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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES SAMPSON, of 

San Francisco city and county, State of Cali 
fornia, have invented a Fair-Leader; and I 
do hereby declare the following description 
and accompanyiug drawings are sufficient to 
enable any person skilled in the art or science 
to which it. most nearly appertains to make 
and use my said invention without further in 
vention or experiment. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in that class of devices known as “fair 
leaders,” for running rigging on vessels; and 
it consists in so constructing the leader that 
while I retain a block containing a number of 
leading holes or openings, through which ropes 
from different parts of the rigging may be led 
to the proper points, I am still enabled to re 
duce it materially in size and secure it to a 
shroud or other rope without its being in any 
Way clumsy. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
for a more complete explanation of my inven 
tion, Figure l is a perspective view of my 
fair-leader, showing its attachment to the rig 
glling. 
A is the body of my leader, which is made 

of metal and pierced with holes B B, to receive 
the running ropes and lead them to their des 
tination. By constructing it of metal I am 
enabled to make the sides much thinner and 
lighter, curving inward between the openings, 
so that it will not occupy much space, and will 
not be liable to interfere with or catch the 
rigging. The portion C, which fits against the 
shroud D, is made in the form of a partial 
sleeve, and is united by a neck with the body 
A. The sleeve C is quite short, and a hole or 
slot, e, is made through...the neck, between the 
parts A and C, for the purpose of receiving 
the marlin or wire which serves to secure the 
leader to the shroud. 
By this construction I am enabled to secure 

my fair-leader more firmly to its place, and 
with very little danger of chafing or wearing 
the lashings free. 
I am aware that a curved plate similar to 

the sleeve C has been constructed and pro 
vided with a pair of lugs, between which a 
pulley turns. The ends of this plate were so 
extended that a lashing was put about each 
end to hold it in place; but it will be manifest 
that this device could only be used for special 
purposes, and that the material forming the 
lashing would be subject to chafing and wear 
to a much greater extent than in my device. 
As my leader must carry two, three, or more 

ropes, which come to it from different and va 
rying angles, the holes B must be smooth and 
round, and, by constructing it of metal, with 
thin sides, it is made much smaller, lighter, 
and more graceful, with less liability to foul 
the running rigging. 
My fair-leader is especially designed for 

handling the sails of vessels; and I am ena 
bled, by my method of securing it, to do away 
with the old circular leader, with lashings 
around the outside, which it was almost im 
possible to retain in place. 
Having thus described my invention, I do 

not claim, broadly, a sleeve or curved plate 
secured to a shroud by lanyards at each end, 
nor the combination of such a plate with a 
pulley and supporting ears or lugs; but 
What I do claim as new, and desire to se 

cure by Letters Patent, is 
A fair-leader consisting of the metallic block 

A curved as shown, and pierced with open 
ings B B B, and provided with the sleeve or 
plate C, perforated or slotted at e, to receive 
the lashing which secures it to the shroud D, 
substantially as herein described. 

JAMES SAMPSON. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. H. STRONG, 
C. M. RICELARDSON, 

  

  

  


