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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES MASCART, 0OF PARIS, FRANCE, ASSIGNOE TO SOCIETE GENERALE DES
COMPTEURS DE VOITURES (TAXIMETRES), OF PARIS, FRANCE, A CORPORATION OF

FRANCE.

TAXIMETER.

1,100,138.

Application filed February 21, 1913.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Cmarces Mascawr,
citizen of the French Republic, residing at
Paris, Department of the Seine, in France,
have invented certain new and useful Tm-
provements in and Relating to Taximeters;
and T do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

Certain drivers of vehicles act with fraud-
ulent intent upon the flag of the meter in
such a manner as to increase the sum indi-
cated.

When the flag occupies a position interme-
diate the “ For hire” position and the first
position, it is possible to impart reciprocat-
Ing movements to it which act upon the lever
actuating the indicating drums in such a
manner as to increase the sums indicated by
the meter.

Another form of fraud is also possible
with apparatus as hitherto constructed. If
the flag be raised from one of its positions
as far as the “ For hire” position, and then
very suddenly returned to itsinitial position,
time is not allowed for the drums to return
to zero and they indicate a sum which may
be to the advantage of a fraudulent driver.

The invention has for its object a locking
device for the flag which prevents thesc
frauds completely.

In accordance with the invention, the
shaft of the flag carvies a toothed sector with
which two oppositely directed spring pawls
are adapted to engage, one or other of these
pawls being separated from the sector by
means of a control knob. In this manner
any reciprocating movement of the flag s
prevented. It is also impossible to depress
the flag immediately after having raised it,
because it is first of all necessary to operate

“the milled knob.

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1
shows a device embodying the invention, the
flag occupying the “For hire” position
and being locked by cne of the pawls. Tig.
92 shows an apparatus in accordance with the
invention with the flag occupying the
“Cash” position. Fig. 8 shows the mecha-
nism in running position. Fig. 4 is a section
on the line A—B, showing the control of the

pawls.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented June 16, 1914,
Serial No. 749,882.

The shaft 1, which carries the flag 11 and
which by the intermediary of a sleeve 2,
controls the declutching shaft for the con-
trol members of the meter, is rigidly con-
nected with a toothed sector 3 with which
two pawls 5 and 9 engage. These two oppo-
sitely divected pawls are loosely mounted
upon a shaft 12 and are acted upon re-
spectively by counter springs 6 and 10
which tend to bring them against the
toothed sector.

A shaft 7, rigid -with the milled knob 14
which is arranged externally, enables one
or other of these pawls to be disengaged, in
such a manner as to permit of the rotation
of the sector 8 in one direction or the other.
With this object, the shaft 7 carries a tenon
8 adapted to engage in notches 15 and 16
respectively formed inthetwo pawlsb5and 9.

The movement of the flag 11 is limited by
stops 4 and 13 against which the sector 3
bears in its extreme positions.

The operation of the apparatus is as fol-
lows: The flag occupying “ For hire” po-
sition represented in Fig. 1, the sector 3 is
applied against the stop 4. If the finger 8
occupies the position represented in Fig. 1,
the pawl 5 is in mesh with the teeth and
prevents any movement of the flag in the
direction indicated by the arrow. If the
driver desires to bring the flag into the run-
ning position, it is necessary to rotate the
knob 14 in such a manner as to lift the
pawl 5. The pawl 9 being thus released, as-
sumes its operative position under the in-
fluence of the spring 10.

When the apparatus occupies the “ Cash ”
position, the members are located as indi-
cated in Fig. 2, the pawl 5 being lifted and
the pawl 9 in mesh with the teeth, whereby
it is rendered impossible to return the flag
to the “For hire” position. At this mo-
ment, it is not possible to release the pawl
9 in turning the knob 14 because the finger
8 would be stopped by the toothed sector
and could not Iift the pawl 9. It is there-
fore not possible to raise the flag until it
has been brought into its running position
indicated in Fig. 8. In this position the
pawl 9 is in mesh with the teeth 3, the re-
tractive movement of which it prevents.

In order to return the flag to the “ For
hire” position, it is necessary to turn the
milled knob 14 in such a manner as to lift
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the pawl 9, thereby releasing the pawl
The flag being raised into the position
shown in Fig. 1, it is obvious it cannot be
returned to one of its two running posi-
tions until the milled knob 14 has been acte
upon in such a manner as to release the pawl
5 from the sector 8. The time occupied in
this operation, is greater than that occu-
pied by the 1nchc‘1t1no drums in returning
to zero. Any fraud is thus rendered im-
possible.

The device which forms the object of the
present invention presents the advantage
of affording absolute security while at the
same tlme being easy to construct. Further
more it is apphcable to the various mecha-
nisms at present in use.

I claim:

1. The combination with a taximeter in-
dicating device and the shaft about whose
axis it swings, of a pawl retained member
carried by said shaft, oppositely directed
SpI‘lDO' -pressed pawls adap‘red to engage with
said member, and means operable from a
point outside of the taximeter to shift one
of said pawls into inoperative position with

respect to said member and permit the other
to move to operative position with respect
thereto, said means being operable only in
the extreme positions of said paw! retained
member.

2. The combination with a taximeter in-
dicating device and the shaft about whose
axis it swings, of a pawl retained member
carried by said shaft, oppositely directed
spring-pressed pawls adapted to engage
with said member, and a pawl releasing
shaft adapted to be actuated from a pomt
outside of the taximeter and provided with
a projection to shift one of said pawls into
moperative position with respect to said
member and permit the other to move to
operative position with respect thereto, said
means being operable only in the extreme
positions of said pawl retained member.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES MASCART.
Witnesses:
Haxsox C. Coxg,
Exyme Krorz.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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