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1. 

3,174,156 
SPORT SHRT 

David B. Dale, 662 Braebara Road, Altadena, Calif., 
and Williana E. Hervey, 11511. Moorpark St., North 
Hollywood, Calif. 

Filed May 25, 1962, Ser. No. 97,651 
6 Claims. (C. 2-5) 

This invention relates to sport shirts and has as its 
general object the provision of means whereby the wearer 
can wipe moisture from his hands, thereby eliminating the 
need for carrying a wiping towel. 
The shirt of our invention may of course be used for 

any desired purpose and in any sport or activity, but is 
particularly adaptable for use as a bowling shirt. 

Bowlers find it necessary to remove moisture in the 
form of perspiration from their hands so that they may 
better grip a bowling ball. For many years it was cus 
tomary for the proprietor of bowling alleys to provide 
hand wiping towels for the convenience of their customers. 
In more recent years in some localities, such towels for 
the common use of customers have been eliminated for 
reasons of health and cleanliness, and a stream of air for 
drying the hands has been substituted. Many people still 
wish to dry their hands on a towel, and in order to do so, 
must bring their own towels with them to the bowling 
alleys. 
We have conceived a sport shirt wherein, in addition to 

the conventional shirt structure, a piece or panel, of 
moisture absorbing material, preferably in the nature of 
toweling, is secured to the shirt in a convenient location to 
permit the wearer to place or rub his hands upon it to 
remove the moisture from his hands. The hand wiping 
material may be of a number of specific forms, some of 
which are shown in the accompanying drawings and de 
scribed here below: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a sport shirt in 
cluding one form of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional detail taken approximately on the 
line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of a sport shirt, in 

cluding another embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional detail taken approximately on the 

line 4-4 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is an elevational view of a shirt with another 

form of the invention incorporated therewith; 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged detail on a portion of a shirt front 

with a different embodiment of the invention mounted 
thereon; 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken approximately on the 

line 7-7 of FIG. 6. 
FIG. 8 is a front elevational view of a shirt incorporat 

ing another embodiment of the invention; and 
FIG. 9 is a fragmentary portion of the shirt of FIG. 8 

with the embodiment thereof shown in an alternate posi 
tion. 

In FIG. 1 there is shown a shirt 10 having front por 
tions 12 and showing the collar 14, shoulders 16, short 
sleeves 18 and a waistline 20, the latter being indicated 
by broken lines. 

Suitably secured to the front portion of the shirt at 
either side of its vertical line of division are panels 22 of 
moisture absorbing material, preferably of the nature of 
toweling or terry cloth. The panels 22 may extend from 
beneath the sleeves 18 to the waistline 20 and each panel 
preferably covers must the area of the shirt front at either 
side as indicated and within the vertical limits stated. 
Each panel 22, as shown in FIG. 2, may also extend about 
the side of the shirt to provide a hand wiping surface of 
considerable area. The panels 22 are shown in FIG. 2 to 
be secured to the shirt by stitching 24, but it is to be 
understood that they may be detachably secured to the 
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shirt as indicated in the embodiments shown in FIGS. 3 
and 6 by means of buttons or separable fasteners. How 
ever, if desired, the securing means may be in the form of 
a slide fastener or even a pressure-sensitive adhesive, and 
it is contemplated that these or other suitable detachable 
fastening means may be used in any of the appropriate 
embodiments shown. 

In the form shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, it is seen that the 
wiping panels 22 are conveniently located so that the 
palms of the hands particularly can be rubbed on the 
chest with a convenient and natural wiping action. The 
panels 22 are extended about the sides of the shirt body 
to provide additional convenient placement of the mois 
ture absorbing material so that the hands can be rubbed 
on opposite sides of the chest and also the trunk. 

In FIGS. 3 and 4 there is shown a shirt 26 whose waist 
portion is indicated by the broken line 28. Secured to 
the front of the shirt at one side of center is a vertically 
elongated panel 30 of moisture absorbing material. This 
panel is shown with button holes 32 to receive buttons 34 
secured to the shirt front. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, 
the buttons are arranged generally in a U-shape, and the 
button holes on the panel 30 similarly arranged, the hori 
zontal bottom row of buttons lying just above the waist 
line 28. The U-shape arrangement of the buttons and 
button holes provides a pocket 36. Below the lower hori 
zontal row of buttons 34, the panel 30 hangs free. When 
the wearer is bowling, the free portion of the panel 30 
can be hung outside of the trousers of the wearer, which 
is a highly convenient position for wiping the hands. 
When not in use, the wearer can tuck the free portion of 
the panel 30 inside the trousers where it will hang com 
fortably with practically the only portion in view compris 
ing the pocket portion 36. 

In FIG. 5 there is shown a shirt 38 which has slit 40 
formed through the body of the shirt proper. Located in 
side the shirt body and adjacent the slit 40 is a hand wip 
ing unit 42 whose general structure is as shown in FIG. 
6. It includes a flat piece of moisture absorbing material 
44 which carries another piece of moisture absorbing ma 
terial 46 sewn to the piece 44 by lines of stitching 48 to 
provide fingers 50, such as in a glove, except that the 
fingers are open at their outer ends. Between the fingers 
forming piece 46 and the base piece 44 is a palm piece 54 
which terminates at 52. In the arrangement of FIG. 5 
the moisture absorbing piece 46 is secured to the inside of 
the shirt body. Whereas in the embodiment of FIG. 6, the 
hand wiping unit is mounted outside the shirt and its mois 
ture absorbing piece 44 is secured to the outside of the 
shirt body. 
When the hand is inserted in either of the wiping units 

of FIG. 5 or FIG. 6, moisture is wiped from the back of 
the fingers and the hand, from between the fingers and 
from the palm and the opposite sides of the fingers. When 
the hand is inserted, it can be clenched, thus bending the 
fingers around the edge 52 of the absorbing piece 54, 
which at the same time is bunched up in the fingers and the 
palm to facilitate drying of the hands and fingers. 
The wiping unit of FIG. 6 is shown mounted on a 

shirt panel section 56 by means of snap fasteners 58. 
The unit 42 of FIG. 5 can be similarly secured except 
that it is secured in the opposite direction because it is in 
side the shirt, or any other suitable fastening, permanent 
or separable, can be utilized. 

In FIGS. 8 and 9 a shirt 58 is shown with a moisture 
absorbing strip 60, the upper end of which may be formed 
into a pocket 62, the strip 60 being free of connection 
with the shirt below the pocket. The secured pocket por 
tion 62 of the strip 60 is preferably located somewhat 
above the waistline portion of the shirt. 
On the shirt 58 is a lower pocket 64 disposed vertically 

below the upper pocket 62 a distance approximately 
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equal to the length of the strip 60 below said upper 
pocket 62. In FIG. 8 the strip 60 is shown hanging free 
of the lower pocket 64, its position of readiness for use 
by the wearer of the shirt in wiping moisture from his 
hands. In FIG. 9 the strip 60 is shown with its lower end 
disposed in the lower pocket -64, the position of the strip 
when its use as a hand wiping article is not needed. 
While it can be removed readily from the pocket 64, the 
strip is retained in such manner that it will not swing 
loosely and distract the user, as when he is delivering a 
bowling ball. 

It should be noted that, instead of a pocket at 64, its up 
per band 66 may be used alone. While there would be 
no lower pocket, the band 66 will function to retain the 
strip 60 in the same manner as the pocket. Therefore, 
where the term "band' is used herein, it may mean 
either the band 66 per se, or the band and pocket struc 
ture 66, 64 as a unit. 
The broken line 68 indicates the waist or belt line of 

the wearer of the shirt. The band 65 is so located that 
when the hand wiping strip 69 is not presently in use, its 
lower end is disposed between the band and the shirt body 
and inside the top of the wearer's trouser, and further re 
tained by the constriction of the trouser waist band or 
belt. 
When the hand wiping strip 50 is intermittenly in use, 

as when bowling, the free end of said strip may merely 
be tucked into the upper pocket 62 which will retain it 
from swinging and disconcerting the user while he is 
actually bowling. - 
From the foregoing it will be seen that we have pro 

vided a sport shirt with means whereby the hands, or one 
hand as in bowling, can be conveniently wiped dry, and 
wherein the wiping element or unit can be incorporated in 
a shirt in a pleasing and decorative manner. 

It can, of course, be understood that various changes 
can be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the various parts, without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. 
We claim: 1. A sport shirt including a body portion above the 

waistline, a hand wiping unit having a hand-contacting 
portion of moisture absorbing material secured to said 
shirt body portion, said unit being in the form of a fingered 
glove and having a hand back-engaging portion and a 
palm-engaging portion, and a portion of said hand-con 
tacting portion, which includes said palm-engaging por 
tion, being loosely supported from said shirt body portion 
to permit clenching of said palm-engaging portion in the 
hand of the user. 

2. A sport shirt including a front body portion having 
a slit therein, and a hand wiping unit of moisture absorb 
ing material secured to the inner side of said front body 
portion with one edge thereof adjacent said slit, the wip 
ing unit including a panel having an edge adjacent said 
slit which is free of the inner side of the front body por 
tion of the shirt, said wiping unit panel having its outer 
face accessible to the hand through said slit. 

3. The structure in claim 2, and said wiping unit be 
ing in the form of a fingered glove. - - 
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4. 
4. The structure in claim 2 and said wiping unit being 

in the form of a fingered glove with the outer ends of 
the fingers open. - 

5. A sport shirt including a body portion, and a wip 
ing unit of a moisture absorbing material on the outer 
side thereof in the form of a fingered glove. 

6. The structure in claim 5, and said fingered glove 
having the outer ends of its fingers open. 

7. A sport shirt including a front body portion hav 
ing a slit therein, and a hand wiping unit of moisture ab 
sorbing material secured to the inner side of said front 
body portion with one edge thereof adjacent said slit, said 
wiping unit being in the form of a fingered glove. 

8. The structure in claim 7, and said wiping unit being 
in the form of a fingered glove with the outer ends of the 
fingers open. 

9. A sport shirt having a neck opening and having 
secured to a front portion thereof a piece of moisture 
absorbing fabric elongated vertically and having only 
its upper portion secured to said shirt above the waistline 
portion of the shirt below the neck opening, that portion 
of said piece of material below its secured upper portion 
being of such length as to hang downwardly below the 
waistline, in one position thereof, over the top of the 
trousers of the wearer, and in another position thereof, to 
hang downwardly within the trousers of the wearer, and 
said upper portion of said piece of material having shit 
securing means along the sides and bottom of said upper 
portion and defining an open-topped pocket. 

10. A sport shirt having a neck opening and including 
a body having a waistline portion, a strip of vertically 
elongated moisture-absorbing fabric having a portion ad 
jacent its upper end secured to the front of said body above 
the waistline and below the neck openings, said strip be 
low its secured adjacent upper end portion being free of 
attachment to the shirt, a strip retaining band on saidshirt 
body below the secured portion of the strip and forming, 
with the shirt body, a loop for removably receiving and 
retaining the unsecured portion of the strip, and said 
strip having its upper side edges secured to the shirt and 
its upper end edge free of the shirt and providing, with 
said portion of said strip secured to the front of the 
shirt body adjacent the upper end of the strip, a pocket 
secured to the shirt body. 
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