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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WirL1am A, PriDMORE,
avitizen of the United States, residing at Chi-

“cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-

nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Combined Envelops and
Letter-Sheets, of which the following is a de-
seription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part of this
specification, in which corresponding letters
of reference in the different figures indicate
like parts. -

.- The object of my invention is to provide a
simple form of letter-sheet which may be so
shaped  and manipulated that a portion

-thereof may form a pocket for the reception

of .the remaining part when folded' to enter
the pocket, so that the sealing of the flap
forming a part of the pocket portion, may
serve to secure the main part of the folded
sheet within said pocket so that the latter
may form an envelop therefor, whereby
unauthorized inspection may be prevented.
1 accomplish said object 1n the manner
hereinafter more particularly deseribed and
clainied.

In the drawings, Figure 1, is a face view of
a letter sheet embodying the features of my
invention, Fig. 2, is a back view thereof, Fig.
3, is a view thereof as it would appear when
the first two folds are made, Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view showing said sheet as it would
appear when next to the last stage of folding,
Fig. 5, is a face view of the envelop as it
would appear when sealed, Fig. 6, is a back
view of the sheet as it would appear- after
opening and unfolding the letter, Fig. 7, 1s a
face view of a portion of a sheet showing a
modified construction, and Fig. 8, is a view
showing the same as 1t would appear when
partially folded.,

Referring to the drawings, @ represents,
generally, a sheet of paper adapted to be
folded upon itself from opposite side edges
inwardly, substantially upon the lines b, b,
so that the edges, when so folded nay meét
substantially in a line midway between the
outer edges or, if preferred, so that one may
overlap the other. In the example shown,
said sheet is cut away at the upper edge, pref-
erably in the shape indicated, sufliciently to
form an extensiorn: or flap ¢ which is provided
with the usual adhesive material upon its
surface for sealing, said sealing portion ex-
tending between the lines b b, of the longitu-
dinal .nlds. The edge upon which the flap is

formed is, by preference, intended as the top
of the sheet for writing purposes and when
the letter is written, as indicated i Fig. 1,
and the longitudinal folds made therein, it
would present the appearance shown in Fig.
3. The partially folded sheet is then intend-
ed to be folded transversely upon the lines d,
e and f,; respectively, in the manner indicated
in Fig. 4. It will thus be'seen that the por-
tion above the line f forms a pocket for the
reception of the folded part extending below
the line ¢, and when said part is inserted
therein, said pocket, which constitutes the
novel feature of my invention, becomesin ef-
fect an envelop, presenting the appearance
shown in Fig. 5. ~ When the flap ¢ is sealed,
the letter is protected against unauthorized
manipulation or inspection and can only be
opened by, tearing oft the flap or by severing
some part of the folded sheet. |

In opening the letter, I prefer to cut the
same upon the line f; in-which case the back
of the sheet, when unfolded, would present
the appearance shown in Fig. 6, with the
severe(F flap ¢ adhering thereto.

As stated, the pocket formed from one part
of the sheet for the reception of the folded
portion of another part, constitutes the
prominentfeature of novelty of myinvention.
It would be obvious to those skilled in the
art that the width of said pocket should be
such as to permit the folded portion to freely
enter it. The allowance necessary for this
purpose, however, need be but very little
and in practice is so slight as to be incapable
of illustration upon the drawings without
undue exaggeration. I prefer to indicate the
location of the longitudinal and transverse
folding lines respectively by means of water
or other distinctive marks or ruling in order
to insure the proper degree of accuracy in the
felds; the lines l})) b being upon the face and
the lines d, e and fupon the back of the sheet.
It is obvious that they need not be shown
entirely across, but only at, or a short dis-
tance from the edges. The letter may be
addressed either before it is folded, as shown
in Fig. 2, or after it is folded and sealed.

In Figs. 7 and 8, I have shown a modifica-
tion of said invention in which the sealing
flap g is placed upon the side edge of the sheet
and the two first folds made upon the lines
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h, i, which are placed far enough from said.

top and bottom edges to permit one to over-
lap the other upon the dotted line j. In said
overlapping portion, I cause perforations k
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to be made so as to form a flap  of small area
having adhesive material thereon to enable
said flap to be pasted upon the edge or part

‘which it overlaps as shown in Fig. 8. This

featuré forms an extra security against tam-

gering with the letter and may be found
esirable where inclosures are to accompany

the letter. . .

" My improved device possesses the advan-

tage that it may not only be made at less

than the cost of an ordinary envelop and
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letter sheet, but after having passed through
the mail, would retain the postmark which
would often prove a feature of vital impor-
tance as g matter of evidence. _ A
Inasmuch as the pocket will serve to keep
the folded portion in place unless a special
attempt is made to open the same, it is
obvious that for circular purposes there need
be no adhesive material upon the flap c.
Having thus described my invention, I
claim:— | o _ , .
1. A combined envelop and letter-sheet
primarily, folded inwardly from opposite
edges in substantially parallel folds, then
folded transversely®to form a series of not
less than three folded sections, the section at
one end of the sheet, as primarily folded,
forming a pocket into which is inserted the
section at the opposite end.

2. A combined envelop and letter sheet

primarily - folded inwardly from opposite

edges in substantially parallel folds, then
folded transversely to form a series of not
less than three folded sections, the section at

one end of the sheet, as primarily folded,

forming a Eocket for the reception of the
section at the opposite end, and means upon
one wall of the inclosing section for .gdhe-
sively securing the same to a wall of the in-
closed section. - - .
3. A combined envelop and letter sheet
primarily folded inwardly from epposite
edges in substantially parallel folds; the
portion between said folds at one end being
rovided with adhesive material thereon to
orm a sealing flap, then folded transversely
to form a series of not less than three folded
sections, the section provided with said Qp
forming a Ppocket, o? which said flap con-
stitutes a part, for the reception of the sec-
tion at the opposite end; whereby the outer
wall of said latter section may be adhesively
secured to said flap. b T
4. A combined envelop and letter-sheet
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ha,ving a preliminsirjsealing flap upon one
edge and a final sealing flap arranied, when
folded upon itself, to form a poc

et to re- .

ceiwe a section of the folded sheet to one wall

of which pocket said flap may be adhesively
secured. .

5. A combined envelop and letter-sheet
having a preliminary sealing flap upon one
edge thereof for attaching opposite edges of
the sheet to each-other by folding the sheet
inwardly in parallel folds, and a final sealing
flap upon an -adjacent edge provided with’
adhesive. material upon its inner face be-
tween the lines of said fold which folds are
extended to include said flap to form a pocket
for the reception of a section of a subsequent
fold to one wall of which pocket said flap may
be sealed.

6. A combined envelop and letter-she:t
having & preliminary sealing flap upon one
edge and a final sealing flap upon an edge of
said sheet at right angles to said preliminary
sealing flap, the latter being folded inwardly
upon itself to form inner and outer walls for
inclosing a section of the folded sheet. .~

7. A combined envelop and letter-sheet
having a preliminary sealing flap along one
edge to permit the opposite edge to overlap
and be ‘secured upon a line substantially

.midway between the edges of the sheet, and

a final sealing flap formed upon an edge at

- right angles to said overlapping edges, said

overlapping edges being arranged to include
a part of the final sealing lap to form one
wall of a pocket for the reception of a.section
of the folded letter. »

8. A sheet of the class described, arranged
to be folded primarily from opposiie edges
inwardly, a flap for securing tﬁe ‘nwardly
folded edges together, said flap having a line

" of perforations along its length, anc. a sealing

flap upon an adjacent edge, said s:aling At
having inner and outer walls, one of which is’
provided upon its inner face with adhesive
material for attaching it to a se:tion of the
folded letter when projected Letween said
walls.

In testimony whereof, 1 ha‘e signed this
specification in the presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses, this 31st day of August;

1907. : o

o WILLIAM A. PRIDMORE.
Witnesses:

D. H. FrLeTCHER,
Carrie E. JorpaN
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