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To all thom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs WYCKEART, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Stockton, in the county of San Joaquin, 
State of California, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Chicken 
Feeders; and I do declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the characters of ref 
erence marked thereon, which form a part of this application. 
This invention relates to an improved 

means for feeding chickens, the object of the 
improved invention being to produce a 
feeder for the chickens which will be both 
sanitary and economical and which at the 
same time will make it necessary for the 
chicken to perform a reasonable amount of 
exercise in the obtaining of its food. 
A further object of the invention is to 

produce a simple and inexpensive device and 
yet one which will be exceedingly effective 
for the purposes for which it is designed. 
These objects I accomplish by means of 

such structure and relative arrangement of 
the parts as will fully appear by a perusal 
of the following specification and claims. 
In the drawings similar characters of ref 

erence indicate corresponding parts in the 
several views. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the com 
plete device. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of 
the same. Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view in 
section of the feed delivery hopper and de 
livering means. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
characters of reference on the drawings, the 
numeral 1 designates the platform having 
holes 2 by means of which the same can be 
secured in any suitable flooring such as con 
crete, wood or other desired material. This 
platform 1 may be made of any suitable 
metal or other material and is provided with 
a central receptacle 3 having a plurality of 
vertical crossbars 4 forming slots 5 into 
which may be placed feed of any desired 
kind. In getting this feed it is necessary 
that the chickens scratch between the said 
bars 4 which gets them in the habit of 
scratching for their food. 
On the platform 1 is a receptacle 6 into 

which I project a hopper 7 arranged to con 
tain the feed, which hopper discharges 
into a delivery chute 8 terminating in a feed 
receptacle 9 below and outside of the recep 

tacle 6, on each side of which receptacle 9, 
is a barred receptacle 10 which may contain 
feed or Water as a bait for attracting the at 
tention of the chicken to the feeder. 
Arranged within the delivery chute 8 is 

the delivery wheel which comprises a shaft 
11 mounted on which, is quite a large sized 
hub 12 provided with radial delivery vanes 
13. Secured in the chute 8 in advance of 
the plane of operation of the vanes 13 is 
an obstacle 14 which prevents any overflow 
of the feed through the chute 8 into the re 
ceptacle 9. At each end of the hub 12 is a 
projecting flange 15 between which flanges 
the Vanes 13 extend, such flanges 15 form 
ing a guide to prevent any of the feed in the 
chute 8 from passing down the chute except 
through these flanges 15. 
The numeral 16 designates an agitating 

finger member which is provided with a 
spring 17 which normally holds it against 
the vanes 13 so that with the revolution of 
the hub 12 the vanes 13 will keep acting 
against the finger member 16 to cause it to 
agitate the feed in the chute 8 to prevent it 
from becoming clogged. On the outer end 
of the shaft 11 is a pulley 18 connected by a 
belt 19 of any suitable design, with an 
other pulley 19 on a shaft 20 projecting 
across the under side of the platform 1 in 
advance of the receptacles 9 and 10. 
On the shaft 20 is a roller made up of a 

plurality of spaced bars 21 or such other 
suitable structure as will present a corru 
gated or rough surface, and said roller pro 
jects through a slot 22 in the platform 1 just 
in advance of the receptacles 9 and 10. 
The chicken, attracted by the feed in the 

receptacles 3 and 10, approaches upon the 
platform 1 and scratches between the bars 4 
to get the feed from the slots 5. Being thus 
initiated into the habit of scratching for 
its food, it will come in contact with the 
corrugated or rough surface causing the 

The revolution of such 
roller will rotate the shaft 20 and pulley 
roller to revolve. 

19, and this, through the medium of the 
belt 19, will rotate the pulley 18 and inci 
dentally the shaft 11. This action will ro 
tate the hub 12, vanes 13 and flanges 15 as 
a unit. Since the feed in the chute will nat 
urally run between the flanges 15 with the 
revolution of the vanes 13, such vanes will 
engage a few kernels of the food and carry 
it over and discharge it into the receptacle 
9 outside of the baffle plate 14 with each 
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revolution of the said hub 12. The feed is 
continually agitated, as indicated, by the 
member 16. Thus every time the chicken 
scratches this causes the roller 21 to revolve 
and a delivery of a few kernels of grain 
will be made into the receptacle 9. 
From the foregoing description it can 

readily be seen that an exceedingly sanitary, 
economical and healthful feeder has been 
designed by me in this present invention. 

it will also be seen that I have produced 
such a device as substantially fulfils the ob 
jects of the invention as set forth herein. 
While this specification sets forth in de 

tail the present and preferred construction 
of the device, still in practice such devia 
tions from such detail may be resorted to 
as do not form a departure from the spirit 
of the invention, as defined by the appended 
claims. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and useful and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A device of the character described 
comprising a horizontal roller arranged to 
be rotated by the scratching of a chicken, a 
storage receptacle provided with a dis 
charge mechanism having a discharging 
oulet terminating in a receiving receptacle, 
and means connected between the roller and 
such feeding mechanism whereby with the 
rotation of the roller the feeding mechanism 
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will discharge into said receiving recepta 
cle, as described. 

2. A device of the character described 
comprising a platform provided with a 
slot, a roller arranged below the platform 
and projecting through the slot, a storage 
receptacle and a receiving receptacle, and 
means operable by the rotation of said roller 
for delivering material from the storage re 
ceptacle to the receiving receptacle, as de 
scribed. - 

3. A device of the character described comprising a storage receptacle and a re 
ceiving receptacle with means for delivering 
material from the one to the other, a hori 
Zontal roller disposed adjacent the receiv 
ing receptacle, and means operably con 
nected between the roller and the delivery 
means for throwing the latter into operation 
when the roller is rotated, as described. 

4. A device of the character described 
comprising a receptacle, a shopper within 
the receptacle, a delivery chute, said hopper 
discharging into the delivery chute, a baffle. 
plate in the delivery chute, rotating vanes 
arranged within the chute to be operated 
to deliver material from one side of the 
baffle plate in the chute to the other side, 
and means operable to rotate said vanes, as 
described. . - 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
CHARLES WYCKEART. 
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Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D.C.' 


