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1

My invention pertains to & container for sheets
of tissue and to a. packet or package of tissue for
the container.

An object of my invention is to provide & pocket
or- puzse; sized container for dispensing one: sheet
of tissue at. a time.

Another object. of my: invention is to. provide:
a container for interfolded sheets of tissue which:
may be carried in: & pocket. ar purse:

Another object. of my: invention is to provide:
a container and replaceahle packets: or packages
of interfolded sheets: of tissue: therefor.

Tt is. also. an object: of my invention to provide:
a container for a pocket: or purse which. is-adapt-
ed to hold a replaceable package. of tissues; the
package of: tissues: including means. for: assuring
that all of the-sheets. of tissue may: be withdrawn.

A further object. of my:invention is tos provide
5 container for:interfolded sheets of tissue -whieh
will assure that. only: one sheet at a. time is. with-
drawn therefrom.

Another object of: my: invention: is to provide:
a container-for dispensing: one sheet of tissue. at
a time from. a replaceable packet, the packeb
cooperating with the container to that end.

Another object of my invention is: to- provide:
a pocket. or purse container for sheets. of tissue
wherein the sheet which. extends: from: the con-
tainer is protected against dirt and damage.

Other objects and & fuller understanding of
my invention may: be had:by: referring to the-fol-
lowing description and claims. taken in conjunc—
tion with the- drawings wherein, .

Figure I is a plan view of'a: container showing
in dotted: lines therein: a. package- or packet of
tissue:

Figure 2 is an end view: of the container look~
ing toward: the dispensing-end thereof.

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken along: line
3-—3 of Figure 1, and showing a- few interfolded
sheets of tissue- therein.

Figure 4 is a side view of the container.

Figure 5 is a plan view of & cardboard spring
which may be sold as a part of each-replaceable
package of tissue.

The container comprises a top member 0
hingedly connected to- a- bottom member I by
means of pins 12. The top member 10 comprises
a, top surface ¥ and-two downwardly extending
integrally formed side walls t4- and 5, made
from plastic- such' as- methyl methacrylate, cel-
julose acetate or other such- material: The top
member- 10 also- includes. an integrally formed-
downwardly- extending: catch end side wall' 16
which: includes- half of & catch- member {15 and:
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. side wall. 24, and: an. integyal upwars

2
also. includes. a. downwardly extending integrally
formed dispensing-end: side wall 48:.  ‘Ehe; bab~
tam member kl compuises: twoi upwatdly extend-
ing side wails, L8 amd 2@ am inteersl éateh ens:

dispensing-end: side: wall: 22, all inte, ¢ formed
of the same materiak as: the: tep member 10
The: ecatch: end side wall: 21 ingludes: another poL=~
tion of the cafch member T which: ¢aopenates:

. with: the: portion: on the side: wall: 16. ' All walls

are- formed preferably of the same material,
When the container is clesed the. twe: portions:
of. the catch. membex |1 everlap: each: other and
keep the container clesed: untik a skewing me-

% tion is. applied: to slide the top: memben H: lat-~

erally with: respect. te. the bottem; member If;
until the twe:. cateh pertiens: no longex: averlap:
each; ather and: the ton:and bottom meémbers may:
be then moved: with respeet to: eaeh: other. The:

‘hinge pins 2 may be: melded integral with: the:

top. member £0;and:snap-into-corresponding holes:
23 in the upwandly extending sider walls; #8,; 20
of the battor: pertion: If.

The dewnwardly extending side: wall: 5% of the:

5 top: member M and: the upwandly extending: side:

wall. 19 of the. bottonr member bl have: confornz~
ing edges which: engage:each: ether along: the line:
28 when the container is closed; the:opening be-.
tween: the twa: side: walls; being: sufficiently smail

- that dirt: and tobaceo: particltes which. are- apk tos

be found: in: pockets: and: pocketboaks: are kept out:
of the container; and: the side. walls t4 apd: 28
have conforming edge: pertions: which meet along:
the: same: type of line:. The: slot: performs: the:

. function: of permitting: & single: sheet: of: tissue: to:

extend: from:the.container: yet protecting that ex--
tending: sheet. fram: dirt and damage: due. to: the:
container being: carnied: in a. pocket; or purse:.
Thus, substantisily: the entire shreet, wien: pulled!
from my: container willl be: clean: and: samitary:

The: dispensing-end: side wall: I8, whieh is: lix-
tegral with: and: extends downwas 1y frony: the
top: member- #§: libs: inside: the upw v extend-
ing dispensing-end:side: wall 22, which: is: integral:

- with: the Bettom: member tif, providing sufficient

clearance whereby a: shieet: off fissue-such-as: illus--
trated By: reference character 36 may be readily
withdrawn firom wtihiiv the: container. The up--
wardly: extending side- wall. Z¥ has a. cut-away-
or relieve- portion: 34 neaz its- center: whereby: a:
person?s finger or fingers may more readily gresp
the sheeb off tissue which is extending: betweerr
the-wall:portions: iand 22

1 have found in order to assure that oniy one

5 sheet of tissue- will' be: pulled: from the- container
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at a time that the downwardly extending dis-
pensing-end side wall 18 should have its lower
edge portion shaped to hold the next successive
sheet back. I do this by providing a junction
line between the inner face 35 of the side wall
{8 and the outer curved face 38 thereof having
a very small radius at the point 37 and having
a much larger radius around the face 35. By
thus shaping ‘the ‘dispensing-end ‘side wall a
“snubbing” action is obtained when each sheet of
tissue is withdrawn.

When a sheet of tissue, such as 30, is with-
drawn from the package, the folded-back por-
tion 41 of the next successive sheet 42 is caused
to extend between the wall portions 18 and 22
and the fold line between the portion 41 and the
remainder of the sheet les just inside the junec-
tion line which has the small radius 27 and ex-
tends upwardly from the.bottom of the container
to prevent the sheet from sliding out of the con-
tainer until it is pulled. This assures that even
though the container is almost empty the few
remaining sheets will not fall out of the slot be-
tween the walls 18 and 22. Further, due to the
“snubbing” action and due to the frictional re-
sistance exerted on the tissue by the side walls
18" and 22 of the slot the sheet of tissue within
the slot usually will not “work” its way back into
the container.

When -the container is full, the sheet 38 can-
not fall back into the centainer no matier what
type of tissue it is made of due to the pressure
of the other sheets therein, bui when the pack-
age has been almest emptied there may be, for
some types of paper, a tendency for the sheet 32
to work its- way back into the container. In
order: fo prevent this, biasing means 56 may be
provided. 'This biasing means may be a spring

or a spring-piased plate built into the container-

insuch a way that the spring or plate is gently
pushed toward the bottom of the container.
However, this construction adds materially to the
cost of the container and I prefer to provide s
biasing means with each package of tissue. This
biasing means is a sheet of cardboard 5t prefer-
ably having a hole 52 cut near the center there-
of and.which is slotted along lines 53 and 54 par-
allel to the sides of the cardboard sheet §{. There
is - also a slot. 55 running trangversely through
the hole £2, to the slotted lines 53, 54, and the
cardboard is scored or punished alone. lines 56,
58’ which extend between the slots 53, 54 at the

ends thereof. ~Another biasing means which in .
some respects is more simple than the one just -

described may be made from a sheet of cardboard

having a main face and a side face. Cne of these .

sheets of cardboard.is supplied with each replace-
ment pack of tissue.. The cardboard:lies in the
pack with its main face parallel and adjacent to
the main face of the stack of tissue sheets, and
with its side face in a plane at right angles to
the plane of the.main face and extending down
the end-face of the stack of tissue sheets. When
the pack is opened this side face is folded back-
wards through an arc of about 270 degrees until
its plane lies about parallel to the plane of its
main  face.
sheet of cardboard are, then pui into the con-
tainer with the folded -edge of the cardboard at
the dispensing-end of the container and the con-
tainer is then closed. .In this position the card-
board exerts a bias tending to push all sheeis of

The pack of tissues and the folded
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tissue toward the slot at the dispensing-end of .

the container. oo o )
When. a person desires to fill the container

4

with tissue, he buys a replacement package at 2
drugstore or the like. 'The package may be
wrapped in Cellophane or in some other such
brotective covering, and the package includes on
the top face of the interfolded sheets of tissue
the cardboard member §{ in its form shown in
Figure 5. The perscn opens the Cellophane
wrapping and removes it from the package. He
inserts his finger in the hole 52 and folds the flap
07 back along the scored line 56 and then folds
the fiap 88 back along the scored line 56°.

One method of filling the container is to turn
it in its up-side down position and then %o place
the unwrapped package of tissue into the con-
tainer with the cardboard biasing member 51
againsi the inside face of the top surface (3. The
folded-back portion 41 of the last sheet in the
pack is then inserted between the two dispensing-
end side walls 18, 22 and the container is snapped
into its closed position.

The sheets -of tissue which are within the con-
tainer may then be withdrawn one-at-a-time
while the container is in the user’s pocket until
all have been used. The container is then opened,
the cardboard biasing member 51 is thrown away,
and then a new pack of tissues with its new card-
board biasing member 51 is inserted into the con-
tainer. : .

While I have described my invention with a
certain degree of particularity, it is to be under-
stood that numerous changes may be made in the
construction and arrangements of parts. without
departing from the spirit and scope of my inven-
tion as set forth in the claims.

I claim as my invention: .

1. In a container of a .size to be carried in a -
pocket or a purse for dispensing one sheet at &
time from a pack of interfolded sheets of tissue,
& top member having an integral downwardly
extending dispensing-end side wall and two in-
tegral downwardly extending side walls and an
integral downwardly extending catch-end side
wall, a bottom member having an - integral
upwardly extending dispensing-end side wall
Positioned oufside of -and spaced away from
the downwardly extending dispensing-end side
wall, the spacing being sufficient that s sheet
of tissue will readily pass between the two
sald dispensing-end .walls when it is  with-
drawn from the container, said bottom mem-
ber . having two - integral upwardly  extending
side. walls having terminal edges which con-
form with and closely. engage the terminal edges
of the respective two downwardly extending side
walls and also having an inteera]l upwardly ex-
tending catch-end side wall having a terminal
edge which conforms with and closely engages the
terminal edge of the downwardly extending
catch-end side wall, catch means on ‘the two
catch-end side walls for engaging and holding
the container shut, and hinge means on the dis-

“pensing-end of said container for hinging the

top and hottom members together.

2. In a tissue dispensing container as set forth
in claim 1, the further characterization that the
downwardly extending dispensing-end side wall
has a substantially planar inner face and a
rounded outer face, the junction between said
two faces defining a sharp edge line spaced from
the bottom member a distance only slightly
greater than the thickness of two sheets of said
tissug for preventing more than one sheet of tis-
sue at a time from being dispensed therefrom.

3. In a tissue dispensing container as set forth
in claim .1, the further characterization that a
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pack of folded tissucs to be dispensed lies with-
in the container with a fold edge adjacent the
inner face of the downwardly extending dispens-
ing-end side wall and with a short end portion
of tissue extending away therefrom, said short
end portion of tissue being interfolded with the
next adjacent lower sheet whereby when said
next adjacent lower sheet is withdrawn from the
container said short end portion of tissue is
caused to extend ocut of the container beiween
the said two spaced apart dispensing-end side
walls, and the folded portion of the tissue be-~
tween the short end portien and the main por-
+ion of the shest of tissue engages the lower por-
tion of the inner face

ing dispensing-end side wall to prevent the sheet
of tissue from sliding out of the container until
it is pulled therefrom.

4 In = tissue dispensing container as set forth
in claim 1, the further characterization that the
spaced apart upwardly and downwardly extend-
ing dispensing-end side walls overlap each other
by an amound substantially equal to haif the
thickness of the container at their side portions,
and said upwardly extending dispensing-end side
wall has a relieved center portion which over-
laps the downwardly sxtending side wall by an
amount substantially equal to one-quarter the
thickness of the container whereby an enlarged
finger opening is provided for grasping the tissue.

5 A tissue dispensing container comprised of
two portions and means hinging said two por-
tions together, each of said two portions in-
cluding a planar main face and an edge portion
extending at an angle to the plane of the main
face, said two portions being hinged together
by said hinge means at said two angularly ex-
tending edge portions, and one of said two edge
portions lying inside the other of said two edge
portions and in an overlapping position, said
two edge portions being spaced from each other
for providing clearance for the passage of an in-
dividual sheet of tissue therebetween and for
providing clearance whereby -said two portions
can move with respect to each other about said
hinge without said two overlapping edge portions
engaging each other.

6. A pocket-sized tissue dispensing container
comprising, a first portion having a planar major
face and at one end thereof an edge face ex-
tending substantially at right angles to said
planar face, a second portion having & planar
major face and at one end thereof an edge face
extending at an angle to said planar face which
is greater than 90 degrees, hinge means con-
necting said first and second portions together
at said edge faces with said planar faces sub-
stantially parallel and with the edge faces over-
lapping each other and, due to the differences in
the angles between the edge faces and the planar
faces, spaced from each other a sufficient dis-
tance to permit the passage of a sheet of tissue,
and other edge faces connected to at least one
of said first or second portions for establishing
substantially a complete enclosure.

7. As an article of manufacture: a pocket-
sized container for a package of interfolded tis-
sue comprising a first major face portion having
four edge faces each extending substantially at
right angles to plane of the major face, a sec-
ond major face portion having four edge faces
three of which extend substantially at right
angles to the plane of the major face and the
fourth of which extends at an angle greater than

of the downwardly extend- 3
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90 degrees to the plane of the major face, hinge
means connecting said two portions together
with the major faces extending substantially
sarallel to each other and the edges of the said
Tvee edge faces of the second major face por-
tion substantially in engagement with and con-
forming to the edges of three of the said four
edge faces of the first major por ion for estab-
lishing three substantially closed side walls of
said container, caich means connected to one
of said side walls for displaceably holding said
twe major face portions together, the fourth
edge face of said second major face portion ly-
ing outside and spaced from the corresponding
edge of said first major face portion whereby &
sheet of tissue may be drawn retween them, and
said corresponding edge extending from said first
major face porticn to a point close to said sec-
ond major face portion for substantially closing
the said container yet permitting withdrawal of
sheets of tissue.

8. Tn a tissue dispensing container, a pocket-
sized container having side walls which form
substantially an enclosure, one of said side walls
being comprised of two spaced apart overlap-
ping wall portions establishing a slot communi-
cating with the interior of said container at a
location adjacent one wall of said container and
through which tissue sheets stacked with their
major faces parallel to the major faces of the
said - container may be pulled from said con-
tainer, said space between said two wall portions
being substantially uniform and being - suffi-
ciently great to accommodate two thicknesses of
said tissue without exerting frictional forces suf-
ficient to tear the sheet being pulled through
the said slot, the said slot, in cross-section per-
pendicular to its two defining wall portions, be-
ing curved throughout its length and the said
space being sufficiently small that frictional
forces of sufficient magnitude are exerted on a
single sheet of tissue to prevent said single sheet
of tissue from slipping back into said container
when it is not being pulled out of the container.

9. A tissue dispensing container as seb forth in
claim 8, further characterized by said slot being
of sufficient length to protect substantially the
entire area of the end of & sheet of tissue which
is in position to be pulled from the container.

10. A tissue dispensing container as set forth
in claim 8, further characterized by the said two
spaced apart wall portions which form said slot
being substantially parallel.

HERMAN W. PATTERSON.
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