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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK P. DUNN, OF ANDERSON, INDIANA, ASSIGNOR, BY MESNE ASSIGNMENTS, OF
ONE-THIRD TO ALFRED. L. REED, OF ANDERSON, INDIANA

- STAMP-VENDING MACHINE,

1,158,905,

To all whom it may concerns :

Be it known that I; Franx P. DoNy, a

citizen of the United States, residing at

Anderson, in ‘the:county of Madison and
State of Indiana, have invented a new and
useful -Stamp-Vending Machine, of which

the following is a specification.

The object of niy 1nvention is to. produce
a neat and efficient. mechanism for the auto-
matic vending of postage stamps, the ap-
paratus being such -that it can be readily
placed upon a counter where it can be con-
veniently observed from time to time by the
clerk whose services are not needed in con-
nection with the machine, except for ocea-
sionally loading the same.  The arrange-
ment is:also stuch - that the stamps are bent
and, by their own- resilience, held“in place
without possibility of accidental: displace-

‘ment during operatiof, yet in’such condi- -

tion“that they can be readily withdrawn
without possibility of injury:” o
“The accompanymg drawings illustrate my
invention. L : :
Figure 1 is a side-elevation showing the
parts in the positions occupied immediately
after the insertion -oi a proper coin;. Fig:
2 a similar view showing the positions of
the parts: when' actuated after insertion of
the: coin; Fig. 8 a front: elevation with the
parts in position shown in'Fig: 1; Fig. 4 a
plan; Fig. 5 a transverse section; on a-larger
scale, just inside the casing; Fig. 6 an: axial
section; Fig: 7 a section on line 7--7 of Fig.
5; Figs. 8'and 9 details of thelock; Fig. 10
a section on line 10-=10 of Tfig. 8, and Fig,

11 a fragmentary perspective showing the

manner 61 mounting the stamps in the car-
rlel‘. V : : 3 . » . - ‘ : .‘
In the drawings, 10 indicates a suitable in-

closing casing’ formed by two mating sec-

tiohs, each having an open side closed by a
removable cover: plate: 1.7 -Tach “of these
cover plates is preferably formed in part
by an upper hinged ‘portion: 11/, connected

"~ to the main body of the plite by a horizontal

()

55

hinge 12, and the portion 11" is provided
with a sight opening 13- closed by a:glass
panel 14. . o
- "'Hinged at 15, on top of the main casing
10, is a ‘locking plate 16 provided with a

pair of -oppositely extending arms 17,17 -

each " of which is provided  with” a down-
turned  finger 18 ‘arranged to overlap the

upper edge of the adjacent door 11’ so as to

Specification of Letters Patent. . Patented Nov. 2, 1915.
o Api)lication filed Decembex 15,1910, " Serial No. 597,477... ‘

normally hold the door in place. The plate
16 is provided with suitable lock 19 adapted
to.engage the main body of the casing to
hold the plate in place. Plate 16 is pro-
vided with two coin chutes 21 and 22 which

lead into the interior of the casing 10.

‘Secured to the inside of the casing 10'is a
bracket 25 which, at its inner end; lies at
the middle of the casing and carries a stud
shaft 26 on the opposite ends of which are
independently: journaled the two stamp
carrying wheels 27 and 28. Each of these
wheels comprises a ring 29, which, upon its
outer face; carries a plurality of radial ribs

3L In the ring 29 between each pair of
1ibs 81, I form a cylindrical stamp receiv-

ing pocket 32. Each wheel 27 and 28 also
carries in lts circumference as many spaced
coln receiving pockets 33 as there are stamp

pockets 32, and each coin pocket, in the pres-

ent instance, is of such form as to receive
and retain a five-cent piece in such position
that it will project beyond the circumfer-
ence of the wheel, as clearly shown in Fig. 5.

Pivoted upon shaft 26 between the two
stamp carrying wheels, is an operating lever
35, the arm 36 of which is projected through
a suitable opening’ formed in casing 10 and
provided at its outer end with a finger piece

37 Another arm 38 of lever 35 is projected

up between the two stamp carrying wheels
and at its outer end.is provided with a pair
of ‘oppositely:projecting fingers 39, 89 which
overlie the circumferences of the two stamp
wheels and project across the planes of the
coin receiving pockets 83.  Arranged over
the fingers 39 is a guard 41, the purpose of
which  will appear.  Another arm 42 of lever
35 carries a depending locking bar 43, the

lower end of which: is slidably mounted ina

suitable guide 44 arranged between the two
stamp carrying wheels.. Locking bar 43.is
bifurcated at itslower end so as to form a
pair of fingers 45, 45 each of which is pro-
vided in its outer edge with a notch 46.
-~ Hach of the stamp wheels on its inner
face, is provided with a plurality of wedge-
shaped locking blocks 47, there being as
many blocks as there are stamp receiving
pockets. - - . ‘
~ A spring 48 having one end connected to
arnt 42 of lever 35 and the other end con-
nected to the casing 10, serves to:normally
keep the lever in the position shown in full .
lines in Fig. 5, ' :
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Each of the stamﬁ carrying wheels is
provided with one space 51, (see Fig. 5) be-

tween two of the ribs 31, Whlch has nostampk

receiving pocket

- Casing 10 is provided at each side Wlth ak
dehvex y opening 52 which is approximately]
the size.of the space between any two ribs’”:
31 and 'the tips-of these ribs 31 come close™

enough to the inner face of the. casing, ad-
jac’«en‘t, the delivery opening 52, to prevens
the insertion “of :any -implement past -a-rib
in such -gvay :as 4o improperly extraet-a
stamp from the adjacent pocketnot immedi-
ately -opposite the delivery iopening.

Arm 36 of lever 85 carries.a guard: plﬂ»tb
58 which completely guards the slot thr ough .
which the lever is proj ected,dn all of its prS-

_sible positions, and the guard plate 53 car- -

riesia-pair of overlapping portions 54 which
guard the openings “)9 .during the ‘operation

'of ithe lever 85.

‘Mounted “in the. lowel part of casmcr 10

~ beneath:the stamp carrying wwheels in. posi-

- 25

tion to receive the coins therefnom, dis:a cash .

drawer 55held in place by asuitable lock 56.
Arranged adjacent -the lower iend of the

- lock ‘bar 43 is a retainer 57 which is nor-

30

35

mally held inthe position shown in Fig. 5
by spring 58, :said retainer having-a head 5
which is 1ef1d11V acceqslble from the e*ztenot
of .the casing.

~Kach stmmp pocket 39 is-of:such size: th‘xt
from. two to four ‘or: five -stamps may be
rolled into:a small tube and inserted into the
pocket, the resilience ot the rolled stamps

. being sufficient to hold them in place against

40

45

acciderital displacement yet not interfering
with their free withdrawal...- . -

- The-operation is as follows: In order to
load the machine, the owner will -withdraw
lock 19 and swing plate 16 up so as.to.free

“the two doors 11" whereupon said.doors may

be swung .down so as to give convenient ac-
cess to both, of ‘the stamp ‘carrying wheels.
Arm 36 .of lever 35 may ‘be then thrown
down ito :an intermediate position where the

" notches 46 lie in the paths of travel of the

50

55
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locking ‘blocks 47, whereupon retainer 59
may De pushed in.below the lower -end of

“the locking bar, the spring 47 ‘being of suf-

ficient strength to holdthe locking bar down
on the -retaining pin hard.enough to prevent
spring 58 from withdrawing the pin. In
this position of parts the two stamp carry-
ing “wheels will be free for rotation 1in
either direction -and the owner will roll sue-

-cessive groups-of stamps into short tubes

and insert them into the several pockets 32
until all the pockets arve filled. Tf two-cent
stamps are to be vended, two stamps-will be
placed in each pocket with the intention of
selling them for five cents. In dispensing
one- cent stamps, four stamps will be placed
in:each pocket. When the wheels have been
properly loaded the blank space 51 of each

1,158,905

wheel will be brought opposite the adiacent.z

dehvexy opening 59 retaining pin 57 re-

itracted “so -as teo- peumt lever: 35- ‘to--assSume
lits normal ‘position; -deors 11’ closed, and

the locking plate 16 locked in place. With

79

the partsin these positions neither wheel - -
¢an be turned in either direction because the - -

locking bar lies between the wedge shaped.

blocks 47 of the wheels: Lever 35 may be

freely reciprocated but it will ‘not actuate
either of the stamp -carrying wheels; the

guards B4 will ‘pass entirely over -the deliv- "
ery openings 52 before the locking bar is -

br ouoht t0-.a po<1t1011 wvhere its notches 46

Jie -entir ely ‘oppesite -the locking blocks 0f 2°
the V\heels, -and ;at the same tlme the guard:
41 will lie betsveen the inner-endsof: the ‘coin:

e

chutes and the wheels, thus -preventing any

improper mampuhtmn of -the stamp carry-
ng wheels from the: exterior. If foo small-a
coin ds inserted in the coin- slot,.it will- drop

through sthe -coin pocket’ .33 Whlch is-im-

medmtely ‘beneath it, but if-a ‘proper- coin,

say . dive-cent piece, is dropped :in place, it

will lie-in the pocket so as to wroject a short

“distance above the circumference -of the
stamp slot -into which it has-dropped sind lie

inthe path of movement of -the correspond-
ing finger 39,50 that, when lever 35 is oper-

ated the ﬁn(fer 39 Wlll be browrht into -en-

oqgement with the inserted coin sat just-the
time when notch 46 comes -opposite the lock-
ing blecks 47 .sg that ithe wheel -will be pro-
pelled by the action of the finger 39 upon

the inserted coin. - The locking blocks are

wedge:shaped :so: thmt -while -one of these

blocks s -moved thrmwh the notch 46 the =

lower ;portion of ‘the lodkmg ‘bar may.pass

up hetween that block and the;next one; and
thus-prevent any overthrowing of the whesl
no matter how hard the lever 85 may be
thrown dewn by: the person opemtlna the
machine. -

- When -the operatlno member 8 released
the guards 54 -are turned up away from the
dehverv openings 52 and the stamps which
have -heen presented by -the forsward move-
ment of the stamp wheel may he readily:ex-
tracted. It will- be understood, of course,
that. oan ithat ‘stamp carrying wheél into
wihich o coin has been dropped -will be-moved.
by :the actuation of lever 35-and that, if two
coins be simultaneously dropped -one into
each -wheel, the twoe wheels will: be S1mul-
taneously drlven forward.

1 claim as my invention: ’

1. In a stamp vending machlne, the com-
bination with an.inclosing casing having o
delivery opening, of a stqmp carrying Wheel

- journaled in the casing and provided with

a multiplicity of cylindrical stamp pocketq
arranged -to.-traverse :the delivery opening;

an opemtmg lever, a plurality of lockmg
blocks associated. with the stamp-carrying

wheel, and a: notched lockmg bfu“ associated:

pat
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with the operating lever and. the locking

blocks forlocking the stamp-carrying wheel

against rotation -when the operating: lever
is at either end of its stroke. _
-2. In-a stamp vending machine, the com-

_ bination with an inclosing casing having a

10

15

delivery opening; of a stamp-carrying wheel
journaled in the casing; an operating lever,
a plurality of locking blocks associated with
the stamp-carrying. wheel, and a notched

“locking bar associated with the operating le-

ver and the locking blocks:for locking the
stamp-carrying wheel against rotation when

the operating-lever s at either end of its

stroke. ! S R

3. In a stamp vending machine, the com-
bination with an inclosing casing having a
delivery opening, of a stamp-carrying wheel

» journaled in the casing and provided with a

20

. 2H

30

35

multiplicity of stamp pockets arranged to
traverse the delivery opening; an operating
lever, a plurality of locking blocks associated
with the -stamp - carrying wheel,  and a
notched locking bar associated with the op-
erating lever and the locking blocks for
locking the stamp-carrying wheel against ro-
tation when the operating lever is at either
end of its stroke, said locking bar being dis-
tinct from the operating means for the
stamp-carrying wheel.

"4, In a stamp vending machine, the com-

‘bination with an inclosing casing having a~

delivery opening, of a stamp-carrying wheel
journaled in'the casing and provided with
a multiplicity of cylindrical stamp pockets

3

arranged to traverse the delivery opening,
said pockets being of proper size to receive
stamps in roll form so that they will be held
in place by their own resilience, an operat-
ing lever, a plurality of locking blocks asso-
ciated . with the stamp-carrying wheel, a
notched locking bar associated with the. op-
erating lever and the locking blocks for lock-
ing the stamp-carrying wheel against rota-
tion. when the operating lever is at either
end- of its stroke, and a guard ‘associated
with the operating lever: for: covering the

delivery opening during movement of the.
" stamp-carrying wheel.

5. In a stamp vending machine, the com-
bination with an inclosing casing having a
delivery opening, of a stamp-carrying wheel
journaled in the casing, an operating lever,
a plurality of locking blocks associated with
the stamp-carrying wheel, a notched locking

“bar associated with the operating lever and

the locking blocks for locking the stamp-
carrying wheel against rotation when the
operating lever is at either end of its stroke,
and a guard associdted with -the operating
lever for covering the delivery opening dur-
ing movement of the stamp-carrying wheel.

In witness whereof, I, have hereunto set
my hand and seal at Anderson, Indiana, this
twelfth day of December, A: D. one thou-

- sand nine hundred and ten.

~FRANK P. DUNN. [r.s.]
‘Witnesses:
Emory - W. Crirrorp,
Eprra M. Winriamsox.

Copies of this patent may “be obtaihed. for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
i i Washington,D. C.”
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