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(57) Abstract: Preferred embodiments relate to devices for performing a lymphovenous bypass procedure. A first ring is secured to
tissue connected to at least one lymphatic channel of a patient and a second ring is attached to a vein of the patient. An end of the
lymphatic channel that extends through the first ring is inserted into an open end of the vein and the rings are connected together to
establish fluid flow from the lymphatic channel into the vein.
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Claims Nos.: 40-60

Claims 40-60 relate to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be
covered by the provisions of Rule 39.1(iv) PCT as they relate to surgical
methods (see claim 40 specifying "inserting a lymphatic channel coupling
device into a surgical opening of a patient"). Therefore, these claims
have not been searched.
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1.1. claims: 1-6, 8-11, 13-16, 24, 29-33

the device according to claim 1, comprising the additional
features of pins on the first coupling element to be
received by pin receiving regions of the second coupling
element, solving the technical problem of facilitating
connection of both coupling elements without the need for a
further connector element

1.2. claim: 28

the device according to claim 1, comprising the additional
features that the device comprises a therapeutic agent on a
surface thereof, solving the technical problem of
facilitating long-term implantability and acceptance of the
device by the patient's body

2. claims: 7, 38, 39

the device according to claim 1, comprising the additional
features of a first cone that connects to the first coupling
element and a second cone that to the second coupling
element, solving the technical problem of facilitating
positioning of lymphatic vessels in the lumen of a vein
(fig.2A)

3. claims: 12, 20-23, 25-27

the device according to claim 1, comprising the additional
features that the device comprises a radiopaque material or
comprises a sensor to measure flow, solving the technical
problem of facilitating verification of proper positioning
of t?e device during and/or after the procedure (fig.9 p.24
1.10

4. claims: 17-19

the device according to claim 1, comprising the additional
features that the device comprises a first or second tissue
holding device or a robotic device for connecting the
coupling elements, solving the technical problem of
facilitating manipulation and implantation of the device in
a minimal invasive procedure (fig.7,8 p.23 1.13ff.)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

5. claims: 34-37

the device according to claim 1, comprising the additional
features that the device comprises a valve to constrict
fluid flow in a vein, solving the technical problem of
reducing venous pressure on the anastomosis junction wherein
the reduced pressure aids in establishing flow of Tymph
fluid which tends to increase over time (fig.10 p.24
1.14ff.)
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