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This invention relates to a sliding selector for
automatic gramophones and the like.

There are many automatic gramophones in
public places having a plurality of individual
boxes at each of which a person may select and
cause to be played a desired musical selection.
With most of these devices, the operator has to
ascertain the number of the piece he wishes to
play and then press a button bearing the same
number. In many cases, the operator presses
the wrong button, thus making a wrong selection.
Many of the selecting devices are very compli-
cated and are frequently out of order, or they
do not always function properly, .

The object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a sliding selector for use at the individual
boxes or on the automatic gramophone itself,

-which will not bend regardless of the length, size
or welght of the indicator and/or knob, which
is extremely simple in construction and yet dura-
ble, and which is fool proof and will not function
erroneously. :

With these and other objects in view, the
present invention consists essentially of a selector
for automatic gramophones and the like, com-
prising a casing, a slide movably mounted in the,
casing, an indicator extending from the slide
through a slot in the casing, a contact bar in the
casing, a plurality of contact buttons in the cas-
ing spaced from the bar and from each other,
said contact bar and button being electrically
connected to an automatic gramophone, and
means on the slide for selectively connecting the
contact buttons with the bar when the slide is
moved, as more fully described in the following
specification and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which

Pigure 1 is an enlarged vertical and fragmen-
tary section through a selector casing,

Pigure 2 is a vertical section taken at right
angles to Figure 1, and v

Pigure 3 is a reduced front elevation of the
casing.

Referring more particularly to the drawings,
i8 is a casing of any desired shape having spaced
parallel rods {{ and {2 mounted therein. Rod (1
is fixed in the casing, while the rod 12 is movable
in relation to the other and has its opposite ends
slidably fitting in short slots 13 formed in the

walls of the casing. Suitable means is provided 5

for applying an even and resilient pressure on
the rod 12 to urge it towards the rod i while
maintaining the rods in their parallel relation-
ship. One way of accomplishing this is by means
of spring-loaded plungers {1 connected to the
rod 12 adjacent its opposite ends. The plungers

are slidably mounted in tubes (8 supported by
the casing and containing springs 18, the tension
of which may be regulated by screws 20 threaded
into the outeér ends of said tubes.
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A slide 25 is movably mounted between the
rods. This slide consists of spaced side plates 26
and 27 having rollers 28 and 29 between their
opposite ends. These rollers are formed with
peripheral grooves into which the rods fit in
order to prevent lateral movement of the slide.
The pressure on the rod 12 retains the slide be-
tween it and the rod {l. An indicator and knob
30 extends outwardly from the slide through an
elongated slot 3! formed in the front wall of
the casing (0. Names of different pieces to be
played may be placed at the lines 32 on the cas-
ing front in any suitable manner.

A contact bar 38 extends the same direction
as the rods on one side thereof, while a plurality
of spaced contact buttons 38 are mounted in line
with and insulated from each other opposite the
contact bar on the far side of the rods. The con-
tact bar and buttons are electrically connected
to an automatic gramophone (not shown) in any
suitable manner, such as by wires 37 and 38,
respectively.

Suitable means is provided on the slide 25 for
selectively connecting the contact bar with the
contact buttons as the slide is moved along the
rods. One way of doing this is by means of brush
contacts 44 and 45 slidably projecting from the
opposite ends of a tube 48 which is carried by
the slide 25. This tube extends through the side
plates 28 and 27 and is insulated therefrom by
washers 47 formed of suitable insulating mate-
rial. A spring 48 in the tube 48 urges the brush
contacts outwardly and at the same time makes
an electrical connection therebetween.

The contact 44 is constantly in engacement
with the contact bar 35, and the contact 45 is
selectively moved into engagement with any of
the contact buttons 86. This closes a cireuit in-
cluding the bar and the selected button, along
with the appropriate elements of the gramophone,

In order to play a piece, the operator merely
moves the indicator 30 to the name of the piece
desired. This closes the circuit including the
contact bar and one of the buttons to set the
gramophone in operation. The casing (0 may
be remote from the gramophone or it may be
built in or form part thereof.

The sliding selector is usually used in connec-
tion with a coin-control device, but as the latter
does not form part of this invention, it has been
omitted for the sake of clarity.

The rod (2 applies an even pressure on the
rollers 28 and 29 so that the slide cannot bind

‘as it is moved. This pressure is sufficlent to
5 retain the slide in any selected position. The

button contacts are far enough away from each
other that brush contact 45 leaves one before
it engages the next one. .

What I claim as my invention is:

1, A selector for automatic gramophoneg and
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the like, comprising a casing, a pair of spaced

parallel rods mounted in the casing, one of said.

rods being spring-loaded for parallel movement
towards and away from the other, a slide mov-
ably mounted between the rods, an indicator ex-
tending from the slide through a slot in the cas-
ing, a contact bar in the casing, a plurality of
contact buttons in the casing spaced from
the bar and from each other, said contact bar
and buttons being electrically connected to an
automatic gramophone, and means on the slide
for selectively connecting the contact buttons
with the bar when the slide is moved.

9. A selector for automatic gramophones and
the like, comprising & casing, a pair of spaced
parallel rods motnted in the casing, one of seid
rods being spring-loaded for parallel movement
towards and away from the other, a slide movably
mounted between the rods, means in the slide en-
gaging the rods to prevent lateral movement of
said slide, an indicator extending from the slide
through a slot in the casing, a contact bar in the
casing, a plurality of contact buttons in the cas-
ing spaced from the bar and from each other,
said contact bar and buttons being electrically
connected to an automatic gramophone, and a
pair of contacts on the slide connected to each
other and insulated therefrom, one of said con-
tacts being constantly in slidable engagement
with the bar and the other being adapted selec-
tively to contact the buttons when the slide is
moved.

3. A selector for automatic gramophones and
the like, comprising a casing, & pair of spaced
parallel rods mounted in the casing, one of said
rods being movable in relation to the other, resili-
ent means adjacent opposite ends of the mov-
able bar for applying an even pressure thereon,
a slide movably mounted between the rods, an in-
dicator extending from the slide through a slot
in the casing, a continuous contact and & plu-
rality of individual contacts mounted in the cas-
ing spaced from each other, each of said con-
tacts being electrically connected to an auto-
matic gramophone, and means on the slide for
selectively connecting the continuous contact to
the individual contacts when the slide is moved.

4. A selector for automatic gramophones and
the like, comprising a casing, a pair of spaced
parallel rods mounted in the casing, one of said
rods being movable in relation to the other, means
for applying an even pressure on the movable
rod to urge it toward the other rod, a slide mov-
ably mounted between the rods, means on the
slide engaging the rods to prevent lateral move-
ment of said slide, an indicator extending from
the slide through a slot in the casing, a con-
tinuous contact and s plurality of individual
.contacts mounted in the casing spaced from each
other, each of said contacts being electrically
connected to an automatic gramophone, and
means on the slide for selectively connecting the
continuous contact to the individual contacts
when the slide is moved.

5. A selector for automatic gramophones and
the like, comprising a casing, a pair of spaced
parallel rods mounted in the casing, one of said
rods being movable in relation to the other,
means for applying an even pressure on the mov-
able rod to urge it toward the other rod, a slide
movably mounted between the rods, spaced roll-
ers on the slide each engaging the two rods, each
roller having a peripheral groove into which the
rods fit, an indicator extending from the slide
through a slot in the casing, a continuous con-
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tact and & plurality of individual contacts
mounted in the casing spaced from each other,
each of said contacts being electrically con-
nected to an automatic gramophone, and means
on the slide for selectively connecting the con-
tinuous contact to the individual contacts
when the slide is moved.

6. A selector for automatic gramophones and
the like, comprising & cesing, a pair of spaced
parallel rods mounted in the casing, one of said
rods being movable in relation to the other,
resilient means adjacent opposite ends of the
movable bar for applying an even pressure there-
on, a slide movably mounted between the rods,
spaced rollers on the slide each engaging the two
rods, each roller having a peripheral groove into
which the rods fit, an indicator extending from
the slide through a slot in the casing, a con-
tinuous contact and a plurality of individual
contacts mounted in the casing spaced from each
other, each of sald contacts being electrically
connected to an automatic gramophone, and
means on the slide for selectively connecting the
continuous contact to the individual contacts
when the siide is moved. '

7. A selector for automsatic gramophones and
the like, comprising a casing, a pair of spaced
parallel rods mounted in the casing, one of said
rods being spring-loaded for parallel movement
towards and away from the other, g slide movably
mounted between the rods, spaced rollers on the
slide each engaging the two rods, each roller
having a peripheral groove into which the rods
fit, an indicator extending from - the slide
through a slot in the casing, & contact bar in the
casing, a plurality of contact buttons in the cas-
ing spaced from the bar and from each other,
sald contact bar and buttons being electrically
connected to an automatic gramophone, and a
pair of contacts on the slide connected to each

_other and insulated therefrom, one of said con-
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tacts being constantly in slidable engagement
with the bar and the other being adapted selec-
tively to contact the buttons when the slide is
moved.

8. A selector for automatic gramophones and
the like, comprising a casing, a pair of spaced
parallel rods mounted in the casing, one of said
rods being movable in relation to the other,
resilient means adjacent opposite ends of the
movable bar-for applying an even pressure there-
on, a slide movably mounted between the rods,
an indicator extending from the slide through a
slot in the casing, a contact bar in the casing, a
plurality of contact buttons in the casing spaced
from the bar and from each other, said contact
bar and buttons being electrically connected to an
sutomatic gramophone, and a pair of contacts on
the slide connected to each other and insulated
therefrom, one of said contacts being constantly
in slidable engagement with the bar and the
other being adapted selectively to contact the
buttons when the slide is moved. o

FREDERICK A. TITCOMB.
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