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This invention relates to illuminating: fixtures 
and, in particular, to a fixture utilizing one or 
more fluorescent tubes as a light source. Fluo 
rescent tubes have met with wide acceptance for 
interior illumination in recent years. Because 
of the relatively great length of tube required 
for a high output of light, however, the fixtures 
which have been provided for lighting by fluores 
cent tubes have been ungainly in appearance and 
quite lacking in the “eye appeal' characteristic of 
many designs of fixtures for incandescent lamps. 
I have invented a novel form of fixture particu 
larly suited for fluorescent tubes, utilizing tubes 
in circular form, thereby providing a compact 
and attractive fixture which, at the same time, 
is characterized by high output and good dis 
tribution of light. 
In a preferred embodiment, my invention com 

prises a hanger or other suitable support and an 
assembly of coaxial baffles of progressively in 
Creasing size, supported thereon. Between each 
pair of baffles, which are preferably cylindrical, I 
dispose an annular or circular fluorescent tube. 
The baffles serve to prevent glare resulting from 
direct rays and also tend to redirect and diffuse 
the light from the tubes. The baffles are open at 
the top and bottom, thus providing both direct 
and indirect illumination. 

Further novel features and advantages of the 
invention will be pointed out in the following de 
tailed description which refers to the accompany 
ing drawing illustrating the preferred embodi 
ment. In the drawing, 

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view; and 
Figure 2 is a view partly in section along the 

plane of line II-II of Figure 1 and partly inside 
elevation. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, the fixture 
of my invention indicated generally at O is 
adapted to be suspended from the ceiling by 
means of a tubular hanger , for example, pro 
Vided with the usual canopy 2. A flanged disc 
3 is secured on the lower end of the hanger by 
nuts 4 and has radial arms 5 in the form of 
metal straps extending outwardly and upwardly 
therefron. A ring 6 is secured to the upper and 
Outer ends of the straps. 
A plurality of nesting coaxial baffles 7, 8, 19 

and 20 are supported on the disc 3, ring 6 and 
arms 5. The baffle f7 is secured to the flange 
of the disc 3. The baffle 20 is secured to the 
fange of the ring f S. The baffles 8 and 9 are 
secured to fingers 2 depending from the straps 
or arms 5. The baffles are preferably cylindrical 
and are stepped downwardly from the outermost 
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to the innermost, as shown in the drawing. In 
other words, the baffles are spaced axially as well 
as radially although they overlap to some extent 
axially. The baffles may be of any suitable mate 
rial and may be opaque or translucent. They 
may be of metal, glass or plastic by way of ex 
ample, The mode of attaching the baffles to their 
supports will depend on the material of which 
they are composed. 

Circular or annular fluorescent tubes 22, 23 and 
24 are disposed between each pair of adjacent 
baffles near the upper edges thereof. Each tube 
has diametrically opposite terminals 25 from 
which conductors extend for connecting the 
lamps in the known manner. The tubes are Sup 
ported by Spring fingers 26 depending from the 
arms 5. The fingers 26 Supporting the tubes 22 
and 23 may conveniently be formed integral with 
the fingers 2 and secured to the straps 5 as by 
spot welding. 
The baffles 7, 8, etc., are open at the top and 

bottom so that the light emitted from the tubes 
22, 23 and 24 illuminates the ceiling above the 
fixture as well as the floor space therebelow. On 
the right-hand half of Figure 2, chain lines 27 
indicate the 'cut-off' cones. From points be 
yond the outermost cone, the tubes themselves 
are not visible. The location of the tubes near 
the upper edges of the baffles keeps the size of 
the outermost cone within proper limits. At the 
same time, the tubes strongly illuminate the 
space immediately below the fixture in the region 
in which it is very unlikely that a person would 
have occasion to raise his eyes to an angle Such 
as to bring the tubes into his range of vision. 
The light delivered upwardly from the tubes, of 
course, falls on the ceiling and furnishes indirect 
illumination. Chain lines 28 on the left-hand 
side of Figure 2 illustrate the redirection of both 
upward and downward rays from the tubes by the 
Surfaces of the baffles. It is evident from the 
drawing which, of course, shows only a few of the 
multiude, of rays, that the fixture provides ex 
cellent distribution of light both above and be 
IOWit. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing that the 
invention provides an attractive fixture provided 
with a sufficient total length of fluorescent tubes 
to produce a rather high Output of light in a 
small space. The fixture is quite simple in con 
struction and can therefore be manufactured at 
relatively low cost. There is practically no place 
for dirt to collect but such cleaning as may be 
necessary can easily be effected on removing the 
tubes. This is a simple operation since they are 
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Supported solely by a plurality of spring fingers. 
The reflecting Surfaces, i. e., the interior and 
exterior of the baffles, are all vertical and thus 
not likely to accumulate dirt. The stepped rela 
tion of the baffles further improves the appear 
ance of the fixture since it provides a series of 
cylinders having partly exposed illuminated sur 
faces. This avoids the unilluminated condition 
of the exterior characteristic of most indirect 
fixtures. 
Although I have illustrated and described but 

a preferred embodiment of the invention, it will 
be evident that changes may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion or the Scope of the appended claim. 

I claim: 
In an illuminating fixture, a plurality of radial 

ly Spaced cylindrical baffles, means for support 
ing the baffles in coaxial arrangement, the baffles 
being stepped downwardly relative to each other 
from the outermost to the innermost, circular 
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4. 
luminous tubes between adjacent cylinders, said 
tubes being Spaced along the common axis of the 
baffles, suspending means extending through the 
baffles and secured to the innermost baffle, and 
arms extending radially therefrom supporting 
the remaining baffles and said tubes. 
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