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B. FIELDS SEARCHED B

MIBI?um documeniation searched (classificalion system followad by classification symbols)
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Docuimentation searched ather than minimum documentation to the exten that such docuMments as inoluded In the fields searched

Elattronic tala base consuited duting the Imermational search {nams of data base and, whara practical, search tanms Lisad)

EPC~Internal;

BIOSIS, -WPI Data, EMBASE

‘.

C. DOGUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category”

Chiatlon of document, \Aﬁm indication, where appropriaie, of the relevant passages

Bslevant to claim No.

HUGHES CATHERINE ET AL: "Genomic and’
post~genomic approaches to polycystic
ovary syndrome - progress so far: Mint
Review"”

26 August 2006 (2005—08—26) HUMAN
REPRODUCTION (OXFORD), ¥OL. 2I, NR. 11,
PAGE(S) 2766—2775 , XP002463462

ISSN: 0268-1161

page 2771, right-hand column, paragraph 1

page 2772, left~hand column, paragraph pa
page 2772, right-hand column
page 2773, Teft hand coTumn, paragraph 2

Y-

1,2,
4-13,15,
16,
18-22,

1 27,29-33

m Further documents are Iisted In the cortinuation of Box G,

D See patent family annex.

* Spaclal eatagories of clied documanis :
g0 "T* leter document publishag) afier. the intgmationat fling
or pririty date and not in contlict with the a.ppltca.hon l::Lll

*A" dogixment cefinng Ihe ganecal siate of the art whioh s nol
cdered to be of particular r

"E" oarlier decument but published on or alar the internaticnal

fNing date
L* docimant which mey tftaw datiivs on priorty cleim(s) or

which s ciled te establish the publication date of anather
cltadlon of othar special reason {as spechied)

"0" . document raterring to an ol dlsclosure, use, exhibition or
other means

P ‘document published prlorio the international fling date but
Iater than the priority date claimed

cited to understand the principle or theory undertying the
invantion
'X* document of particular ralavancs; the clalined Inverition
camnot be considered noval or canmot be cansidered 1o
invalve an invenilve stap when the document s taken alona
"¥* documenti of partical: il ; the claimed | th
cannot be consldered to Involve an nvanilve step when the
document is eombined with ona or more other such dotu-
me“r:ia such combination balng obvicus to a parson sidlleg
e art.

‘& donument mamber of tha sama patant farnily

Data of tha actual completion of the ineenational search

17 January 2008

Data of maling of the Intemaflonal search report

. 28/05/2008

Narme and maifing addrees of the ISA/
Europaan Patant Offics, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rejswik
Tal. (+31-70) 340—2040 T 31 €61 aponl,
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3018

Authorizad officer

Hoff, Céline

* Fait PCTASA21D {sscond sheet) {April 2005)
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ZHAD SHU-YUN ET AL: "[Protein expression
-profilings of polycystic ovary syndrome]”
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Database accession no. NLM16086052
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JOURNAL OF PEKING UNIVERSITY. HEALTH:
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WOOD JENNIFER R ET AL "The mo1ecu1ar
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(PCOS) theca cells and new.candidate PCOS
genes defined by micrearray analysis.”
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278, NR. 29, PAGE(S) 26380 - 26390 i
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ISSN: 0021-9258

the whole document:

MATHAROO~BALL B ET AL: "Characterization
of biomarkers in polycystic ovary syndrome
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‘platforms” ‘
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ISSN: 1535~3893

the whole document

1,2,
413,18,
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This intemgtional &sarch ré0ort has ot been Sstetlished in fespac of certain olaims wnder Artile 17(2)(a) for the ollowing reasans;

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not raqulrsd tobe seamhad by this Authonty, namely

s

2. ]Ilmmmms 15, 16, 18-22

bacauss they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescﬁhed requlrements to such
an extent that no meaningful intemational search can be carrled out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/Z]U

i ’:I Clalms Nos.:

because they are dependent clalms and are hot dnafted In actordance wlth the saonnd and thlrd sentances of Rule 8.4(a).

Box No.lil Observations where unlty of invention is tacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This Intemational Searching Authority found muttipla inventions In this intemational applleation, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. D Ag all recpitad addtionad saarch faes wers timely pald by tha applicant, this |ntemﬂt|on3! search report covers allsearchable
clalms. -

2. D As all searchable clalms could be saarched wlthout affort ]ustlfying an addltlonal fses, thls Au#horlty did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only eome of tha required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international saarch rspnrtcovers '
oy thase claims for which fees wers pald, specifically clalms Nos.:

.h

EI No required adeiional seardh faes wers imely pald by the applicant. Conseguently, this international seerch report is
rastilcted to the Invention first mentioned n the claime; & 1s coversed by elaims Nos.:

see additional sheei(s)

Remark on Protest DThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, whers applicahie, the
payment of a protast fea.

DThe additional search faea were accompanied by the applicas?'s profest but the appllcaﬂale protast
fes was not paid within the time limit spacified in the invitation.

]:’ Na protest accompanied the payment of additionai ssarch ees.

Form PGT/SA/210 (continuation of first snest (2)) {Aprll 2005)
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" Intemational Application Na. PCT/GB2007 /003913

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM_ PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 15, 16, 18-22

The ﬁresent claims 15, 16, 18-22 relates to an extremely Targe number
_of possible compounds. Support and disclosure in the sense of Articie 6
‘and 5 PCT.is to be found. however for none of the compounds claimed. °

Therefore the. search of said claims. is impossible.

. The applicani’s attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no internaticnal search report has been
established need not be-the subject of an-.international preliminary. .
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPOQ
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority 1s
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This 1s the case irrespective 0f whether -or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
ot during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guldeline C-VI, 8.5}, .
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17{2) declaration be
overcome,
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International Application No. PCT/GB2007 /003913
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This International Searching Authofity found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international appTication, as fo]jdws:

1. claims: 1(part), 2, 4-9(part), 18, 1i1~13(part), 15(part), 16,
18-22(part), 27(part), 29(part), e
30-33(part) } '

A method of determining the polycystic ovarian. syndrom
(PCOS) status of a subject by determining the level of
complement &4 precursor protein. o

2. claims: 1(part), 3, 4-9(part), li-13(part), lsfpﬁrt), 1?,
18-22(part), 27(part), 29(pari), :
30-33(part) ~ =

A method of determining the polycystic ovarian syndrom
{PCOS) status of a subject by determining the level of
haptoglobin in a sampie.

3. claims: 14, 34

A method of determining the PCOS status in a subject
analysing proteins or tryptic peptides obtained from a
~ sample’ using MALDI-MS.

4. claims: 23-26, 28

A method for treating PCOS in a subject using agents capable
of modulating the level of complement C4 precursor protein,
a cleavage fragment thereof and a haptoglobin and a method

- for identifying agents capable of modulating the Tevel of €4
precursor protein, a cleavage fragment thereof and a
haptoglobin .
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