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_FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 4, 12, 17

Claim 4 is not supported by the description (Article 6 PCT). The use of a
solvent vapor has been described on p. 7, lines 7-30. However, this
"preferred mode of practicing the invention" 1s different from the method
claimed in claim 1. Firstly, in claim 1, there is the step of
"permanently fixing the conductive powder on the thermoplastic
substrate", whereas in the method disclosed in the descriptien the
substrate is a paper receiver which is not a thermeplastic substrate. In
stead, the conductive particles themselves are coated with a
thermoplastic material. Hence, there is no step of "permanentiy fixing
the conductive powder on the thermoplastic substrate" in the method of
the description. Secondly, in claim 1, there is the step of "removing
conductive powder from portions of the substrate other than that coated
with the thermoplastiic pattern”, whereas in the method of the descriptian
there is no such step as a pattern of conductive particles is directly
formed on the paper receiver. In conclusion, there is no support in the
description for using solvent vapor in combination with the method of
claim 1. For this reason, no meaningful search is possible for claim 4.
This applies mutatis mutandis to claims 12 and 17.

The appticant’s attention {s drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no International search report has baen
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e} PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 1I procedure. If the application praoceeds into the regicnal phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EP0 {see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the preblems which led to the Articie 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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This international search repart has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the fuiluwing TBESONS:

1. I:I Claims Nos.:
beeauss they relate to subjsct matter nat raquired 1o be searched by this Authority, narmely:

2. [X] ciaims Nos: 4, 12, 17
bacause thay ralate to parts of the intemational application that de nat comply with the prescribad raquirements ko such
an extent that no meaningful intemational search can ba carriad out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Clalms Nos.:
because they are depandent clalms and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule B.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of Invention ks lacking (Continuation of ltern 3 of first sheet)

Thig International Ssarching Authority found multiple inventione in this international application, as follows:

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all seanchable daims could bz searched without efort justifying an additional fees, this Authorily did not invite payment of
addifional fees.

a |:| As only soms of the required additional search fees wane timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only thess claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Noa.:

4, D No required additional search fees wers timely paid by the applicant, Gonsequently, this intemetional search report is
rastrictad to the invention first mentionad in the claimes; itis covered by ¢laims Nos.:

Remark on Protest l:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the appiicant's protest and, whera applicable, the
payment of a protest fes.

D The additicnal search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fae was not paidt within the fime limit spacified in the invitation.

I:l No protast accompaniad the paymant of additional search 1ges.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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