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(57) Abstract: A surface-coating cutting tool in which a hard covering layer having an average thickness of 2-10 um is formed by
deposition on a surface of a tool substrate comprising a tungsten-carbide-based superhard alloy, wherein the surface-coating cutting
tool is characterized in that (a) the hard covering layer comprises a composite Al/Cr nitride layer, the ratio of the Cr content in the
total amount being 0.2 to 0.5 (atomic ratio), and (b) the hard covering layer formed by deposition in the region of the surface-coating
cutting tool from the blade edge on the relief surtace of the tool substrate to a position set apart by 100 pm toward the side opposite
the relief-surface blade edge on the relief surface has a particulate crystal structure, the average grain size of the particulate crystal
grains on the hard covering layer formed in the above region being 0.2 to 0.5 um. The average grain size of the particulate crystal
grains on the boundary in the above region between the tool substrate and the hard covering layer is 0.02 to 0.1 um smaller than the
average grain size of the particulate crystal grains on the hard covering layer, and the diameter-length proportion of crystal grains
having a grain size of 0.15 pm or less is no more than 20%.
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