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To all whom it may concern: side of a nail, and allow the claws to catch un 
Be it known that I, EUGENE A. ELY, of der the head of it, no matter if at some dis 

Madison, in the county of Morris and State tance below the surface. 
of New Jersey, have invented a certain Im- The inner edges C of the face of the claws 
provement in Hammers, of which the follow- are made sharp, so that, if a nail is without a 
ing is a specification: . head, these sharp edges will cut into the sides 
My invention consists in the construction of of the nail and draw it the same as though it 

the claws of a hammer so that they will cut had a head. - 
and clear a passage down by the sides of a These claws are readily connected with a 
nail, and draw it out when the head has been hammer in the place of the ordinary claws, 
driven into the Wood. but they are not confined to this relation, for 

Figure l is a side view of a hammer with they may be variously used, as on the end of 
these claws attached. Fig. 2 is a front view a bar or lever, the same principles being pre 
of the same. Fig. 3 is a cross-section on the served of the cylindrical face, the gouge-points, 
line of ee. Fig. 4 is a perspective view, on an and cutting or sharp inside edges of the claws. 
enlarged scale, of one of the claws, showing With this tool any board or cover of a box 
the construction of the gouge-point. may be readily removed with no other help, 
The claws on hammers and other tools are and the cover be preserved, without splitting, 

a common device, but, so far as I know, they for further use. 
can be used only when the head of a nail ap- I claim 
pears above the surface. To remedy this de- A hammer, having claws terminating in 
fect is the object of my invention; and to this gouge-points, stubstantially as and for the pur 
end I make the face A of the claws cylindri- pose specified. . - 
cal, or with an oblique angle from the crease, 
instead of flat, like those in common use. 
The points B of the claws are made in the Witnesses: 

shape of a gouge, and are made sharp, so that EIORACE BARRIs, 
they will readily cut away the wood on either L. McKIRGAN. 

EUGENE A. ELY. 

  


