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To all achon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORG. BocKSTALLER, 

of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im 
..provementin Folding Tops for Vehicles, Tents, 
&c.; and I do declare that the following is a 
true and accurate description thereof, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, and being a part of this specification, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved top attached to a wagon-body. Fig.2 
is a plan view of the under side of said top, 
showing the expander-braces and their fasten 
ings. Fig. 3 is a plan of the expander-braces 
partially closed. Fig. 4 represents a section 
of the upper end of one of the supports. 

Like letters indicate like parts in each figure. 
The nature of this invention relates to the 

peculiar construction and attachments of a 
folding-top for vehicles of all kinds, tents, 
awnings, and other purposes where it is de 
sired to remove and attach the top at will, so 
constructed that, when removed, it can be 
compactly folded into a very small space. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and arrangement of the various parts, as more 
fully hereinafter described. 
In the accompanying drawings, A represents 

the top, made of any suitable flexible or textile 
material, cut into any desired shape. To the 
under side of this top, and near its corners, 
are secured the loops B. C are expanders, 
made of spring-steel or other suitable material, 
the ends of which are engaged with, and pro 

ject through, the loops B. These expanders 
are pivoted together at a, the center of their 
lengths, so that when detached they may read 
iy be folded together. Dare standards, the 
upper ends of which are provided with rigid 
loops E. In the drawings these standards are 
shown attached to a carriage-body, to which 
they are pivoted at their lower ends, so that 
when the top is removed they may be folded. 
down into the bottom of the wagon. 

. The top Abeing prepared, the loops B should 
be secured to the under side thereof, so that 
when the ends of the expanders are inserted 
in and through said loops, the top will be 
stretched smooth in all directions. The stand 
ards being set up and secured wherever de 
sired, and at suitable distances apart, the top 
is raised to place and secured by engaging the 
projecting euds of the expanders through the 
rigid loops on the tops of the standards. To 
give the top the appearance of a turtle-back." 
top, the distance between the tops of the 
standards should be a little less than the dis 
tance between the loops on the under side of 
the top. -. ' ' ' . . . . . . . . . 

What I claim as my invention, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 
- A folding-top, A, secured to the standards 
D by means of the loops B E, and expanders , 
C, substantially in the manner and for the . . . 
purposes set forth. 

GEORG BOCKSTALIER, 
Witnesses: 

WM. H. LOTZ, 
ADOLPH LOTZ. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


