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Application filed August 12, 1902, Serial No. 119,436. (No model.) 

To all, whon, it nay concei'7. 
Be it known that I, GEORGE HENRY HAR 

LAND, a citizen of Canada, residing at Gode 
rich,in the county of Huron, Dominion of Can 
ada, have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Counter-Supports, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

boot and shoe counter supports-i.e., devices 
having tangs adapted to be secured in the 
heels of boots and shoes and body portions 
shaped to rest at the sides of the countel's 
thereof-with a view of preventing the coun 
ters being forced out of shape incident to wear 
of the boots and shoes. 
The invention consists in a certain peculiar 

counter - Support the novelty, utility, and 
practical advantages of which will be fully 
understood from the following description 
and claim when taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure I is a side elevation of a portion of 
a shoe equipped with one of my improved 
counter-supports. Fig. 2 is a transverse sec 
tion taken on the broken line 22 of Fig. 1, 
with one of the tangs of the support partly 
in elevation; and Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
of the counter-support removed. 

Referring by letter to said drawings, A is 
the counter, and B the heel, of a shoe, and C 
is my improved counter-support. This sup 
port is formed of one piece of iron or other 
suitable metal, and consists, essentially, of a 
flat body a, the lower end of which is in 
creased in thickness to form an exterior 
shoulder b, and parallel tangs c, which ex 
tend downwardly and inwardly from the 
lower end of the body and in conjunction 
with said body describe an approximate ob 
tuse angle. The tangs c describe a left-hand 
curve in the direction of their length, as best 

shown in Fig. 2, and consequently they are 
enabled when driven into the heel B by 
hammer-blows applied to the shoulder to 
draw the body Ct up firmly against the 
Counter A, so as to enable said body (t, to 
properly support the counter and hold the 
same against outward movement. The left 
hand curvature of the tangs c in the direc 
tion of their length is also advantageous, 
since when they are driven into a heel they 
are not liable to work loose, and hence do 
not have to be clenched, as do the straight 
tangs of the counter-supports extant. 
My improved supports are adapted to be 

applied to either or both sides of the counter 
of a boot or shoe, and they are obviously cal 
culated by holding the counter against out 
Ward movement to retain the same in its 
Original shape, and thereby prolong the use 
fulness of the boot or shoe, and this without 
rendering the boot or shoe cumbersome or 
unsightly. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Lettel's Patent, 
1S 

As an improved article of manufacture, 
the herein-described counter-support, formed 
of one piece of metal, and consisting essen 
tially of the flat body a having the exterior 
shoulder b at its lower end, and the parallel 
tangs e. which in conjunction with the body 
describe an approximate obtuse angle, and 
which describe a left-hand curve in the di 
rection of and throughout their length. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in presence of two subscribing Wit 
eSSS. 

GEORGE HENRY HARLAND. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN THOMAS HARLAND, 
JAMES SCOTT. 
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