 
and contract vertically. The reason for this 
is, that when the wearer reaches, bends, or 
Stoops, the back Section is adapted to con 
form freely to these movelnents, SO that the 
garment will not draw up at the shoulder's, 
at the front, and down at the back of the 
meck. In other words, I find that this al 
rangement of the wales in the back Section 
allows all desirable freedom of movement 
of the wearer's body above the waist, with 
out displacement of the upper body portion 
of the garment, either at the front or back. 
| The wales of the front Section 12 extend 
vertically, as shown by Figures 1 and 5, so 

| that this section is adapted to expand and 
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contract horizontally and yieldingly con 
form the Sections 12 and 13 to the wearer’s 
body above the waist. • 
: The described improvements may be em 

| bodied in a garment for men, or for women, 
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made either high or low necked, sleeved or 
Sleeveless, with legs either of ankle length, 
or knee length, and in knee length having 
either a tight or a loose knee. - 
The drawings show a garment which is 

Sleeveless, and of knee length with a tight 
knee. 

I claim: • ... " • 

1. A. union undergarment comprising a 
waist portion and two combined lower body 
and leg portions, the waist portion including 
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front and back sections united by longitudi 
lìal side Seams, and being of knitted fabric 
which is relatively inelastic lengthwise Of 
its wales, and elastic crOSSwise thereof, the 
wales of the back section extending h?ri 
Zontally throughout the area, thereof So that 
Said section is adapted to expand and con 
tract vertically and conform to Various 
nnovements of the portion of the wearer's 
body above the waist, while the wales 
throughout the area of the front Section ex 
te;nd vertically, so that Said Section is adapt 
ed to expand and contract horizontally, the 
connbined lower body and leg portions being 
united to the waist poi'tion by a circumfel'- 
ential Seam at the waist line of the ga!'ment 
and each combined lower body and leg pOI'- 
tion being slitted downward from its upper 
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end along the longitudinal median line 
thereof to form two vent slits extendling 
from the waist line of the garment to the 
leg portions thereof. \ • 

2. A. union undergarment comprising a 
waist portion, two combined lower body and 
leg portions united to the upper body por 
tion by a circumferential Seam at the waist 
line of the garment and each being Sealnless 
along the inside of the legs of the garment 
and having a Single longitudinally curved 
Seam extending along the outside of each 
leg., each combined lower. body and leg por 
tion being slitted downward from its upper 
end along the longitudinal median line there 
of to form two vent slits extending from fhe 
waist line of the garment to the leg portionS 

, thereof, and reinforcements extending down– 
ward along the inner, Seamless, Side of each 
leg portion from the lower ends of Said 
slits. - " .. - - 
In testimony whereof I have affixed 

Signature. : : : : : 

'' . ! : 

Imy 

ALTHEA T. BERRY. 
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