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3 Claims.

This invention is direclted to an improvement
in body belts, and particularly to a belt con-
structed for limited automatic compensaticn in
length under strains and stresses incident to its
ordinary use. ’

Belts providing for lmited automatic length
compensation have been heretofore provided, but
such as previously designed present chjectionable
features of utilizing metallic springs cr other
metal parts so arranged as to permit objection-
able wear of the belf or garments in continued
use. One such prior construction uses metallic
springs for permitting pressure movement of the
kel buckle alone, and thus when the buckle is
in normal position, or when the belt is being ap-
plied, only a materially limited portion of the
buckle is exposed for the entry of the tongue
portion of the belt, and this is objectionable.
Furthermore, the described ccnstruction does not
permit a lateral flexibility of the buckle relative
to the belt, which is desirable in inserting the
tongus end of the belt in the buckle.

The primary object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a belt having a limifed autematic com-
pensation as to length and a limited lateral flex-
ibility of the buckle, with the compensating
means ¢f non-metallic structure to avoid wear,
and the givision of the belt providing for the
compensating movement entirely concealed in all
conditions of the belt.

The invention is illusirated in the accompany-
ing drawing, in which

Bigure 1 is a brcoken view of the buckle and
of a belt provided with the invention, showing
its appearance in all conditions of use.

Figure 2 is a section on line 2—2 of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is 2 hottom plan cof the buckle end
of the belt with the lower covering of the ex-
tensible element removed,

Figure 4 is a bottom plan of the buckle end
of the bell in the normal relation of the parts.

The belt {, which is otherwise of any size or
meaterial, i3 formed at the buckle end with a re-
turn lap 2, to form with the overlying section
of the belt 2 belt connector loop 3 to receive the
compensating element. The terminal loop end
3 formed by this return lap is materially reduced
in width transverse the belt, by appropriately
cutting away the material, i

The buckle 4, of any desired or appropriate
form, is held for usual free movement in a dou-
ble thickness of belt material 5§, hereinafter
termed the buckle section loocped at one end § to
loosely receive the cross bar of the buckle 4 and
also looped at the opposite end, as at 7, to pro-
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vide a connector loop corresponding in all es-
sential respects to the loop 3.

The loops 3 and T embkrace the cross bars 8

and 9 respectively of a rectangular metallic con-
nector {8, ang thus the buckle 4 is connected to
the ramaining length of the belt. The loop 3 is
the terminal of the belt proper and return lap,
and a sivip of rubber [{, of sufficient strength
is looped over the cross bar 8 of the connector,
and the ends secured to a tie strip 12 of flexible
material, which is in turn secured, preferably by
stitches 13, to the inner surface of the return
lap 2.
The return lap 2 is then stitched at 14 along
s longitudinal edges and across its end edge to
1e bzl proper. A housing is thus formed for
the rublrer strip {1 and one end of the connector
prevent displacement and prevent wear of
jacent surfaces.

As the belt is put under longitudinal strain,
the rubbsr strip (! will yield and through the
connector (@ permit independent longitudinal
and relative movement of the buckle. The nor-
mal relations of the parts is restored on release
of the strain. )

It is highly desirable that the belt when in
use should present the ordinary appearance of
the usual belt. To secure this desirable result,
while maintaining the compensating function, a
more or less conventional lcop 15 is provided to
raceive the tongue end of the belt after buckling
of the belt. This tongue loop I5 is slidably ar-
ranged cn the main length of the belt and is
connected by a narrow strip {6 to the buckle
lIoop 5 of belt material. The strip 18 so holds
the tongue locp !5 that the latter fully covers
the junction betwesen the belt sections and con-
ceals this division both when in normal relation
or in fuliy-extended relation. As the strip 16 is
cennected to and moves withh the buckle section
of the belt, the division line between the belt
secticns, and also the metallic connector {0 are
completely concealed at all times,

Thus the belt when in use, either in normal
condition or extended under strain, presents the
usual normal oie-piece belt appearance, which
is a very desirable characteristic from the stand-
point of the wearer. There are no metallic parts
capable of causing any wear on the garments of
the user, and the elastic strip 1{ may be easily
and cheaply replaced when ifs efficiency is im-
paired.

t will be noted that the main length of the
belt, hereinafter termed the belt section, com-
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pletely covers and protects one énd of the con-
nector i0 and the elastic strip, and that the
length connected to the buckle, hereinafter
termed the buckle section, permits free and full
exposure of the buckle at all times for convenient
introduction of the tongue of the belt. Further-
more, by reason of the cross bars of the con-
nector 10, and the relatively narrow loops 3 and
1, the belt section and buckle sections are per-
mitted a limited lateral play independent of or
during extension, to accommodate the belt to
different positions of the wearer.

What is claimed as new is:

1. A body belt having a belt section and a
buckle section, a connector for the sections, re-
silient means for joining the connector to one
section, and a loop to receive the tongue end of
the belt, said loop overlying and at all times con-
cealing the connector and junction between the
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belt and buckle séctions, the Ioop being con-
nected to the buckle section.

2. A body belt inecluding a belt section and a
buckle section, both sections terminating in loops,
a, connector engaging both said loops, a rubber
strip engaging the connector and secured to the
belt section, a portion of the belt section under-
lying the strip.

3. A body belt including a belt section having
a return lap at one end to form a connector
loop, a buckle section having a buckle engaging
loop at one end and a connector loop at the op-
posite end, a metallic connector engaging said
connector loops, and a rubber strip looped over
one end of the connector and secured to the
return lap of the belt section, the return lap
being stitched to the belt section to house the
connector end and rubber strip.
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