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The. present invention relates to cleaning devices and
more particularly relates to devices for cleaning golf
balls.

At present golf ball cleaning devices are stationary, dis-
posed adjacent the tees of certain holes spaced around the
golf course or at the clubhouse necessitating interruption
or interference with the golfer's game, and providing
only sporadic ball cleaning possibilities.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide golf ball cleaning devices which will in no event
interfere with the golfer’s playing time, which will enable
the golfer to keep the balls cleaned at all times over all
portions of the golf course before, during and after play-
ing the course, and which will provide the golfer with a
convenient, easily accessible place for carrying balls
while he is playing the course.

The basic object of the invention is to provide golf
ball cleaning devices for use with golf or “caddy” carts
which devices scrub the balls during the movement of
the cart from place to place.

A highly important object of the invention, ancillary to
the basic object, is in the provision of a hollow device for
mounting on a golf cart for rotation during the move-
ment of the golf cart from place to place and carrying
the golfer’s bag which hollow device is provided on the
interior thereof with golf ball scrubbing means, the in-
terior of the device thus serving both as a golf ball carry-
ing housing and as a golf ball scrubbing chamber.

Another object of the invention is in the provision of
a hollow, golf ball cleaning device having an axial opening
through one web or side thereof for the insertion into and
the removal from the device of golf balls to be cleaned
and carried, which hollow device is exiremely simple, and
economical and which is capable of quick and simple at-
tachment and demounting. ‘

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the caddy cart
with an auxiliary golf ball cleaning wheel mounted on
one of the ground engaging wheels thereof;

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the plane
of section line 2—2 of Figure 1 but with the supporting
structure removed;

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the hollow golf
ball cleaning wheel taken substantially along the plane
of section line 3-——3 of Figure 2 but with the cap removed,

In Figures 1-3 of the drawings there is shown a golf
cart 10 of a conventional nature including a golf bag
supporting body 12, wheel supporting frame 14 secured
to the body and ground engaging wheel 16. In the oper-
ation of these devices, the golf bag is supported on the
body member 12 and golf cart 19 is moved along the
surface of the ground by virtue of the rolling action of
the ground supporting wheel 16.
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Noting Figure 2, the ground engaging supporting wheel
16 of the cart is provided with a hub 18, web 20 and rim
22 carrying a rubber tire 24, The hub 18 of the wheel
is of course mounted on an axle of the wheel supporting
frame 14 of the cart 10.

Secured to the outer surface of the web 20 of the wheel
is a golf ball cleaning device made in accordance with
the present invention.

This cleaning device is composed basically of an auxil-
iary hollow wheel 26 having a body provided with -inner
and outer webs or sides 28 and 30 respectively, intercon-
nected by an integral rim portion 32. Material for the
wheel is preferably some flexible, and tough resilient ma-
terial which is sufficiently stiff to retain its shape under
ordinary conditions. The auxiliary hollow ‘wheel 26 as
shown in the drawings is of less diameter than the wheel
16 and is provided on the central portion of the inner web
28 thereof with means 34 for attaching the same to the
web of the ground engaging wheel 16 of the golf cart 10.

In the particular golf cart shown, the ground engaging
wheel 16 is provided with a bore 36 through the hub
thereof and with a pair of diametrically opposite aper-
tures 38 through the web 20 thereof on adjacent sides of
the hub through which extend fasteners 40 which ordi-
narily secure hub cap 42 over the end of the axle which
extends through the hub bore 36. Hub cap 42 is made
of a concavo-convex member with its convex surface fac-
ing inwardly of hollow wheel 26.

In order to take advantage of this construction in the
particular embodiment of the hollow auxiliary wheel 26
shown, the inner web or side 28 of the wheel is provided
with registering apertures 44 and 46 with the hub bore
36 and web apertures 38 respectively, the auxiliary wheel
26 being first disposed with the inner web 28 against the
outer surface of the web 2@ of the ground engaging wheel
16, the fasteners 46 and passed through the apertures 38

. and 46 and screwed into the hub cap 42. The hollow

wheel 26 is thus held fixedly to the outer surface of the
ground engaging wheel 16 of the golf cart by being
clamped at its inner web 28 between the hub cap 42
and the outer surface of the web 20 of the wheel.

The outer side or web 30 of the hollow auxiliary wheel
36 is dished or tapered inwardly toward the axis of the
auxiliary wheel 26 and toward the inner side or web
28 of this auxiliary wheel.

The outer side 30 is provided with an axial enlarged
opening 48 for the insertion of a golf ball into the interior
of the hollow wheel 26. By inwardly tapering or dishing
the outer side 30 of the hollow auxiliary wheel, in cross-
section the wheel is provided with an arcuate pocket into
which the balls drop, this pocket concentrically surround-
ing the golf ball insertion and removal opening 48 and
constituting the washing chamber or scrubbing chamber
for the balls.

To provide this arcuate effect, the rim portion 32 of the
hollow wheel 26 is arcuate in cross-section and joins the
sides or webs 28 and 30 in a smooth curve.

Golf ball scrubbing means 50 are provided on the
inner-surface of the rim portion 32 and in the inside sur-
face of portions of the webs 30, 28, these scrubbing means
consisting of a plurality of inwardly projecting knobs or
cleats.

Obviously, with different type golf cart wheels, the
auxiliary wheel 26 will be modified at its inner web 28
to provide for its attachment to the ground engaging
wheel without modification of this ground engaging
wheel. The use of the device is relatively simple, the
same being attached to the wheel and then when the golf
cart 10 is moved, golf balls such as the ball 52, deposited
within the hollow wheel 26 will be cleaned by the scrub-
bing action of the knobs or cleats 50 either alone or in
conjunction with some cleaning fluid.



e tert ‘wheel as used in this specification is not to
‘be litnited fo a circular periphiery since polygonal petiph-
eries would in many instafites work just as well.
. From the foregoing, the construction and operation of
it,h"e ‘device will Be readily understood ‘and further eXplana-
tion ‘is believed to be unnecessary. However, since nu-
merous tnodifications and changes will readily occur to
‘those skilled in the art, it is not desired to liinit the inven-
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tion to the exact construction shown and destribed, and

‘accordingly all suitable modifications and gquivalénts
‘iay be Testortéed fo, falling within the scope of the ap-
pended claims. ]

"What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A ‘golf ball washer adapted to be attached to a
sground engaging wheel of a golf cart, said golf ball
“washer comprising a hollow body having a back wall
“adapted to fit-against a face of said wheel, a front wall,
‘gnd-a peripheral wall,said front wall -having a concave
‘Genter-part and a-golf ball entrance opening in the-center
“thereof, ‘scrubbing - means -on - the inside- of -said hollow
‘body and ‘against which a golf ball is adapted to contact
in response to rotation of said hollow body, said concave
.part of said hollow body, said peripheral wall and a
‘portion of said back wall coacting to constitute a sub-
stantially toroidal pocket within which the golf ball is held
:captive while said hollow body is rotating, a concavo-
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convex member in said hollow body-and attached to the

‘back wall thereof with ifs concave surface facing "in-

wardly and in alignment "’”‘with said golf ball entrance
opening and coacting with said concave part of said
hollow body wall to form a circular entrance for the golf
ball in entering said toroidal pocket.

2. The golf ball washer of claim 1 wherein said con-
cavo-convex member consists of a hub cap for the golf
cart wheel and which has fasteners attached thereto for
connecting said hollow bedy to the wheel.
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