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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AUGUSTUS SEAVER, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Inner Soles, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention has relation to boots and
shoes, and more particularly to what are
known as ‘“ welted ” shoes; and it consists of
an inner sole, such as illustrated upon the
drawings, described in the following specifi-
cation, and particularized in the appended
claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents in perspective view an
inner sole embodying my invention. Fig. 2
represents a transverse section through the
same. Fig. 3 represents a transverse section
through an inner sole having a reinforce for
the wale.

Theinnersole comprises atleast three main
parts—to wit, a body 4, an inner covering 5,
and an outer covering 6. The body is cut
into proper shape and is formed of any snit-
able material or composition—such as paste-

board, pancake, or cork, or several layers of .

material, such as pasteboard and cork, paste-
board or equivalent substance and rubber.
The inner covering 5 is preferably made of
some suitable non-extensible material, such
as canvas, and it is similar in shape to the
body. Itissecured tothebodybyone ormore
rows 7 of stitches, which parallel the outer
edge of the body and thereby form a loose

flap 8 along the edge of said inner covering.

The flap follows the contour of the body and
islocated at some little distancefrom theedge
thereof to provide a well-defined ‘‘feather-
edge” 9. The outer covering may be formed
of some suitable material, such as some soft
or thin leather—for instance, sheepskin—en-
tirely covering the outer face of the body and
concealing the row 7 of stitches. It isdrawn
taut across the body and is folded over the
edge of the latter and over the uncovered por-
tion of the inner face of the bedy outside the
row of stitches, as clearly shown, and the
edge 10 of the outer ecovering is secured to the
flap8toformawale. Thesaid meetingedges$
and 10 are preferably connected together by
cement, and they stand perpendicularly to the

.injure the shape of the shoe.
| layer is sewed flat on the body by a row of

body to receive the needle duriug the opera-
tion of stitching the welt and upper thereto.
After the welt and upper are sewed to the
wale the outer and inner coverings are firmly 55
connected to the other parts of the shoe and
firmly hold the body 4 in place even should
the stitches 7 break or rip. By reason of this
construction it will be seen that the body may -
be constructed of the most inexpensive ma- 6o
terial, as it receives no wear, and that when

it is covered by the sheepskin it presents the
appearance of an insole formed of a single
layer of leather. The sheepskin being turned
over the edge of the body prevents the for- 65
mation of sharp corners to hurt the foot and
renders the shoe ‘‘easy” and comfortable.

Where the body is formed of several lay-
ers, such as pasteboard and rubber, I prefer
to have the layer of rubber next the outer 5o
covering where it is nearest the foot to keep
dampness from entering the shoe.

By constructing the inner layer of some
non-extensible material, such as eanvas, the
outer covering or layer may be in the form of 75
any yielding material, such as soft sheepskin,
without lessening the strength of the wale or
permitting the latter to give unduly after the
upper and welt are secured thereto, so as to
The canvas 8o

stitches which define the base of the wale,
when the free edge is subsequently turned

up, and when the outer layer is stretched '
across the face of the body and cemented to 85
the wale the row of stitches is entirely cov-
ered, so that the insole presents a smooth sur-

face for the inside of the shoe.

For the purpose of assisting the operator
during the welting and lasting operations I go
sometimes employ a reinforee 11, whose edge '
constitutes a gage above which the stitches
should not extend. This reinforce is formed
of tape, and it is secured in place by the row
7 of stitches when the inner covering is fas- g3
tened on the body, said stitches passing
through said tape near its median line. Its

upwardly-projecting flap stands but a short
distance above the surface of the body, and
the welting - stitches are therefore brought 100
close to the said surface, so that the wale ean-
not give to one side orthe other,

In addition
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to acting as a gage the tape reinforces the
wale and adds greatly to its strength.

Having thus explained the nature of my in-
vention and described a way of making and
using the same, although without having at-
tempted to set forth all the forms in which it
may be embodied or all the modes of its use,
I declare that what I claim is—

1. Aninner sole comprising a body or mid-
dle layer, an inner covering or layer of non-
extensible material secured to the body and
having afree edge turned up toleave an edge
portion of the body exposed, and an outer
covering or layer of leather folded over the
exposed edge of the body and having its edge
united with the upturned edge of the inner
covering to form a wale, the outer layer or
covering being secured to the body independ-
ently of the means which attach the inner
layer or covering to the said body, whereby
the said outer layer presents a smooth sur-
face on the inside of the shoe.

2. An inner sole comprising a body or mid-
dlelayer, an innerlayer of non-extensible ma-
terial secured to said body by stitches and
having a free upturned edge exposing the
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edge of the said body;and an otiter layer folded
over the exposed part of the inner face of the
said body, and having its edge united with
the upturned edge of the inner layer to form
a wale, said outer layer covering and conceal-
ing the stitches which secure the inner layer
to the body.

3. An inner sole comprising a body or mid-
dle layer, aninner layerof non-extensible ma-
terial secured to said body by stitches and
having a free upturned edge exposing the
edge of the said body, an outer layer folded
over the exposed part of the inner face of the
said body, and having its edge united with
the upturned edge of the inner layer to form
a wale, said outerlayer covering and conceal-
ing the stitches which secure the inner layer
to the body, and a gage extending along said
wale to determine the location of the stitches
which secure the welt and upper to said wale.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses. ]

AUGUSTUS SEAVER.

Witnesses: )
MARCUSs B. MAy,
PrrEr W. PEZZETTI.
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