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(57) Abstract:  Provided isadrive assistance device that
assists the driving of a vemcle using an automated driv -
ing function. According to the present invention, vari-
ous conaitions of a driver are envisioned, and a plurality

of notification timings are set at which the driver is noti -
fied about switching from an automated driving mode to
a manual driving mode, uiving a drowsy driver a noti -
fication at a notification timing with a sufnciently long
lead time should allow the driver enough time to pre-
pare for switching to manual driving, thereby enabling

the driver to make a safe transition to driving  action.
Meanwhile, a notification given at a notification  timing

with a shorter lead time would suffice for a driver who
is operating a smartphone or reading since it is expected
that such a driver will be able to transition to driving ac-
tion immediately after the notification, thereby being
able to reduce the driver's inconvenience.
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