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1 Claim.

This invention relates to fluorescent lamp fix-
tures and more particularly to g means provided
on the fixture for rigidly backing and reinforcing
the lamp scckets when they are mounted in posi-
tion.

One of the prime objects of the invention is to
bunch the fixture so ag to provide an opening of
broper size to receive the depending leg of g lamp
holder and form depending clips which reinforce
the holder leg against end play or movement
when the lamp is inserted or removed from the
holders.

A further object resides in the provision of s
support formed of light gauge sheet metal in
which the reinforcing clips are punched, thus
eliminating the conventional reinforcing strip
usually provided beneath the fixture face.

Our invention possesses many other advan-
tages and has other objects which may be made
mere readily apparent from a consideration of
one embodiment of our invention, For this pur-
pose we have shown a form in the drawing ac-
companying and forming g part of the present
Specification. We shall now describe the form
in detail which illustrates the general principle
of our invention, but it is to be understood that
this detailed description is not to be taken in a
limiting sense, since the scope of our invention
is best described by our appended claim,

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a fluores-
cent fixture showing a bart broken away to il-
lustrate the construction;

Fig. 2 is a top plan view;

Fig. 3 is an end elevational view; and,

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary front eleva-
tional view showing a modified construction.

In the manufacture of fixtures of the nature
desecribed, it is customary and economical to use
a very light gauge material and to mount the
lamp holders thereon as a unit. Fluorescent
lamps are usually of considerable length and in
many instances the insertion or removal of the
lamp tube bends the lamp holders or material
to which the holders are mounted. This results
in sloppy connections, creates undue straing on
the connecting pins, and ofttimes cracks the
lamp holders; and these disadvantages we have
overcome by perfecting a design having a depend-
ing leg which provides a sturdy, solid backing for
the lamp holders; which eliminates the usua] re-
inforcing strip while still bermitting the use of
light gauge material, and this design further re-
flects considerable economy in manufacture and
rigidity in mounting, :

In the drawing selected for disclosing our in-
vention, the fixture is indicated by the number
8. This is preferably formed of light gauge sheet
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material cut to any desired shape, and sockets
9 are mounted on this fixture and in a manner to
be presently described.

In the instant design we have shown a rim
section 19 surrounding the main body 8 of the
fixture, this rim reinforcing the structure and
bresenting g finished effect. Clips 1 are punched
in the main body of the fixture, and are bent at
substantially right angles thereto to form open-
ings 12 of predetermined size and shape therein,
and as clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing,
said opsnings accommodating the depending leg
13 of the T-shaped lamp holders 9 with the clip
11 forming a sturdy backing and reinforcing for
said leg when it is placed in position. Wires 14
are connected to the lamp holders 8 in the con-
ventional manner.

The ends of the lamp tube L are mounted in
the leg 13 of the Jamp holders 9 and are pro-
vided with contact pins (not shown) as usual,
and a switch (not shown) is provided for con-
trolling the energization of the light tube.

In Fig. 4 we have shown a slightly different
construction in which a rib 15 is formed in the
clip section 11 when bent, the rib extending be-
yond the bending point of the clip Hl into the
main body of the material, thus further reinforc-
ing the clip structure.

This construction insures firm, rigid mounting,
the lamp tube is at all times parallel to the base
of the fixture; and the cost of broduction is very
marterially reduced, as the lamp holders can be
quickly and easily hung in the fixture as g, unit,
requiring but one screw which is provided with
the holder, and the reinforcing strips herein re-
ferred to are eliminated.

It will, of course, be obvioug that the clip may
be welded to the face of the fixture if desired,
although this entails additional labor which in
reality is unnecessary.

From the foregoing description it will be ob-
vious that we have perfected a very simple, prac-
tical; and economical holder mounting and back-
ing for fluorescent light fixtures.

What we claim is:

A mounting for fluorescent lamp sockets hav-
ing a depending leg comprising a supporting
member having an opening punched therein ang
of predetermined size and shape to accommodate
the leg of the lamp socket with the punched area
bent at right angles to the supporting member
to bear against and form a backing and rein-
forcement against endwise movement of the
socket leg, and a rib formed in said punched sec-
tion and bridging the angle formed by the bent
section and the main body of the support.
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