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The present invention is directed to cabinets, more par 
ticularly to a structure which has flexibility in the number 
and arrangements of units constituting the cabinet struc 
ture. 

Structures of this type have previously been used, as 
for example, in one such device there was provided a 
series of rectangular frames into which drawers could 
be inserted. The top of one frame had raised edges on 
three sides, with a horizontal projection on the fourth 
side. The lower edge of the Superposed frame had a 
tongue adapted to fit into the projection and the rest of 
the frame fitted into the raised edges of the first frame 
to be held in place therein. In another structure for a 
similar purpose, there was also provided a recessed por 
tion on one of the frames and a corresponding extend 
ing portion on the other frame in order that a plurality 
of such frames might be superposed and interlocked. 

Structures of this type had a number of disadvantages 
in that there was a fixed frame which merely allowed 
vertical stacking of the units. The assembly lacked flexi 
bility in that side by side. elements could not be attached 
to each other. Also, these devices were so constructed 
that only a drawer of a predetermined size could be in 
serted in the frame. 
The present invention is intended and adapted to over 

come the difficulties and disadvantages inherent in prior 
structures of the type described, it being among the 
objects of the present invention to provide a cabinet 
structure, which is comprised of a plurality of slidable 
frames whereby a variety of transverse and vertical com 
binations may be made. s 

It is also among the objects of the present invention 
to provide a frame of such construction that drawers 
of different sizes and shapes may be introduced therein 
and fitted in place for convenient use. 

It is further among the objects of the present invention 
to provide a simple construction wherein the parts are 
readily formed and which may be easily assembled with 
a minimum of operations and without the necessity of 
highly skilled labor. - 

In practicing the present invention, there is provided 
as a basis a frame having horizontally placed, flat top 
and bottom members, defining a space therebetween which 
is open at the front and the rear. Tongues or the like are 
provided at the ends thereof, said tongues being over 
apped and joined together to complete the frame. The 
front and rear edges of the bottom member are turned 
inwardly to form a pair of channels which are open at 
their ends. The front and rear edges of the top mem 
ber are turned downwardly to form a thickened edge. 
The thickness thereof is approximately equal to the height 
of the channels so that they may be accommodated there 
in frictionally and held in position. Such units may be 
assembled by end-wise engaging said thickened edges 
in said channels and sliding the frames relative to each 
other in a lateral direction. 

In the accompanying drawing constituting a part here 

2. 
of and in which like reference characters indicate like 
parts, 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of an assembly of 
units constituting the present invention and illustrating 

5 one of many types of assemblies possible therewith; 
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Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of the units, with the 
drawers removed; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one of the drawers; 
Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 4-4 

of Fig. 2 and showing one of the drawers in position, and 
Fig. 5 is a transverse cross-sectional view taken along 

5-5 of Fig. 1. 
Top member 1 is here shown as a flat plate spaced a 

predetermined distance above bottom member 2, which 
is similarly a flat plate parallel to top plate 1. Tongues 
3 and 4 integral with plate 2 extend upwardly. Front 
and rear edges 5 and 6 of plate 2 are bent downwardly and 
inwardly, as shown at 7 and 8, respectively, forming 
channels 9 and 10, respectively, of a predetermined height. 
From the ends of top 11 of plate 1, there are bent 

downwardly extending tongues 12 and 13 which overlap 
tongues 3 and 4, respectively, and are joined thereto, pref 
erably by welding. Front and rear edges 14 and 15 are 
bent downwardly and inwardly to form, thickened edges. 
The thickness thereof is approximately equal to the 
height of channels 9 and 10. This provides a space 16 
between members 1 and 2 in which drawers 7 may be 
inserted. 

Said drawers are preferably molded as units from trans 
parent plastic material. The front 18 of each drawer 
is provided with a handle 19 integrally formed of plastic 

At the rear is an upstanding stop member 20 
which is intended to limit the rearward movement of 
the drawer in the frame. Stop 20 is adapted to abut the 
inner edge of thickened portion 15 of plate 1. The width 
of drawer 17 is less than the width of space 16 so that a 
plurality of Such drawers may be inserted in a single 
frame. If desired, drawers of various widths may be in 
serted in space 16. Upon this basic unit there is super 
posed one or more additional units designated as 1'. Low 
er edges 22 and 23 of unit 1' having in-turned portions 
24 and 25, respectively, form channels similar to chan 
nels 9 and 10 so that unit 1 may be slipped endwise over 
the thickened edges 14 and 15, to be held frictionally in 
position. Said units 1' have bottom members 21 hav 
ing upwardly extending tongues 26 and top members. 27 
having downwardly extending tongues 23 at their ends. 
Said tongues are united together by welding or other 
means. Top members 27 have thickened edges 29 and 
30 adapted to receive the next superposed frame unit. 
As shown in Fig. 1, two sets of such units in super 

posed position are locked together and in spaced apart po 
sition. Then an additional unit 1' is slipped over adja 
cent units 1', locking all of the frames in position, leav 
ing a space 31. Various articles, as for instance, jars 32 
may be placed therein providing a convenient storage 
space. . 
Although the invention has been described setting forth 

a single specific embodiment thereof, various changes in 
the details of construction may be made within the spirit 
of the invention. For instance, plates 1 and 2 need not 
be completely solid but cut-out portions may appear 
therein. The tongues at the ends of said plates may ex 
tend across most of the depth of the frame, leaving suffi. 
cient space for the thickened edges to engage with the 
channels. The various elements of plates 1 and 2 are 
preferably made from single pieces of sheet metal but 
they may be formed of a number of parts attached to 
each other. If desired, separators may be introduced into 
space 16 to prevent lateral movement of the drawers. 
Also, depressions 33 may be formed in top 11 and corre 
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sponding bosses 34 in bottom 2, cooperating to interlock 
Superposed frames. 

These and other changes in details may be made with 
out departing from the principles herein set forth and the 
invention is, therefore, to be broadly construed and not to 
be limited except by the character of the claims appended 
hereto. 

I claim: 
1. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 

a frame having substantially flat parallel top and bottom 
members joined together at their ends, said top and bot 
torn members being spaced apart and open at their sides, 
depending front and rear edges on said bottom member, 
said edges being in-turned at the lower portion thereof 
and constituting transverse channels open at their ends, 
down-turned front and rear edges on said top member 
constituting thickened transverse edges, the thickness of 
said thickened edges being approximately equal to the 
height of said channels. 

2. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 
a frame having substantially flat parallel top and bottom 
members joined together at their ends, depending front 
and rear edges on said bottom member, said edges being 
in-turned at the lower portion thereof and constituting 
transverse channels open at their ends, down-turned front 
and rear edges on said top member constituting thick 
ened transverse edges, the thickness of said thickened 
edges being approximately equal to the height of said 
channels, a plurality of drawers adapted to slidably fit 
into the space between said top and bottom members, 
upwardly extending stops at the rear of said drawers 
adapted to engage the inner face of said rear thickened 
edge of said upper member. 

O 

5 

20 

30 

3. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 
a frame having Substantially flat parallel top and bottom 
members joined together at their ends, depending front 
and rear edges on said bottom member, said edges being 
in-turned at the lower portion thereof and constituting 
transverse channels open at their ends, down-turned front 
and rear edges on said top member constituting thickened 
transverse edges, the thickness of said thickened edges 
being approximately equal to the height of said channels, 
at least one other frame of the same construction as said 
first frame and superposed thereon, the channels of said 
other frame frictionally engaged over the thickened edges 
of said first frame. 

4. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 
a frame having substantially flat parallel top and bottom 
members joined together at their ends, depending front 
and rear edges on said bottom member, said edges being 
in-turned at the lower portion thereof and constituting 
transverse channels open at their ends, down-turned front 
and rear edges on said top member constituting thickened 
transverse edges, the thickness of said thickened edges 
being approximately equal to the height of said channels, 
a second frame of the same construction as said first 
frame and superposed thereon, the channels of said sec 
ond frame frictionally engaged over the thickened edges 
of said first frame, a plurality of drawers adapted to 
slidably fit into the space between said top and bottom 
members, upwardly extending stops at the rear of said 
drawers adapted to engage the inner face of said rear 
thickened edge of said upper member. 

5. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 
a frame having substantially flat parallel top and bottom 
members joined together at their ends, depending front 
and rear edges on said bottom member, said edges being 
in-turned at the lower portion thereof and constituting 
transverse channels open at their ends, down-turned front 
and rear edges on said top member constituting thickened 
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4 
transverse edges, the thickness of said thickened edges 
being approximately equal to the height of said channels, 
said joining means for said members including upwardly 
extending tongues on said bottom member and down 
wardly extending tongues on said top member, said 
tongues overlapping and in contact. 

6. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 
a frame having substantially flat parallel top and botton 
members joined together at their ends, depending front 
and rear edges on said bottom member, said edges being 
in-turned at the lower portion thereof and constituting 
transverse channels open at their ends, down-turned front 
and rear edges on said top member constituting thickened 
transverse edges, the thickness of said thickened edges 
being approximately equal to the height of said channels, 
said joining means for said members including upwardly 
extending tongues on said bottom member and down 
wardly extending tongues on said top member, said 
tongues overlapping and in contact and being welded to 
gether. 

7. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 
a frame having substantially flat parallel top and bottom 
members joined together at their ends, said top and bot 
tom members being spaced apart and open at their sides, 
depending front and rear edges on said bottom member, 
said edges being in-turned at the lower portion thereof 
and constituting transverse channels open at their ends, 
down-turned front and rear edges on said top member 
constituting thickened transverse edges, the thickness of 
said thickened edges being approximately equal to the 
height of said channels, said top and bottom members 
being solid plates. 

8. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 
a frame having substantially flat parallel top and bottom 
members joined together at their ends, depending front 
and rear edges on said bottom member, said edges being 
in-turned at the lower portion thereof and constituting 
transverse channels open at their ends, down-turned front 
and rear edges on said top member constituting thickened 
transverse edges, the thickness of said thickened edges 
being approximately equal to the height of said channels, 
said frame being wider than its depth and a plurality of 
drawers side-by-side in said frame. 

9. A cabinet structure for storing articles comprising 
a frame having substantially flat parallel top and bottom 
members joined together at their ends, depending front 
and rear edges on said bottom member, said edges being 
in-turned at the lower portion thereof and constituting 
transverse channels open at their ends, down-turned front 
and rear edges on said top member constituting thickened 
transverse edges, the thickness of said thickened edges 
being approximately equal to the height of said channels, 
a second frame of the same construction as said first 
frame and superposed thereon, the channels of said sec 
ond frame frictionally engaged over the thickened edges 
of said first frame, and cooperating means on said top 
and bottom adapted to interlock Superposed frames. 
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