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[57] ABSTRACT

An azalea plant having variegated leaves and deep red
blossoms.

1 Drawing Sheet

The present invention is a new and distinct evergreen
azalea which has a deep red bloom and variegated fo-
liage. The new azalea is the issue of an asexually propa-
gated bud sport taken from the parent azalea plant Sun-
glow.

The sport was discovered by the inventor in a culti-
vated block of Sunglow azaleas at Lowe Nursery, Inc.
in Elon College, N.C. in approximately July, 1985.

After discovery of the sport, soft wood cuttings were
taken and the new variety was propagated, with result-
ing consistency in asexual reproduction. The rooted
cuttings formed parent stock and the variety has been
asexually reproduced through approximately four gen-
eration at the time of filing. One hundred percent roota-
bility and consistently variegated foliage has been dem-
onstrated.

Hardiness was tested in zones five and six; (Zones of
Hardiness U.S.D.A. Map) and it is believed that the
new variety is hardy at temperatures to —5° F. (5 de-
grees below 0 Fahrenheit). Under properly maintained
conditions, it is believed the new azalea will demon-
strate minimal damage during the winter season.

The proposed variety name for the new azalea plant
is Red Lustre. :

The accompanying pictorial illustration is a mass of
blooms and variegated foliage in natural color, repro-
duced according to state-of-the-art technological pro-
cesses to achieve maximum accuracy of color reproduc-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT

The color references shown in parentheses in the
following detailed description are to The Royal Horti-
cultural Society Colour Chart, Revised Edition, 1986.

20

25

30

35

45

2

Foliage: The leaves are, at maturity, one inch to two
inches in length and approximately one-half inch to
one inch in width. The shape is lanceolate to oblan-
ceolate with an acuminate tip. Color ranges from a
medium green (138B) in the spring to a deeper, lus-
trous green (1384) in the summer, with a cool white
(155A) margin of approximately one-sixteenth inch to
one-fourth inch substantially surrounding each leaf.
The mature branches are brown (200D) and new leaf
stems are a yellow-green (151A).

Flowers: The flowers are quite large, having a mature
width of three inches to three and one-half inches,
with a length of two and one-fourth inches to two and
one-half inches. Flowers are borne in clusters of
three, with the clusters measuring approximately six
inches in width. The flowers have four petals, with
smooth edges, and a substantively elliptic to ovate
shape. There are four stamens, curved, and approxi-
mately one inch to one-fourth inch long. The pistil is
approximately two inches long and curved.

Flower color is a deep purple red (60B) with darker
red shading (60A). The stamens are deep reddish pink
(60D). The pistil is deep reddish pink (60D) with a
darker red (60A) stigma. The closed bud is dark red
(60A).

Growth habit is upright to broad, of medium size,
very floriferous.

What is claimed is:

1. A new and distinct variegated, evergreen azalea
plant substantially as herein shown and described; char-
acterized by a unique purple-red bloom and lustrous

green foliage with white margins.
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