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The invention relates to improvements in fas 
tening devices and more particularly to bendable 
prong paper fasteners and means to detachably 
secure the base member thereof to a fille folder or 
similar backing sheet. 
An object of the invention is to provide a paper 

fastener base, of a type having bendable sheet 
receiving prongs, with novelly formed means to 
co-act with novel means mounted on a file folder 
or backing to detachably secure a file of sheets 
carried on said base to the backing; said means 
consisting of inter-engaging parts arranged to 
provide an assembly of minimum thickness. 
Another object is to provide novelly constructed 

paper fastener base members and file mount 
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ing means which are inexpensive to construct, 
simple to operate, and highly efficient in use. 
The foregoing and such other objects of the 

invention as will more fully appear hereinafter 
as the description proceeds will be more readily 
understood from a perusal of the following speci 
fication, in which reference is had to the accom-. 
panying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a fastener as 
sembly, showing its base member attached to a 
file folder or backing sheet. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the base member 
and mounting, detached, taken on a vertical 
plane extending longitudinally of the fastening 
device. . 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a fragment of the 
structure shown in Fig. 2, showing the parts 
assembled. . 

Fig. 4 is a view, in perspective, of the bottom 
of a fragment of the base shown in Fig. i. 

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectional view of a base 
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element and mounting, showing a modified struc 
ture. . 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary 
shown in Fig. 5. 
The assembly shown in Fig. 1 includes a con 

pressor member which is illustrative of many 
types of compressors available for bendable prong 
fasteners and may consist of an elongated strap 
of stiff material having slide latches 2 movable 
longitudinally therealong to hold prongs of its 
associated base member 4 bent ove" the con 
pressor after said prongs have been passed 
through registering holes in a stack of papers 
(not shown) and apertures 5 in the compressor. 
In each of the embodiments illustrated, the bases 
4 are formed to co-operate with a mounting men 
ber 6 to facilitate ready attachment to a file 
folder or backing sheet A. 

plan view of the base 
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1 to 4, inclusive, the base member 4 includes an 
intermediate body portion having downwardly 
struck longitudinal ribs adjacent each edge 
providing a longitudinal channel on the under 
face of said intermediate body portion. A por 
tion of the intermediate body portion is struck 
downwardly adjacent each end, each to define 
a depressed strap 8 which bridges the channel 
portion and preferably lies substantially flush 
with the bottom plane of the longitudinal ribs 7. 
The mounting member 6 is provided with longi 

tudinally spaced upwardly struck fingers 9, each 
of which is adapted to resiliently engage over one 
of the depressed strap portions 8 when the base 
member is mounted in place. As best illus 
trated in Fig. 2 and 3, the base member is first 
positioned against the top face of the mounting 
member and then moved longitudinally to engage 
the resilient fingers 9 over the straps. A detent 
projection f may be provided on the free end 
of each finger to frictionally engage over an edge 
of the associated strap, thus preventing inadver 
tent disengagement of the parts. Additional 
means in the form of at least One detent projec 
tion 2 may be provided on one or both of the 
ribs for engaging in a detent or recess 3 in the 
mounting member to further retard inadvertent 
disengagement of the assembled parts. 
The structure illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 is 

substantially like that previously described ex 
cept that in this instance, downwardly struck 
sockets f4 are provided in the intermediate por 
tion of the base member 4 and each is provided 
with a bayonet slot 5 for cooperative engage 
ment with headed rivets 6 carried on the 
mounting member 6a. The rivets may serve also. . 
to secure the mounting member to the backing 
sheet A. To assemble this type of device, the 
fastener base is placed over the mounting mem 
ber with the headed rivets extending into the 
sockets 4 and the base then is moved longi 
tudinally to secure the parts together. 

It should be apparent that, in both forms of 
the device herein described, the fastening means 
is confined entirely below the top face of the 
intermediate portion of the base element 4, conse 
quently, sheets contained thereon are not in 
jured or otherwise damaged while mounting or 
removing the file from the folder. The bound 
file of paper may be removed readily from the 
file for use or for placing in another file without 
disarranging the sheets and the sheets may be 
as easily replaced in the file by properly locating 

In the specific embodiment shown in Figs, 55 the interlocking formations on the mounting 
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member and based and then sliding One mem 
ber relative to the other. 
Although exemplary forms and adaptations of 

an improved device have been illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing and described in detail in 
the foregoing specification, it is to be understood; 
that, said illustrations and description are illus 
trative rather than restrictive; and that, each 
device may vary in structural details without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention or the 
scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A fling device, comprising a fastener for 

detachably binding a plurality of sheets having a 
pronged base portion, a plurality of straps spaced 
below the bottom face of said base portion, a 
mounting member, a plurality of co-operating 
members on said mounting member for resilient 
ly engaging over said straps when said fastener 
is seated on one face of said mounting member 
and detachably connecting and retaining said 
fastener in superposed relation on said mount 
ing member, and means. On one of said cooper 
ating members to frictionally engage over an 
edge of the engaged strap to prevent inadver 
tent disengagement, 

2. A filling device, comprising a fastener for 
detachably binding a plurality of sheets having 
a base portion formed with beads along opposite 
edge portions, bridge portions connecting the 
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beads one adjacent each end of said base portion, 
and a mounting member having portions forming 
co-operating members for Tesilently engaging 
over the bridge portions when the fastener is 
seated on one face of said mounting member 
and detachably connecting and retaining said 
fastener in Superposed relation. On Said mounting 
member. 

3. In a filling device, a base having spaced apart 
prongs to receive a plurality of sheets of paper 
threaded thereon and a longitudinal channel in 
its bottom face between said prongs, straps 
bridging the channel One at each end, a mount 
ing member, and means on said mounting mem 
ber for resiliently engaging over said straps when 
the base is seated on said mounting member and, 
detachably connecting and retaining said base 
in superposed relation on said mounting member. 

4. In a filing device, a base having spaced apart 
prongs to receive a plurality of sheets of paper 
threaded thereon and a longitudinal channel in 
its bottom face between said prongs, a struck 
out portion of said base at each end extending 
into said channel, a mounting member, and off 
set projections on said mounting member for 
engaging said struck out portions when the base 
is seated on said mounting member and detach 
ably connecting and retaining said base in super 
posed relation on said mounting member. 

DANE A. BRENNAN. 

  


